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EDW. G. ALLEN & SON, Ltd., 


English, American and Colonial Librarp Agency, 
ESTABLISHED 1856 


English and Foreign New and Second-hand Books, Government Publications, 
Magazines, Periodicals, Continuations, &c.,and everything for the Library. 
Bookbinding of highest grade at strictly competitive prices. 


We are essentially the Agents for the “busy man,” and have built up 
A WORLD-WIDE REPUTATION FOR 


PROMPTNESS, ECONOMY, 
EFFICIENCY, and STRAIGHT DEALING 


Proved by the retention of a large clientele for over 
Half-a-Century, 


And a constantly increasing Business. 
We minimise your time and trouble, and bring intelligence to bear upon 
your requirements. 


We study your best interests whether the order be a single book or large 
consignment. 


We were pioneers in Library work in the early fifties, and by dint of 
personal attention to details and the adoption of up-to-date methods 


WE ARE STILL LEADING. 


Small orders despatched by mail, large consignments by quickest and 
cheapest route; when desired we prepay freight, clearing at the Cus- 
toms, and express and deliver the goods to your door; you are thus 
saved trouble, delay and expense; there is but one invoice and only one 
bill to pay. 

We want to do business with you, and we know we can 

make it worth your while to do business with us. 
A trial order will convince you of this. 


Estimates and terms per return. Correspondence invited on all Library topics. 
Let us have your list of desiderata. 


Accounts rendered in British or U. S. Currency as desired. 


EDW. G. ALLEN & SON, Ltd., 
14, GRAPE STREET, SHAFTESBURY AVENUE, LONDON, W.C. 
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Library Orders 


We have conducted a special department for many years tha: has 
been exceptionally successful in filling book orders from 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES 
SCHOOLS, COLLEGES 
and UNIVERSITIES 


No house in the entire country has better faci#* ‘or handling this class of 
business, as our comprehensive stock covering a. departments of literature 


and all grades of books, enables us to offer the promptest service possible. 
LIBRARY DEPARTMENT 


A.C.McCLURG @ CO. 


CHICAGO 


27 and 29 W. 23d St. G. P. PUTNAM’S SONS 24 Bedford St, Strand 
Library Agents 


-Y UPPLYING PUBLIC LIBRARIES was one of the special features of the 
Putnam House when established by the founder in 1841. Particular atten- 
tion has been given by the Management since then to this branch of the business 
and it has greatly increased. We offer facilities possessed by no other house for 
thorough, efficient, intelligent, and economical service. Our 
branch house in London gives us peculiar advantages in this connection. On our 
list of regular customers are numerous public and college libraries throughout the 
country. 

Fifteen years ago the United States Naval Equipment Bureau began to place 
libraries on each vessel in the Navy. Every battleship and cruiser to-day has 
admirably selected libraries comprising general literature as well as technical books, 
for both officers and crew. 

The contracts for supplying these libraries are awarded by strict competitive 
bids. It speaks well for the efficiency of our Library Department that the libra- 
ries of at least 85 per cent of the vessels come from Putnams. 

We are always ready to make competitive offers for library contracts, when the 
conditions are such that fair competition is really practicable. 


CORRESPONDENCE INVITED 
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AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


Publishing Board 
CHICAGO, ILL. 


78 E. WASHINGTON ST., 


A. L. A. Manual of Library Economy. 


Each chapter forms a separate pamphlet, price, 


The following chapters are now ready. 
to cents each ; in lots of 50 or more, 4 cents each. 


American Library History. By C. K. Boron. 


II. Library of Congress. By W. W. Bisnor. 


IV. The College and University Library. By J. 1. Wve, Jr. 


By F. F. Horrer 


XVII. Order and Accession Department. 


By E. C. RicHARDSON, 


XXII. Reference Department. 


XXVI. Bookbinding. By A. L. Barrey. 


Supplement, 1909-10, to Kroeger’s Guide to the Study and 


Use of Reference Books. 


IsapoRE G. Mupce. Uniform in size and style with the Guide. pp. 
Price, 25 cents 


Compiled by 


Guide to Reference Books. 


Teaches a knowledge of reference books quickly, and serves 
Price, $1.5 


By Atice B. KROEGER. 
as a guide totheir selection. New 


U. S. Government Documents in Small Libraries. 


... Price, 15 cents 


Cataloging for Small Libraries. 


Teresa HITCHLER. 2... 


Subject Index to the A. L. A. Booklist. 


The best list of books since the A. L. A. Catalog......... . 


Price, 2§ cents 


550 Children’s Books. 


A purchase list for public libraries. 


By HARRIET H. STANLEY............Price, 1§ cents 
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Over 600 Libraries are Equipped 
With “Art Metal” Steel Furniture 


Originators 
and Largest 
Manufactur- 
ers Of Metal 
Furntture. 


Send for 
Illastrated 
Literature 


We shall be pleased to 
semd you some views of 
typical Art Metal” 
library equipment— 
showing the various 
types of stacks and 
furniture. A Postal 
will bring them. 


“ff IBRARIANS, as custodians of valuable collections, are 

vitally interested in the “Art Metal” method of fire 
prevention. So many libraries have been destroyed by in- 
flammable fixtures and furniture that steel is now regarded 
as the only suitable material for the equipment of such 
bu:ldings 


The ‘*Art Metal” product is more extensively used 
than any other for the fireproofing of library interiors Our 
plant is the largest in the world, and offers through its staff 
of traine 1 designers the best obtainable service for the as- 
sistance of librarians in planning library equipment. 


**ART METAL” 
Steel Book Stacks 


offer a number of forms of shelf construction— each designed 
to meet individual requirements. Our “Standard” and 
“All Wrought” Bracket Stacks are in use in hundreds of 
public and private libraries—each installation a convincing 
testimonial of “Art Metal” superiority. 


We build complete furnishings for libraries in steel and 
bronze: stacks, fixtures and furniture ; and work either from 
architects’ designs, or prepare original plans 


We have interesting information for librarians who are 
contemplating new or remodelled interiors, and we welcome 
all opportunities of demonstrating the value of our services 
without charge for preliminary plans and estimates. 


ART METAL CONSTRUCTION CO. 


Jamestown, N. Y. 


Branch Offices in All Principal Cities 
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Panama Pacific Photographie Co. 
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[HE recent publication of the long expected = wit! ati ional develop 
seventh edition of the Dewey decimal classi ment pron l t t . is neve! 
fication marks another mile post on the high- thek iken i by t Council 
way of library progress There have been tor a ¢ littee to p t rdination 
few more remarkable feats than the develop in printed catalog card This committee 
ment by Mr. Dewey in his collegiate years of cludes leading authorities o the subject 1 
this application of the decimal system to most of the libraries which are printing of 
book classification. In the thirty-five years which contemplate printing ittalog card 
since the first publication, the advantages of and the deliberations and actiot f this cor 
the system have brought it into such general mittee, at this opportune time, should result 


use that probably nine-tenths of the wide- 
awake libraries of this country rely upon the 
“Pp. C..” and it has been making its way, 
though less rapidly and generally, into Euro 

pean practice Che Brussels Institut Inter- 
national de Bibliographie based the develop- 
ment of its own work on this scheme, with 
differentia in details on which comparison 
with this seventh edition of the “D Cc.” will 
be interesting and enlightening A remark 

able feature of the Brussels scheme has been 
its ingenious addition of subsidiary marks or 
methods which indicate special relations of 
subclasses or of books within them. There 
were of course in the original scheme of Mr 
Dewey misfits of classification, or rather of 
juxtaposition, which have been criticised and 
which he himself would now prefer to have 
otherwise; on the other hand, once standard 

ization is effected, the arguments for change 
must be very strong to justify rearrange- 
ment. Taken all in all, the “D. C.” is a 
phenomenon, not simply in library relations, 
but in linguistic relations and in codrdi- 
nation generally, worthy of careful considera- 
tion from every point of view; and we hope 
at no distant date to present an adequate re- 
view of the seventh edition with these large 
considerations in mind. 


It was a singular omission from the Pasa- 
dena program that no report was called for 
at the general session from the delegates to 
the important international congresses at 
3russels last year, and that the subject of the 
Anglo-American cataloging rules was not even 


mentioned there. An important step in line 


in approaches toward standardization whicl 


will permit the general us¢ if printed card 
in each library without duplication and wast 
of effort in any library. Most of the librar 


have adopted the standard size, us d n 
in the Library of Congress as well as in 
A. L.A. cards; Harvard will adopt the stand 
ard size for its recataloging, and it is to b 
hoped that the Boston Public Library, whicl 
has printed on a larger card, in such wise that 
it may be trimmed to standard size, will def 
nitely return to the fold and make its card 
interchangeable with those of other printing 
libraries. Abroad the time is ripe for inter 
national coérdination, and the American com 
mittee should be of effectiveness toward this 
end. It was agreed at Brussels that the 
Anglo-American cataloging rules should br 
made as far as practicable the basis for an 
international system, and there was every dis 
position to develop printed catalog cards on 
cjmilar international lines. At the round table 
held at the Institute on this subject, the Royal 
Library of Berlin, through its repre sentative, 
showed a truly catholic and sympathetic spirit. 
and it is now reported that the British Mu 
seum authorities are not so adverse as was 
supposed to looking forward toward interna 
tional codrdination and cooperation When 
the next international congresses are held it 
should be possible to report more advances in 
this direction, in which the American com 
mittee should prove most helpful 

WE print elsewhere in full Mr. Jennings’ 
able paper on civil service reform methods 
which called forth considerable comment at 
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Pasadena. It was the sentence “civil service 
(sic) ... has been applied in few libraries 


and has not been a success in them,” which 
provoked instant protest from several who 
coincided otherwise in Mr. Jennings’ posi- 
tions, and which led to the motion for a dis- 
cussion. The motion was carried, but not 
carried out — for the reason that at the en- 
suing sessions the crowded program left no 
opportunity for discussion of any sort. In 
this connection librarians will do well to re- 
read the excellent paper giving the experi- 
ence of individual libraries and librarians pre- 
sented by Miss Helen E. Haines during li- 
brary week in 1906, and printed in the Lui- 
BRARY JOURNAL for October, 1906. In both 
Mr. Jennings’ and Miss Haines’ papers the 
advantages and disadvantages of the merit 
system as applied through examinations are 
admirably set forth, partly through the state- 
ments of librarians of experience in this field. 
There is essential unanimity on the part of 
librarians who have experienced and suffered 
the difficulties and vexations incident to ap- 
pointments in large libraries and the disad- 
vantages from ill-considered examinations. It 
cannot too often be emphasized that modern 
library development in America has been 
closely coincident with the development of 
“civil service reform,” and if the “spoils sys- 
tem,” prevalent in 1876, had not been super- 
seded by the “merit system,” the library pro- 
gress in this country since that time would 
have been practically impossible. Only those 
who knew conditions of thirty-five years ago 
can fully appreciate what this means, for un- 
der old conditions librarian and _ trustees 
would have been hounded by politicians for 
every “job” in their control, and the chief 
librarianship in many cities would have been 
a fat place for a political henchman. 


PUBLISHER'S NOTE. — The Pasadena confer- 
ence photograph unfortunately arrived from 
California too late for inclusion in the July 
number, and is frrnished with this number, 
although it should have been frontispiece to 
the July number. It is the work of the Pan- 
ama Pacific Photographic Company, of San 
Francisco, and proves to be one of the best 
of the convention photographs, although 
taken in front of the Hotel Maryland in the 
blazing sun of noonday. 
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PLANS are rapidly taking shape for the fall 
meeting of the New York State Library As- 
sociation, which will be held in New York 
City for the week beginning Sept. 25. The 
meeting should be an unusual one in attend- 
ance, as many librarians outside the Associa 
tion membership are expected through the 
meetings of the Special Libraries Association, 
the A. L. A. Publishing Board and College 
and reference section, and the American Li 
brary Institute. With such speakers as Mayor 
Gaynor, Dr. Billings, President Nicholas Mur- 
ray Butler, and Mr. John M. Glenn, and Mrs 
Cimendorf, president of the American Library 
Association, the program is one of unusual 
promise. Interesting features of the conven- 
tion will be the reception extended to the 
Association by the New York Library Club; 
also a luncheon by the Long Island Library 
Club, after which it is planned to take the 
delegates for an automobile ride through the 
park, along the shore drive, and through 
other attractive parts of the city. As it is 
probable that headquarters will be at the 
Park Avenue Hotel, opportunity to reach 
meeting places will be easily afforded 


EDITORIAL NOTE. 

To the Editor of the Library Journal 

May I call your attention to a misunder- 
standing evidenced in your editorial state- 
ment of July, that the library school of the 
New York Public Library “will incidentally 
serve the purpose of the apprentice class 
within the New York Public Library 
scheme” ? 

The former apprentice course trained in 
the methods of the New York Public Li- 
brary only, and the apprentices were eligible 
only for grade D, the lowest grade of the 
library service. A large part of the train- 
ing consisted of practice in the branch libra- 
ries and was planned largely for the benefit 
of the libraries. The school will give the 
same first-year training, in comparative meth- 
ods, to all who enter, and the same certifi- 
cate. It will offer no elementary course. 
The amount and variety of practice will be 
assigned with reference to the needs of the 
students rather than to those of the library: 
and certificate-holders who apply for posi- 
tions in the library will be eligible for 
grade C. 

For present needs, a method of supplying 
grade D assistants, formerly the task of the 
apprentice class, has been decided upon by 
the library and will be announced shortly 

Very truly Mary W. PLuMMeR. 
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MUNICIPAL CIVIL SERVICE 


By Jupson 


In searching for the beginnings of civil 
service reform or the application of the merit 
find that while the majority of 
the appointments to the civil service in the 
British E 


by nomination, 


system, we 


mpire previous to 1855 were made 
still 
ment departments in England examinations 


in some of the govern- 


as a test for appointment had been in use 
1834. By 1870 the principle of open 


competition had been established there as a 


since 


general rule 

It was the intention of the founders of 
the American government that the tenure of 
efice in the government employ should be 
permanent or at least during good behav- 
ior, and this laudable idea was rigidly ad- 
hered to during the first forty years in the 
life of the Republic. 
gress passed what w as called the “Four years’ 
tenure of office” act, which opened the doors 
of the service to all the evils of the spoils 
This act was suggested by an ap- 
pointing officer, who wished to use the power 
it gave in order to secure his own nomina- 
tion for the presidency, and was passed with- 


In 1820, however, Con- 


system. 


out debate and apparently without any con- 
The theory that “to the 
victor belong the spoils” actually 
applied, however, until 1829, or nine years 
after the passage of the act. In 1836 the 
four-year rule was further extended to in- 
clude postmasters, and it rapidly became the 
regard public office not as at 


ception of its effect. 


was not 


practice to 
agency for the 
but as a tremendous political power or piece 
of party machinery These corrupting in- 
fluences steadily increased and developed a 
system of spoils and corruption that culmi- 
nated in the assassination of a President. 
The death of Garfield at the hands of a dis- 
gruntled office-seeker undoubtedly gave @ 
impetus to the civil service reform 
movement. The spoils system had previously 
been vigorously opposed in the Senate by 
such men as Clay, Webster and Calhoun, 
but the fight was.long and hard and the sen- 
in favor of reform gathered force 


transaction of public business, 


great 


timent 


*Read before American Library 
dena, May 20, 1911 


Association, Pasa 
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.FFECTING LIBRARIFS 
m iu ‘ ash 
slowly In 1867 Thomas A. Jenckes, of 
Rhod Island made a report to the House 


of Representatives recommending the estab 


lishment of a merit system. This report was 
submitted again in 1868. In 1871 a clause in 
the general appropriation bill authorized the 
President to appoint a commission to pre 
scribe rules for admission to t il ser 
vice. Under this authority, President Grant 
named the first civil service commission, but 
this first movement was entirely pended 
in 1875. Two years later, in 1877, the Civil 


Service reform League was organized and 
this league gave valuable help in bringing 
about the reform. The movement was also 


ably supported by George William Curtis and 
other men of great prominence in public life 
Mr. “the 


ernment is 


“Every four years,” said urts, 


whole machinery of the 
The 
most ridiculous, revolting and disheartening 
The the the 


legislation of Congress, are subordinated to 


pulled to pieces country presents a 


spectacle business of nation, 
distributing the plunder among eager par 
tisans.” 

The real beginning of civil service in this 
country 1883 when 
passed the Pendleton act for the remedy ot 
This 


act empowered the President to determine 


was made in Congress 


the abuse known as the spoils system 


from time to time by executive order what 
classes of the public service should come un 
der the civil service law. The national civil 
service at first covered only 14,000 positions, 
but its scope has been extended by each suc- 
ceeding President until it includes at the 
present time about 240,000 positions, or 60 
per cent, of the total number of government 
employees, The inauguration of the system 
at Washington has been followed by its adop 
tion in of the about 100 


cities, and also in Cuba, Porto Rico and the 


Six states and in 
Philippines. 
Unlike 


movements 


the prominent re 


such as oman 


many of 
form suffrage, 
prohibition, popular electi senators and 


uniform divorce laws, the rvice reform 
ovement has steadily gained headway and 


has at all times had popular pport \ 
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omewhat significant indication of this pub 
support is the fact that what was former 

ly known as “civil service reform” has 
larly come to be known by the shorter 
“civil service.’ rhe present senti 
ment in regard to the movement is well stated 
by the Board of Freeholders of Kansas City 
in the following words; “Any city in the 
present state of municipal advancement and 
progress which has no provision for civil ser 
vi is as much behind the times as a city 
without electric lights, telephones or street 
ars.” The commission form of govern- 
ment now being adopted by so many cities 
usually provides for the selection of em- 
ployees by a civil_service system, and there 
is little doubt that the popular support given 
to civil service reform will cause it to be 
adopted sooner or later for all municipalities. 
In view of these facts it is time that we 
as librarians and as the American Library 
\ssociation should pause to consider the ad- 
vantages and disadvantages of civil service, 
especially as applied to libraries. Is it desir- 
able that assistants in our city libraries should 
he selected by municipal civil service commis- 
sions? Or, to state the question in a broader 
way, what is the best and safest method of 
selecting library workers? Is there any bet- 
ter plan than that of selection by the civil 
service commission? One obvious method of 
approaching the problem would be to ask: 
To what extent has municipal civil service 
been applied to public libraries? And with 
what result? Are public libraries under civil 
service better or worse than libraries not 
under civil service? Some two years ago, 
when investigating this question in connec- 
tion with the Seattle Public Library, which 
was at that time operating under a civil ser- 
vice law, we sent to 53 different libraries 
one of those ponderous communications so 
heartily welcomed by the busy librarian, a 
questionnaire. The 53 libraries to which this 
list of 25 questions was sent included all in 
cities of over 100,000, as well as all that we 
knew to be under municipal civil service, 
and a few smaller libraries because of their 
reputation for good management or because 
they were near Seattle. The answers sent us 
in reply to the questionnaire showed that of 
the 53 public libraries only 9 were controlled 
by municipal civil service, 8 of the 9 reported 
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unsatisfactory results, although only 4 of the 
QO were under as rigid restrictions as the 
Seattle Public Library then was. None of 
these nine civil service libraries took high 
rank among libraries. The nine were: Du- 
luth, Chicago, Milwaukee, Los Angeles, Se 
attle, Everett, New Haven, Syracuse, New 
Orleans Perhaps I may be pardoned for 
inentioning the names since Seattle is in- 
cluded in the list 

The general conclusions that may be 
reached, then, from this investigation are 
that civil service has been applied to com- 
paratively few of our public libraries, only 
about 17 per cent., and in these it has not 
been a success. The statement has just been 
made that eight of the nine libraries having 
civil service reported dissatisfaction with the 
plan. I might add that a short time after 
making this investigation, it was my privilege 
to visit the ninth library—the one that had 
no complaint to offer when replying to our 
questionnaire. The assistant who showed me 
about had been employed there 17 years and 
he explained to me that the service in the 
library was much inferior in character and 
spirit since the installation of civil service 
Several of the nine libraries mentioned were 
hoping to substitute internal for municipal 
civil service. The Brooklyn Public Library 
and the Queens Borough Public Library, two 
strong institutions, had already made this 
change, and with great joy I may add that 
Seattle has since followed suit. So that in 
Seattle we no longer have to say, “We are 
nine,” but rather, “They are eight.” 

A second method of approaching this ques- 
tion might well be the reverse of the above: 
that is, of the 53 cities investigated, how 
many have municipal civil service systems, 
and of these how many exempt the public 
library from the control of such system. We 
find that 28 of the 53 cities have civil service 
commissions and that in 19 of these 28 the 
library is exempt. In many of these 19 cities, 
notably Pittsburgh and Buffalo, the libraries 
take high rank. From this point of approach, 
then, we learn that the majority of civil 
service cities have considered it advisable to 
exempt the public library and that the results 
seem to justify the exemption. The most 
notable exemption in this country is the Li 
brary of Congress. While civil service is in 
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force in most of the departments at Wash 
ington, it is not applied to the Library ol 
Congress, The Librarian of Congress has 
the authority to select and employ the best 
available assistants without examination, The 
question of placing the Library of Congress 
under national civil service was discussed at 
great length by a cor gressional committee 1 
1897 when that library was thoroughly reor 
ganized and placed in its new building. Sev 
eral prominent librarians were called to tes- 
tify before this committee It was finally 
decided to leave the power of appointment 
in the hands of the librarian without civil 
service restrictions. The wisdom of that de- 
cision has since been amply justified It 
would be hard to find to-day a better man- 
aged library or a more efficient staff. A few 
extracts from the evidence given at this in 
vestigation are worth quoting. 

Mr. Spofford, Librarian of Congress, tes 
tified: “I think that the librarian who is 
responsible for the results in so great and 
useful an institution should have the selec- 
tion of the means of accomplishing those 
results.” 

Melvil Dewey, State Librarian of New 
York: “The head of the library should have 
power to dispense with the services of any 
one found incompetent for his place and of 
the people who become mere machines and 
do their work perfunctorily, only to get out 
as soon as their hours are over.” 

Representative Quigg asked Mr. Herbert 
Putnam, then librarian at Boston: “Should 
you be willing to have the selection of your 
employees so far taken out of your hands 
that you were compelled to choose from a 
list of two or three alleged-to-be -qualified 
persons, which list was submitted to you by 
a board of examiners over which you had no 
authority ?” 

Mr. Putnam: 
in place of worse evils, if I saw those to 


“I should be willing only 


exist: I mean greater embarrassments 

It is much easier to test technical library 
training, library science, than it 1s to test 
persons of administrativ: ability 
should say that if the Librarian of Congress 
is absolutely free from political control in 
lave 


the selection of his men, if he will not | 
orced upon 


to recommend persons who are f 
him. then it is safe to leave it te him 


| believe that librarians in general if they 
have the responsibility vested in them 
will not misuse their authority 

“I believe so much in the centering 0! 
responsibility and I deem it of so much 
advantage that the men that are finally re 
sponsible should choose their subordinates 
that | would not altogether tavor a civil 
service in the selection of the employees 10 
the Congressional Library.” 

Mr. Fletcher, librarian of Amherst College, 
testified: “I am not prepared to recommend a 
system by which any library 1s brow ht undes 
any sort of supervision from out de parties.” 

Mr. Harris, Commissioner of Education, 
testified in favor of “efficient clerks, such as 
library schools furnish, because they can do 
more work in a day each than six unskilled 
persons can do.” It seems quite evident that 
Mr. Harris had tried both kinds 

Mr. Putnam was afterwards appointed 
Librarian of Congress and had an opportu 
nity to put his theories into practice. After 
nine years’ experience, he wrote in answer 
to our questions; “During the past nine years 
political influence has not impaired the effi 
ciency of appointments to the Library of 
Congress, although this was not protected by 
the civil service system. That it has not done 
so is due in part to patient representation 
and consistent action by the librarian, but 
also to the fundamental desire of Congress 
as a whole to promote efficiency in the ser 
vice 

“Applicants quite commonly write to sena 
tors or representatives asking their influence 
or recommendations, and communications are 
frequently received from senators and repre 
sentatives. They are treated as introductions, 
but see paragraph in red at the head of the 
application form.” 

The paragraph which is printed in red at 
the head of this form reads as follows: ‘In 
view of these requirements, any recomm« nda 
tions or ‘endorsements’ of a political nature 
are not merely unnecessary, but a disadvan 


tage to the applicant as suggesting consid 


erations in the appointment not fr ognized 
by law.” 
He also adds The decision of the libra 
rian in dismissal as in appointment 1s final.” 
In the schet of library service adopted 
hy the library rd after the Seattle library 


x 
én 
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became exempt is the following sentence: 
“Appointments to positions in the library ser- 
vice will, so far as possible, be based on 
merit only, and recommendations from mem- 
bers of the board of trustees or the use of 
influence or pressure of any kind to secure 
an appointment will be considered prejudicial 
to the interests of the candidate.” The scheme 
of library service, including this sentence, 
was unanimously adopted by the board. 

Another important instance of the exemp- 
tion of libraries is the new civil service law 
in the state of Wisconsin. This law was 
adopted in 1905 and is considered by experts 
as one of the best and most scientific codes. 
As stated in the Canadian Magazine for 
April, 1906—“There are necessarily certain 
persons exempt from the control of the Wis- 
consin civil service commission. These com- 
prise chiefly those selected by the people, all 
professors, teachers and librarians, and heads 
of the state reformatory, charitable and penal 
institutions.” 

So far as I have been able to ascertain 
the British Museum is not under civil ser- 
vice, although it is practically a department 
of the government, and appointments to po- 
sitions in the English government depart- 
ments are usually controlled by civil service 
examinations, 

If now we approach this question from 
still another viewpoint and compare the li- 
brary with other similar institutions, we find 
that the public library is most often classed 
with the public school as an educational in- 
stitution. Every succeeding number of the 
periodical “Public libraries” reminds us that 
the public library is an integral part of public 
education. The justification for the support 
of libraries by public tax is chiefly on the 
ground that they are educational institutions. 
To what extent, then, we may ask, are teach- 
ers selected by municipal civil service com- 
missions? [I have been unable to discover 
any city in the United States where teachers 
are chosen in that way, In investigating this 
subject we discovered a draft of a model 
civil service law for cities, prepared by Elliot 
H. Goodwin, secretary of the National Civil 
Service Reform League, and in this law 
superintendents, principals, and teachers in 
the school system of the city are placed in 
the unclassified or exempt class. This is 


strong testimony in view of the fact that the 
Civil Service Reform League is composed of 
civil service enthusiasts and is usually exert- 
ing its efforts to extend the scope of the 
system. 

It is thought that character and personality 
are such important qualifications for success- 
ful teachers that they could not be well 
chosen by competitive examination. Also that 
the schools are so closely in touch with the 
people that there is little danger of their 
coming under political control, and further 
that the schools are under the control of non- 
partisan boards of trustees, and therefore not 
in the same danger as the single headed city 
department. 

Every one of these reasons for exempting 
schools applies with equa! force to libraries. 
It is true that every teacher is required to 
hold a state certificate and that this certificate 
is secured by passing an examination, but it 
is a qualifying, not a competitive, examina- 
tion and the plan is entirely different from 
civil service. 

The advantages claimed for civil service 
are: That it prevents appointments through 
political influence; that it selects for each 
position the best qualified candidate; that it 
promotes continuity of service by protecting 
employees from removal when the adminis- 
tration changes, or for insufficient reasons; 
that it is democratic, the opportunity for ap- 
pointment being open to every citizen; and 
finally that it saves the time of the appointing 
officer. 

On close examination or in actual practice 
many of these claims appear to be not well 
founded. It does, in the majority of cases, 
eliminate politics. This is the main purpose 
of civil service, and the strongest argument 
in its favor. If your library is under political 
control and there is no other way out, by all 
means take the civil service route, as it is un- 
doubtedly better than the political road 

There is no question but that the operation 
of the civil service law has greatly improved 
the conditions in the government departments 
at Washington and elsewhere for such posi- 
tions as could be fairly well filled by competi- 
tive examination and where the only alterna- 
tive was the spoils system. It has produced 
greater economy and efficiency. Many un- 


necessary positions have been abolished. Sta- 


} 


August, 1911} THE LIBRARY JOURNAL 403 
bility has been secured in the service Super- Civil service rules have been confined here 
fluous positions are no longer desired, since tofore to appointments and removals nly 
t molovee during 


it is impossible to give such places to favor- 
are no longer required to 
{t is claimed 


ites. Employees 
contribute 


that a saving of 


campaign funds 


from 10 per cent, to 20 per 
cent. in salaries has resulted 


the civil 


For these reasons service com 
missions and the advocates of civil service 
are always trying to extend the scope of its 
application, and are constantly on the defen- 
sive to prove that it may be successfully ap 
plied even to positions requiring expert, or 
technical, or confidential service 
tive order in 1909 the President extended the 
the lower grades in the 


By another order in 1908 


3y execu- 
service to include 
diplomatic service 
fourth 


postmasters were 


Chemists in 


over class 
placed in the competitive class 
the government service are now selected by 
The additional 
was 


15,000 


civil service 
clerical 
chosen 
clerks in first and second class postoffices 


examinations 
force for the 13th 
In 1010 assistant postmasters and 


census 


were included. 

In New York City Mayor Gaynor has de- 
cided in favor of placing the selection of pro- 
bation officers in the hands of the civil service 
commission. They were formerly appointed 
by a board of judges. This change has also 
been made in Buffalo in spite of the fact that 
many students of, probation claim that the 
character of the work of probation officers 
demands peculiar personal qualifications that 
cannot be brought out or measured in a com- 
petitive examination 

The civil service commissions and advo 
cates are also constantly making and urging 
changes in the rules to overcome the diffi- 
culties heretofore supposed to be inherent in 
the system. One of the most important 
changes was that made last year in Chicago, 
where the rules were so amended as to pro- 
vide for efficiency tests and records kept up 
to date in the office of the civil service com 
mission for all civil service employees 

The New York City scheme also provides 
for such efficiency records, but they are made 
by and kept in the department and submitted 
to the civil service commission only at annual 
periods They apparently are not so thor 
ough. nor are the results so rigorously ap 
the Chicago plan 


plied as in 


and paid no attention to tl 
his of servi T 
records, if widely applied, will proba 
In Chicago they are to 


term 


an important effect 


form the basis for adjustment ot varies and 


for promotions or reductions in rank, as well 


as for removals. If applied to libraries this 
inight have the obvious advantage of reliev 
ing the librarian of embarrassment, 


removals, reductions m 


since pro 
ank, 


-andidate’s own 


motions, and 
salary would be based on the 
record as shown by his efficiency card, and 
not on what he probably would regard as the 
bad judgment or personal enmity f the | 
brarian. Most librarians, 
prefer to submit to the embarrassment rather 


out 


hows ver, W 


than have such important matters taken 
of their hands. 

Another change now 
signed to overcome the objection that an ex- 
amination is no This is 
supposed to be accomplished by an oral tes! 
in addition to’ the written examination. In 


the 


being made is de 


test of personality 


spite, however, of these extensions in 
service and improvements in the rules, we 
find that civil srvice is admitted even by tts 
advocates to be not ideal, but merely better 


than the spoils system Senator Lodge, who 


is an ardent advocate of civil service made 
the foliowing admission on the floor of the 
Senate: 

“Nor do I undertake to defend the merit 


system as an ideal or as an absolutely pet 
fect system 
ufacture are perfect, 
The real proposition is that it 1s 
If tl 


Gepartment could select his own subordinates 


Very few things of human man 
certainly civil ser\ is 
not better 
than the patronage system e head of a 
there would be no need of competitive ex 
aminations, or of an artificial system to select 
t good 
tion 


them for him. would certainly eles 


assistants, for his own credit and reput 


would be bound up in the success of his ad- 


Eut when they are forced upon 


ministration 
him from outside then we have the injurious 


condition of one set of persons selecting sub 


‘dinates and another being responsible for 


their work.’ 


C DP. Willard, writing on civil service 1n 
the Outlook, says The drawbacks of the 
civil service 1 form method are those that 
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arise inevitably out of the effort to apply any 
general system —necessarily more or less 
rigid — to so complicated a proposition as 
that of securing hundreds of helpers in a 
great variety of lines of work. The com- 
mission and their examining force unfortu- 
nately are not inspired and they sometimes 
make mistakes. Excellent men fail to pass 
examinations and those of mediocre ability 
manage to pull through. Heads of depart- 
ments are often cursed with men who are too 
good to throw out and not good enough to 
keep. Worse than all else the commissioners 
themselves are now and then accused of play- 
ing politics, and in some cases the accusation 
has been true.” 

It may be well at this point to outline some 
of the chief objections to civil service as ap- 
plied to libraries. First among these I should 
place the fact that the examination is not a 
satisfactory test. Many people can give good 
accounts of themselves in such tests, but 
afterwards prove to be very poor and ineffi- 
cient assistants. On the other hand, many 
industrious and reliable employees are very 
much at a loss when they try to write or tell 
of their work. A written examination does 
not touch the qualifications of character, per- 
sonality, industry, gumption, integrity and 
tact; such considerations are of vital import- 
ance for any educational work, and if they 
are lacking, the work must be, to a great ex- 
tent, a failure. 

Under the civil service system the appoint- 
ing officer is often required to appoint can- 
didates against his better judgment, simply 
because they are on the civil service eligible 
list. Mr. Frank Vrooman, writing on this 
subject in the Arena, says: “While possibly 
the best test in sight, the competitive exam- 
ination is an overworked idoi. It is only bet- 
ter than the irresponsible power of partisan 
appointment to which no one but a spoilsman 
would return. The competitive examination 
is a register of too much of the memorizer 
and too little of the man. No one who has 
ever seen advanced standing given in college 
not to the ablest men, but to the men with 
the most fatal facility for chattering their 
‘Polly wants a cracker’ forwards and back- 
wards and sideways, can fail to see one of 
the pitfalls of the competitive examination 


system 


“Almost nothing of the educational side of 
competitive examination counts for standi 
but the fact that the candidate remembers => 
much of what he has been taught. It regis 
ters almost nothing of the ability to think, 
to act, to do: only to remember.” 

As Ex-governor Black of New York 
pointed ovt: “Experience, character, tact, and 
even muscle may be of more importance in 
some cases than the fraction of a per cent. in 
an examination.” 

‘A second objection is the geographical lim- 
itation which forms a part of most civil ser- 
vice systems, and which requires that candi- 
dates for examination shall be residents of 
the city, or the state, or the nation, as the case 
may be. The absurdity of this limitation 
ought to be apparent at a glance. Under such 
rules a government department at Washing- 
ton may select from the entire country, a 
state department from the state only, and a 
city department from the residents of its 
own city. The state department is at a dis- 
advantage, since it cannot compete with a 
government department for good assistants 
unless they happen te reside in that partic- 
vlar state, while the city is hopelessly handi- 
capped when it wishes to fill positions for 
which special training is required, and for 
which the number of desirable candidates is 
very limited. This residence rule is probably 
more burdensome to a library than to any 
other city department because of the limited 
number of trained or experienced library 
workers. There is ordinarily only one li- 
brary in each city, and that library usually has 
already on its staff those residents who are 
experienced in library work and who want 
positiors. The number of library schools is 
also limited as compared to the number of 
other special schools. If the city wishes to 
employ an engineer, or a clerk, or 2 police- 
man, or a fireman, or an architect, there are 
plenty to choose from right in their own 
town. This is not true of the library. To be 
sure the civil service regulations permit the 
commission to waive the residence rule when 
in their judgment it is necessary. We had 
illustrations in Seattle of the fickleness of 
their judgment in this connection. How can 
they be expected to have judgment in such a 
matter? When asked to waive the rule for 
four positions, they granted it in two cases 


4 


and declined in the other two. Of the two 
requests that were refused, one was to fill a 
vacancy, for which they had at a previous 
time waived the residence rule; the other po- 
sition was that of confidential secretary, the 
kind of position for which commissions usual- 
ly waive, not only residence qualifications but 
examination as well. 

But suppose the rule is waived, what hap- 
pens? The imported assistant is required to 
pass the examination after she arrives, some- 
times after working for six months. If for 
any reason she fails to pass it, or is beaten 
by some other unexpected candidate, who 
happens to be more glib at written examina- 
tions, then she loses her position. Having 
persuaded her to give up a position else- 
where, the librarian is now under moral ob- 
ligation to take care of such an assistant and 
to find work for her elsewhere. Under such 
conditions, I need hardly tell you it is difficult 
to persuade good candidates to relinquish po- 
sitions elsewhere to come to your library and 
take chances. 

To my mind this residence restriction is 
only another kind of spoils system. In this 
rule the citizen practically says, “We pay the 
salaries, we ought to get the jobs.” Like 
many other phases of civil service, especially 
the restrictions on removal, its real result is 
the protection of the employee, not the im- 
provement of the service. 

A third difficulty, and perhaps a more se- 
rious one, is the impossibility of removing an 
employee except for charges of the most 
flagrant nature. When the assistant is re- 
moved, charges in writing must be filed with 
the civil service commission. The discharged 
employee then has the right of appealing 
within ten days. <A trial is then held, at which 
the librarian and members of the library 
board and library staff must appear as wit- 
nesses, The evidence is usually heard and 
judged by men who know little or nothing 
about library work, and to whom the finer 
qualities of character and personality, that 
count for success in library work, have little 
or no weight. 

If an appeal is sustained the employee is 
reinstated, and the last condition of that li- 
brary is worse than the first. No librarian 
can afford to take such chances. No self 
respecting man wishes to prefer charges or 
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give testimony against a woman im such a 
trial. The scandal and newspaper notoricty 
in such a proceeding will injure the library 
as an institution 

Except for this right of appeal it would be 
possible for the librarian to remove incompe- 
tent or undesirable assistants quietly and 
without upsetting the whole library and the 
whole staff. Under civil service, employees 
know that their positions are practically safe, 


and this fact alone, in many cases, destroys 


efficiency and promotes laziness and insubor 
dination. In my opinion, it is poor business 
judgment to place a man in charge of a num 
ber of employees and expect to hold lim t 


sponsible for results unless these emplovees 
are strictly accountable to him, not only for 
their work. but for their tenure ot office 
This point can be appreciated fully only by 
those who have actually had the direction and 
control of a large force of people. Respons: 
bility and anthority go hand in hand, and 
without one it is useless to expect the other 
If, given this authority, his administration 
fails, the place to begin correction is at the 
top and not at the bottom, as civil service 
tries to do. 

The fourth objection is that the system 
wastes time through an unlimited amount of 
correspondence and interchange of blanks and 
“red tape” with the civil service commission 
While we are manipulating the machinery it 
frequently happens that some other library 
not handicapped by civil service secures the 
good assistant whom we were trying to en 
gage. 

The general conclusions that were derived 
from our study of this subject of civil service 
show that it has been applied to but few libra 
ries, and in these libraries it has not been a 
success. The consensus of opinion is in favor 
of exempting libraries from civil service con 
trol, since there is just as.much reason for 
the exemption of libraries as for the exemp 
tion of schools 


The problem before us, as hbraria is the 
selection of the best persons to carry on the 
work of the library The librarian should 
have more to say about this than any one 


else. since it is the most important duty he 
has to perforn If 1 
for the success of the library he hould | 
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or fail according to the judgment shown in 
appointments. 

The establishment of several good library 
schools during the last 20 years has developed 
a corps of trained hbrary workers, entirely 


removed from politics, that is heiping rapidly 
to improve the library service of the country 
If your library is to keep pace with those in 
other cities you must be able to compete with 
them in the open market for the best training 
your salaries will secure. 


THE BASIS OF SUPPORT OF ORGANIZATIONS FOR PUBLIC LIBRARY 
WORK * 


OF PApeR BY FRANKLIN F. Hopper, 


TAXATION must in some form provide the 
chief means of support for public libraries. 
The gross municipal expenditures is increas- 
ing at the rate of 8.08 per cent, per annum, 
which if continued will double in eleven years, 
and the per capita cost is increasing at the 
rate of 3 per cent. per annum, which if 
maintained will double in thirty-three years. 
Even under normal conditions, if the present 
rate of increase in the cost of municipal 
government continues the tax on city real 
estate must ultimately equal its rental value. 
Of course, the moment that this occurs taxa- 
tion has become confiscation, and the dearest 
wish of the pure socialist has been realized. 
There is nothing to fear for the library in 
a possible ultimate socialistic society or in 
a city supported by single tax, but we must 
be on guard. It is time we studied more 
carefully taxation in relation to libraries, the 
principles which underlie their support, dis- 
cover their present status in municipal activi- 
ties, and be prepared for the future. 

Four chief considerations are naturally sug- 
gested by the topic, “The basis of library 
support”: First, the reasons for asking for 
support by taxation; second, methods of ef- 
fectively presenting budgets to appropriating 
bodies; third, principles which govern the 
amount of budgets; and fourth, means by 
which libraries may secure continuously pro- 
gressive support in proportion to advance in 
efficiency and work accomplished. 

The reasons why libraries are fully justi- 
fied in asking and expecting adequate sup- 
port from their public, whether State, county 
or municipal, have been so often fully dis- 


* Read before the American Library Association 
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Librarian, Public Library, Tacoma, Wash. 


cussed in meetings of librarians that there is 
no need for me to dwell upon them. Ample 
support of free public education needs no ar- 
gument. It does remain our duty fully and 
finally to convince our citizens of our com- 
plete justification, We must prove to them 
the important factor which the library is in 
public education, the elevating and enriching 
influence which it should have on the char- 
acter of the people, the economy which it is 
in the ownership and use of books, the in- 
creased value which it undoubtedly gives to 
property, the reduction which its existence 
probably causes in taxes necessary for the 
care of crime, the slight per capita cost, the 
value the business and trades of the city 
may derive from the efficiently administered 
public library. 

The presentation of budgets to most city 
councils or State legislatures is one of the 
things which make librarians gray before 
their time. If our appropriating bodies are 
made up of the strong, businesslike men they 
ought to be, they will rightly demand full 
justification for the increased appropriations 
we are certain to ask, It is to be feared that 
few library budgets would stand analysis from 
the point of view of an experienced financial 
man. Our estimates for expenditure for ad- 
ministration and books need more careful 
preparation. First, we must demonstrate that 
the library is efficiently serving the commu 
nity in strict proportion to its resources. We 
must show exactly what we have done with 
the money we have already had, and we must 
be able to demonstrate by comparison with 
other libraries of known efficiency in the 
same section of the country that the propor- 


tion of money spent for salaries, books, etc., 
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is right. The idea of trained, expert people 
at the head of library departments appeals 
to business men Chey know the value ot 
efficiency, but we ought to be able to prove 
that our experts keep down costs and in 
crease use, that the library receives proper 
return for the larger salaries paid. We should 
be able to show what it costs to run the 
different departments in our library—for in- 
stance, what are the costs for preparing 
books for circulation. How many of us know 
just what we pay for ordering, cataloging 
and shelflisting our books? Most of us do 
not care to know, for we realize we should 
be ashamed of the facts. We should be able 
to compare the cost of these phases of our 
work with those of other libraries. How 
else are we to know if we are getting due 
return for the money spent and at what 
points the outlay shows the best returns? 
But no one of us is able to make any such 
comparison, because our bookkeeping is so 
bad and because we do not want to make it 
any better. Surely the time has come when 
the American Library Association needs to 
adopt and recommend a more detailed form 
for expenditures and for circulation statis- 
tics—perhaps two forms, one for the larger 
and one for the smaller libraries. May not 
some committee of the Association, perhaps 
working with an expert accountant familiar 
with our requirements, devise a scheme of 
accounts which will help us to know where 
we are extravagant and where stingy, to 
compare our own costs with those of our 
neighbors? We are neither businesslike nor 
sensible until we keep our books in such a 
way that comparisons can easily be made. 
The average city official will do what he 
believes to be his duty by the library, but the 
demands for appropriations for many mu- 
nicipal enterprises are insistent, and we must 
never for an instant let him forget his duty 
to the library. Of great value are tables and 
diagrams of increases in number of volumes 
and circulation, percentages of increases in 
appropriations for the different city depart- 
ments, in population, in valuation of proper- 
ty; such tables as we find in the last report 
of the Seattle Public Library. It pays to 
keep councilmen interested throughout the 
year, not only at the time for appropriations 
Much depends on the personal relations be 


tween librarian and councilmen, even more | 


Influential men of the city who have no 
official connection with the library should se 
the councilmen in its behalf. Appropriating 
bodies take it for granted that boards of 
trustees and librarians are interested to the 
point of bias, but it is another story to have 
leading business men talk library to them 
Personally I believe that women’s suffrage 
is a tower of strength for a library. There 
is no force so potent for civic betterment as 
the women’s clubs as they are conducted on 
the Pacific Coast. They interest themselves 
actively in the best things, and | know from 
experience the wonderful work they can and 
will do for library efficiency. I personally 
believe the presence of women on library 
boards is of great importance, particularly 
where women’s suffrage exists, The in 
creased ease with which appropriations are 
secured from city councils when women 
members of a board appear before them 1s 
a sidelight worth notice. All over the coun 
try the socialist party is gaining strength 
Socialists stand for liberal appropriations t» 
public institutions, good salaries and efficient 
administration, 

The principles which govern the amount of 
money libraries are justified in expecting 
for their maintenance have received little 
systematic investigation. My brief study anil 
tentative conclusions I venture to consider 
merely an introduction to the subject. 

Given two cities each having 100,000 inhab 
itants, other things being equal, a public h- 
brary in one city should do as much work 
and be of as much service as the other It 
should be possible to measure in terins of 
use the normal efficiency of either library 
It is safe to say that our first factor in de 
termining the extent of work 1s population 
But, one city is prosperous, progressive, the 
other is not; one has a high property valua- 
tion, the other is poor. The former city can 
consequently afford to spend more for tts 
public library. The library in the latter city 
will as nearly as possible approximat the 
service and use of that in the former city, 
but it can serve only in proportion as the 
means for service are provided The second 
factor in determining oul budgets is the 


amount of taxable property the city and 
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the income it will produce. Under present 
conditions one ought also to take into con- 
sideration city income from licenses, police 
court fines, etc. Single tax would remedy 
this complexity, These, then, are the two 
chief factors in our budgets: first, population 
and library service per capita, and, second, 
property values. But other factors every- 
where must be considered —as the location 
of the city, the character of the population 
(as in the South the use per capita will be 
reduced by the non-reading negro popula- 
tion), the density of population, affecting the 
number of branch buildings (which inevi- 
tably increase per capita cost), the special and 
endowed libraries which tend to reduce per 
capita use and also per capita cost, the plans 
of our library buildings, making great differ- 
euces in the cost of administration. 

The basis of support for the public school 
systems varies in almost as many ways as 
there are States, But school authorities have 
given the subject careful thought, and the 
foundation principles which they seem to be 
actually accepting are illustrated by the praz- 
tice of some of the most advanced States 
There seems to be a double basis for main- 
tenance (buildings are a separate considera- 
tion). First, a per capita basis, that is, the 
number of children of school age in the State. 
A State tax is levied to produce, say, $10 
per child. That gives a distinct and equitable 
foundation for every district of the common- 
wealth. But the character of the counties 
varies, so the county commissioners are in- 
structed by law to levy a county tax which 
will produce up to a certaiz amount for each 
child of school age, say, again $10. These 
two levies will produce in the maximum, say, 
$20. There is another basis, in which one 
takes into consideration primarily property 
values and such other local factors as were 
referred to above. Local school boards de- 
cide how much the local property can stand 
for school purposes in addition to the two 
tax levies already mentioned; just what are 
the local characteristics which cause the prob- 
lem to vary; and they then make whatever 
additional levy is necessary to meet the needs. 
You will observe that the law, in so far as it 
applies to the State and county tax, pro- 
vides an automatic increase in the total in- 
come in proportion to the increase in the 


number of children of school age. The con- 
clusions of those States which have either 
adopted or are working toward the plan 
just outlined are suggestive as a basis of 
support for libraries. The population which 
the public schools consider is the number of 
children of school age; the population which 
libraries have to consider is the total popu- 
lation. The schools do not reach all their 
population; and certainly the libraries do not 
reach nearly as large a percentage of theirs, 
but the difference is not in kind but one of 
degree only, and that difference will gradu- 
ally disappear as our libraries grow in effi- 
ciency, The organization toward which the 
public libraries in many of the States are 
tending seems to be roughly about as fol- 
lows: (1) A strong central library system 
consisting of commission and State library, 
supplying the rural districts, district schools 
and the small towns with library facilities, 
organizing new libraries, and in addition act- 
ing as the central library storehouse. (2) A 
county library system, supplying the needs of 
every nook and corner of the counties. To 
support this dual system, a State tax might 
be levied which would produce a certain sum 
for the service the commission should ren- 
der to every inhabitant not served by the 
county libraries, and, in case an efficient coun- 
ty organization exists, making it unnecessary 
for the commission to act, the amount raised 
by State tax for such a county could 
be paid over to the proper county library 
board. It should be possible to find a unit 
of cost per capita, varying, of course, in dif- 
ferent States in proportion to property valu- 
ation and other factors. Such a cost unit, 
once discovered, could be embodied in State 
law, and the revenue would accordingly in- 
crease with the increase in population to be 
served, In this way a certain minimum 
amount would come automatically to every 
public library organization in the State, di- 
rectly proportional to the population to be 
served. In addition, each county should be 
empowered to levy a tax for libraries which 
would produce enough to meet estimated ex- 
penses. The millage of the State tax would 
vary with the number of people to be served; 
the millage of the county tax would either 
remain the same from year to year, thus pro- 
ducing additional revenue as the county prop- 
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erty valuations increased, or it would vary 


between and minimun lim- 


decided by 


So we would hav 


ertain maximum 
its. the degree of variations to be 
the appropriating bodies 
a dual basis of support, one a definite mim 
mum income for the service of each p 
whom it is our duty to serve, and the other 
diminishing 


additional income increasing or 


with property valuations 
ditions it is possible for a municipal library 


Under present col 


partially to adopt some such method by dé 
termining what a fair cost per capita would 


be. taking into consideration local conditions 
and comparison with other libraries Once 
having determined such cost per capita, it 1s 
easy to find what millage of the tax levy 


would produce the total amount There is no 
absolute test of a library's efficiency. Compat 

ative study of work accomplished and cost 
of maintenance must be our chief resources 
In making comparisons of work, circulation 
is by no means the only test, for much of the 
work and expenditures of libraries 1s de 
voted to other fields, such as reference work 
and reading rooms, But it is still a fact that 
comparative statistics of reference work and 
reading room attendance are too inaccurate 
to form a basis for comparison. Neither is 
the number of cardholders as yet much ofa 
test. as the life of the cards varies altogether 
too much. It remains true, then, that s 
tistics of circulation are the best comparative 
test we have of work accomplished. Unfor- 
tunately circulation statistics not 
strictly comparable, so great is the divergence 
in methods of counting. Next in importance 
to the adoption of some good definite system 
of accounting, it seems to me that the Ameri 

can Library Association should adopt some 
standard system for counting circulation sta- 
tistics. Varying rules in regard to the loan 
ing of books for two weeks or four weeks, 
the counting of renewals, seven-day bocks, 
loaned to 


even are 


counting circulation of books 


schools, clubs, ete. are merely some of the 
reasons why accurate comparison is so diffi- 
any 


order to come to 


must find some basis of 


cult However, in 
conclusion at all we 


s only approximate 


comparison if it 

In collecting some statistics of library sup 
port and use in the United States, I tried to 
get returns from each of the 51 cities which 
100,000 population ac cording 


than 


nore 


has 
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t sus yo. Counting Allegheny 
Bre Queen's Borough separately 
rom Pittsburgh and N York, there ar 
ill } ties l f them have no pubhi 

raries, a I g others ufficient data 
was obta lt i nparis possible, I 
vas al I to secure figures from elevé 
ities ranging populatie from 27,000 to 
1-000 I get a I basis of compar 
s for appropriations, I reduc 1 the as 


sessed valuation of property in all the cities 


to a 100 per cent, valuatior ascertained what 


millage on these property values 


the income for 1910 from taxes, even if ap 


propriations were made in a lump sum, and 
what millage would have produced the tota 
income for the year 1910, including incot 
from dog licenses, police court fines, library 
fines, etc., but excluding income trom 
dowments because comparatively few pul 
libraries have more than very small endow 
ments, and even in such cases the interest 1s 


usually for the purchase of certain 


classes of books, for which the library would, 


spent 


without the endowments, spend but little of 
its city appropriations 

In the group of large cities the rate of levy 
in mills which produced the income from 


taxes in 1910 averaged .218 of a mill, and 
the rate of levy which would have produced 
the total 
averaged .26 of a mill 


averaged 17 8/10 cents in 1900 an 


income except from endowments 
The income per capita 
29 cents 
in 1910, an increase of 62 per cent The cir 
culation per capita in 1900 averaged 1.617 
and 1910 it averaged 2.187, an increase of 35 
per cent. It 1s interesting to note that in 
1910 the average expenditure for each book 
circulated was 13 3/10 cents; for purposes of 
comparison we are considering only circula 


disregarding entirely reference 


tion and 

work 
The corresponding averages 1 the 

I venture to give th 


Brookline ( Mass.), 


smaller 
cities are interesting 
list of these eleven cities: 
Cedar Rapids, Duluth, Elizabeth, Erie, Jack 
son (Mich.), Lynn, Peoria, St Joseph (Mo.), 
Springfield (Mass.), Tacoma (Wash.). The 
rate of levy in mills which produced the 
1910 (based on a valu 
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income from taxes in 


ation of 100 per cent.), averaged of a 


mill, and the rate of levy which would have 


produced the total income except from en 
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dowments averaged .329 of a mill. 
come per capita averaged 35 7/10 cents in 
1900 and 35 5/10 cents in 1910 (practically the 
same), but the circulation per capita in- 
creased from an average of 2.61 in 1900 to 
3.259 in 1910, or 25 per cent, The average 
expenditure for each book circulated in 1910 
was 10 5/10 cents. In 1910 the small cities 
received an average income per capita of 22 
per cent. more than the larger cities. As 
showing the very distinct connection be- 
tween income and circulation, it may be noted 
that in the two groups of cities, the one 
which has the largest per capita income 
(Brookline) also has the largest per capita 
circulation, and the one which has the small- 
est per capita income has the second smallest 
per capita circulation. 

It is approximately correct to say that in 
1910 appropriations for schools averaged 


Amonc the problems which confront the 
librarian called vpor to organize or reorgan- 
ize a library, the twin problem of catalog and 
classification is one of the foremost. That its 
importance was early recognized and is not 
exclusively an article of faith of our later 
day professional librarians, has again been 
pleasingly illustrated by Alfred Franklin’ in 
drawing from its resting place a classified 
catalog of the Sorbonne Library of 1338, 
prefaced by the modest compiler with an ex- 
planation beginning with the following legend 
from Ecclesiasticus, which may well serve as 
our motto: Sapientia abscondita et thesaurus 
invisus, quae utilitas in utrisque! In order 
that wisdom may be readily accessible to the 
searcher for knowledge and that the treasures 
of the library may not remain hidden, it 
should not only possess a good alphabetical 
catalog, but should be well arranged in meth- 
odical order. Indeed, until it is thus arranged 
a collection of books cannot well serve the 


* Read before New Zealand Library Association, 
Auckland, N. Z., April, 1911. 
' Franklin, Alfred Guide des savants ... dans 
les bibliothéques de Paris. Paris, Welter, 1908. 
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about 15 to 16 times those for libraries, but 
the percentage of increase since 1900 was 
greater for libraries. According to the Cen- 
sus Bureau, in the 148 largest cities of the 
United States, from 1902 to 1907, the per 
capita expenditures for the police department 
increased 10 per cent.; for fire departments, 
21 per cent.; for schools, 23 per cent.; for 
libraries and museums, 37 per cent. From 
these figures it seems evident that the per 
capita expenditures for libraries have in- 
creased more rapidly than those for any other 
department of municipal activity. 

At present the average rate which will pro- 
duce our library income is approximately 
three-tenths of one mill on the dollars, reck- 
oning on the basis of 100 per cent. valuation 
It is safe to say that this average rate is too 
small, for the inadequately supported libra- 
ries are in the majority, 


purpose of a library and does not deserve to 
bear that title. As there are still some, how 
ever, who are heard from time to time main- 
taining that classification is futile and a waste 
of time and labor, since it fails to bring t 

gether ali the resources of the library on 

given subject and that the catalog alone is 

satisfactory method of exhibiting them, it 
seems justifiable to reiterate some of the ad- 
vantages to be gained from shelf classifica- 
tion. The student or business man in the 
pursuit of his investigations finds the litera- 
ture which concerns his inquiry collected for 
him ready for examination. In so far at least 
as the material exists in the library in sep- 
arate form, he is saved the time of bringing 
it together title for title by the roundabout 
method of referring first to bibliographies 
and then to catalogs, writing out separate 
slips for every item, frequently only to be dis- 
appointed in the scope or character of the 
books when they reach him. The librarian 
who has to answer these same and thousands 
of similar quests over and over again is saved 
that time in each instance. Classification 1s 
an economy. But it is more. Having before 


| 


him the material belonging allied classes 
and connected subjects in logical sequence his 
mind is constaytly refreshed and kept im 


touch with the sources of information, his 
service becomes more and more efficient. And 
last, but not least, he is made aware of th 
deficiencies as well as of the resources ane 
growth of his library in a most impressive 
way. 

In attempting the solution of the question, 
“What classification is best?” for a given hi 
brary the librarian may not always have be 
fore him in convenient form the data which 
he desires to assist him in arriving at the 
right conclusion. The literature of the sub- 
ject has grown to vast proportions, and much 
of it is not readily accessible even in library 
centers. It is the object of this paper to 
give a brief account of the more generally 
available schemes, and more particularly of 
some of the printed classifications v hich may 
be regarded as best adapted for general ap- 
plication. Time was too short for a more 
comprehensive digest. A few references to 
some of the principal bibliographical sources 
of information on the classification question 
aire appended, however, which may be fol 
lowed most profitably in a detailed study of 
the subject. 

Two courses are open to the librarian in 
Getermining what shall be the classification of 
his library: 1. He may decide to work out 
an individual system, specially adapted to the 
scope and character of the collections in his 
charge and their use. This procedure has 
been largely followed in the past, and is still 
preferred in many instances by the larger 
university and reference libraries, libraries of 
other learned institutions and societies, and 
particularly those devoted to special sciences 
and research or to professional interests, That 
the interests of the specialist should govern 
the classification of such libraries 1s self- 
evident. How, for instance, the literature of 
pure food should be grouped in my library, 
depends clearly upon whether I am a dairy 
man, a chemist in a municipal laboratory, a 
doctor, or a legislator. 

For the librarian of the public library dedi- 
cated to the service of a constituency of all 
classes the case lies differently. _ The con- 
struction of a scheme meeting adequately the 
demands of a modern library is a most diffi 
cult undertaking requiring much time and 


nicans as a rule greatly beyond the resource 


i the average hbrary And even if prac 
icable the tages of such a system, how 
ever well carried out, would b largely offset 
by the greater cost a ‘ompared to that of 
applying an existing scheme In addition 
there would be the disadvantage of being able 
to share in a much lesser degree the benefits 
to be derived fre m parti ipats n in coopera 
tive cataloging and bibliographical ent 
prisc 


2. The alternative course t n of adopting 


r adapting an existing scheme of classifica 


tion will commend itself to him for its sup 


rior practical advantages. How favorably he 
is situated in this respect compared with his 
colleagues of a generation ago he may easily 
demonstrate to himself by a glance at “Public 


libraries in the United States of America 
their history, condition and management ; spe 
cial report, Department of the Interior, Bu 
reau of Education; Washington, Government 
Printing Office, 1876." This valuable enc; 
clopedia of library science and practice ot 
some 1200 pages, which is not yet superseded 
in the English speaking world by any com 

prehensive treatise, and retains all of its in 

terest and much of its authority, devote 

come forty pages in all to classification, im 
cluding under the head of Catalogs and cata 
loging a description of the Dewey Decimal 
classification: of that of the New York Ap 
prentices Library by Jacob Schwartz; and of 
the “modification of the Baconian plan” pre 

pared by William T. Harris, as applied in 
the catalog of the Public School Library ot 
St. Louis. Dr. F. W. Poole outlines on two 
pages “a classification . . sufficient for the 
class of circulating libraries we are consider 
ing” in his chapter on Organization and man 
agement of public libraries; and Prof. Otis 
H. Robinson, librarian of the University of 
Rochester, gives in another chapter one page 
of practical advice on the classification of 
college libraries. From that date (1876) 
which marks the organization of the Ameri 
can Library Association, and the establish 
ment of the Lisrary yourNnat, followed the 
next year by the London ¢ ‘onference of Libra 
rians and the organization of the Library 
Association of the United Kingdom (now 
the Library Association pure and simple) the 
contributions in form of classification scheme 


and discussions of their relative merits sith 
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eds of public libra 
Notice here 


the record 


ecial reference to the n 
ries begin to multiply; 


rapidly 


of all of them would lead too tar; 


may be followed in the files of the Liprary 

URNAL, Public Librarics of Chicago, and 
the British and continental periodicals de- 
voted to library science, among the latter 


more notably the Zentralblatt (formerly Cen 
tralblatt) fiir bibliothekswesen. Full 
ences may also be found in the list of biblio- 


reter- 


graphical authorities given at the end of this 
paper. 

As already mentioned, the Dewey Decimal 
classification was the first to make its appear 
ance at the very beginning of the new era. 
lor many years it remained the only general 
scheme in print, complete and fully indexed 
In this availability more than in anything else 
lies its practical usefulness which is the cause 
of its popularity. It is easily applied and 
worked even by persons with little 
An excel- 


may be 
or no experience in classification 
lent illustration of its application is furnished 
by the A. L. A. catalog.’ One of the purposes 
of this volume, it is stated in the preface, was 
“to take the place of the printed catalog in 
small public libraries ;” this purpose it has ful- 
filled most admirably. A printed card catalog 
of the collection was prepared also, and may 
be procured from the Card Section of the 
Library of Congress. 

In its later, more expanded form it has been 
adopted also by a number of larger libraries, 
with 
more or less extensive modifications amount- 
ing in some cases to the substitution of inde- 
classes. The 
seventh or twentieth edition, with 
revised headings and expansions providing 
for new subjects which have come into exist- 
ence since the issue of the sixth edition is 


in practically all instances, however, 


pendent schemes for certain 


century 


' Full title: Library of Congress. A. L. A. catalog; 
8000 volumes for a popular library, with notes 
1904. Prepared by the N. Y. State Library and 
the Library of Congress under the auspices of the 
American Library Association Publishing Board. 
Editor, Melvil Dewey; associate editors, May Sey- 
mour and Mrs, H. L. Elmendorf. Washington, 
Government Printing Office, 1904. In two parts. 
Pt. 1: Class list, with synopsis of Decimal classi- 
fication and subject index. Pt, 2: Dictionary cat- 
with synopsis of Decimal Expansive 


alog, and 


classifications 

The catalog may be purchased from the 
tendent of Documents, 
cloth, $1 


Superin 


Washington, D. C Price, 
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how m press Few libraries ot itinental 
Europe use the Decimal classificati But 
the Institut International de Bibliographie at 


Brussels, founded in 1895, adopted it for all 


the contributions to its projected universal 
bibliography (Bibliographia universalis) and 
those of its many affiliated institutions and 
collaborators The FPrussels form of the 


schedules is greatly expanded in part and 
considerably modified, and translations in sev 
eral foreign languages have been issued. In 
its numerous publications, prospectuses and 
bulletins devoted to standardization and uni 
fication of bibliographical methods the Institut 
recommends with special urgency the exclu 
sive adoption of the Decimal cassification by 
all libraries and for all bibliographical pur- 
poses whatsoever. (It may be remarked here 
that the combination 
ployed by the Institut for the classification of 
titles, whether on cards or in bibliographies 
in book form, are for the most part imprac 
ticable in marking books and catalog cards in 
libraries.) At the International Congress of 
Bibliography and Documentation, held Aug 
25-27, 1910, at Brussels, under the auspices of 
the Institut, it was recognized, however, that 
there may be reasons for the existence of 
other and a declaration 
voted in favor of the establishment of 
cordance tables between the Decimal and such 
other classifications, that the Decimal 
classification be adopted as an “auxiliary in 
ternational bibliographical classification.” The 


decimal symbols em- 


classifications, was 


con 


and 


congress also expressed to Mr. Dewey its ap 
preciation of the great services rendered by 
him through the invention of the Decimal 
classification. 

Next to the Decimal classification the Ex 
pansive classification of C. A. Cutter is un 
doubtedly the one of widest application in 
public libraries. Richardson’ refers to it as 
“the most logical and modern in its nomen 
clature, of recent 
scientific work of high value,” 
introduces it as “one of the most 
and complete modern schemes of classifica- 


and “a _ really 


and Brown* 


systems,” 
scientific 


tion.” 
These expressions may be regarded as re 
flecting the estimate of the library profession 


* Has been issued since the writing of this paper. 
Richardson, FE. C. Classification N. Y., 1991 
p. 206-7. 
Brown, J. D. 
L., 1898. p, 73. 


Manual of library classification 
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Augus 
the first 


classifications im 


publication 


the 


rally 
I.xpansive 


six 
classification has been adopted by an increas 


ing number of libraries vith very satisfactory 


results. The completed system will nbrace 


representing graduat d 


seven classifications, 
expansions of the scheme from the simple 
divisions into classes sufficient for the needs 
of the smallest library to the full and minute 
of the seventh, designed to meet 
the requirements The 


features of the system, its supe 


schedules 
of the largest libraries 
characteristic 
rior elasticity, brevity and mnemonic values 
of the 
Cutter in a 
Conference 


notation are well described by Mr 
paper read at the International 
Library held at London, 1897 
The second part of the A. L. A catalog re- 
ferred to above shows the Decimal classifica 
Expansive classification side by 
about 
“Old 


new 


tion and the 
side in their application to a library of 
paper on 
for 


recent 
the 
devoted largely to a comparison ot 


Ro00 volumes. In a 


classifications — and excuse 
ones,” 
the Decimal classification and Expansive clas- 
somewhat to the dis- 
the writer in speaking 


sification with a bias 
advantage of the latter, 
of exceptions which had to be made to the 
underlying decimal principle of coOrdination 
and subordination expresses himself as fol- 
On the other hand, the Decimal 
not un- 


lows: 
classification never has the anomaly 
Expansive classification of hav- 
notation at least 


usual in the 
ing subheads — subheads in 
— which belong in reality under an entirely 
different subject. For instance, RFY ‘Rural 
life’ and RFZ “Management of agricultural 
estates, are not subdivisions of RF at all, for 
RF is ‘Metallurgy,’ but subdivisions of RG 
‘Agriculture,’ the subject following. Despite 
the comparatively smaller number of symbols 
in the Decimal classification it is never forced 
to ‘back up’ thus into the preceding heading 
to get room for its ‘expansion.’ He seems to 
have overlooked the many instances where 
the Decimal classification instead of meeting 
the exigency by backing up into the preceding 
provision in such a way that a 


heading makes 
subdivision of one 
Classical 


j8o 


gence ral head becomes a 
of its Thus for 
philology becomes 
(Gre ek): Romance ‘ i 
of 470 (Minor Italic dieval | 


part instance 


subdivision of 

subdivision 
atin) ; Teu 
3 Rider, A 191" 


p. 387-396 


vould 


under 430.9 Gothic; utor hilology 


the paragraph 
ite ecems to entertam 


clas 


taenty 


under 419, Hier 
next following the wt 
the delusion that becau Expansive 


und 


sification aff 
ihdivisions 
rank they must all be filled in 
will be 
to 


as 
fill 


“squeeze” it into ten, wh 


that 1t 


classification 


serious defects 
The 


seventh Expansive classification, 


is one of the 
the 


still 
awaits the issue of several schedules at dofa 
full general index to the whole sy ha 
probably proved a bar to its adoption in the 
case of many libraries. It is to be hoped that 
the delay in the completion of the scl 
caused by the regretted death of 


classification incomplete state of 


tem, 


will soon be overceme by those in charg 


the material left by him 
The most recent of 
tions, issued complet 
Subject 
for the subdivision of subjects; 
Supply ¢ 


general classihc: 
book 
tables, 


the 


in 


torm, 1s the 


classification, with indexes, 


etc., by James 
Duff 


pany, 


Brown, London, Library ‘om 
“compiled in response to a 


United 


1406, cle 


mand from 
Kingdom for a greatly extended ve 
the Adjustable classification, which was pub 
lished in 1808.” Its distinctive -haracter may 
perhaps be best described in the author 
“General princi 


manv libraries im 


rsion 


s own 
words (Introduction, p. 11): 
ples.—Like every other system of exa 
rd 


t cias 


sification, this one 1s arranged, as 


main divisions, in a logical order, or 


reasons, weak or strong, can be advanced 


rate according to a progressio! 


1 
that 


basis is a recognition of the fact 
from so 


be 


springs 


art 
ed not, the 


and 


science 


refore 


source, and ne 


grouped in a 


Iphal 


abeti 


purely artificial divi 
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Decimal classificatior las il 
would have to ‘back up’ into 469, becoming 4 ——— 
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f a higher 
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ix places as t 
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definit 
 arbitrarily 
erstom has apparently inctioned such 
usage. livisior en mort sinca 
4 tior il Pane \rt ful Art and 
Science, are examples of the arbitrary sepa 
ba 
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ration of closely related subjects, which in the 
past have become conventional, and it may 
seem heretical even at this late time to pro- 
pose a more intimate union between exact 
and applied science. Nevertheless, this is 
what has been attempted here, and those who 
use the scheme will find many departures from 
established convention which may at first 
sight appear a little drastic. The alliance of 
Architecture and Building, Acoustics and Mu- 
sic, Physical Electricity and Electrical Engi- 
neering, and other groupings of a similar 
kind are departures from the convention that 
there exists a clear difference between theory 
and practice, pure and applied science, and so 
on, which renders their amalgamation unde- 
sirable. The old distinction between theoret- 
ical and applied science is gradually disap- 
pearing from all modern text-books, and it is 
obvious that, as the systematization of science 
and its teaching improve, the separation be- 
tween physical basis and practical application, 
hitherto maintained, wili no longer be in- 
sisted upon. In this scheme of Subject classi- 
fication every class is arranged in a systematic 
order of scientific progression, as far as it 
seemed possible to maintain it; while appli- 
cations directly derived from a science or 
other theoretical base have been placed with 
that science or base. Composite applications 
of theory have been placed with the nearest 
related group which would take them without 
strain, and, as a general rule, all through the 
classification the endeavor has been to main- 
tain a scheme of one subject, one place.” 

The main classes designated by the letters 
of the alphabet are grouped under four heads 
— Matter and force, Life, Mind, and Record, 
which indicate the theory upon which the 
order of the classes is founded. Subdivisions 
under classes are numbered decimally o00 to 
9009. Many blanks are left throughout the 
classification for new subjects or further sub- 
division. When these blanks are exhausted 
expansion may be provided for by the addi- 
tion of decimals. I have no information as 
to what extent the Subject classification is 
being applied in libraries. 

No librarian who is seriously engaged with 
the classification question can fail to derive 
the greatest benefit from the study of Dr. Otto 
Hartwie’s “Schema des Realkatalogs der 
Koniglichen Universitats-bibliothek zu Halle 
a.S.,” which was published as “Drittes Pei 


heft zum Centralblatt fir Bibliothekswesen,” 
Leipzig, O. Harrassowitz, 1888. Although it 
was designed without particular reference to 
the wants of other libraries and developed 
with more fulness in certain special direc- 
tions than in others, its plan and the con- 
sistent and scholarly execution of it may be 
regarded as constituting a prototype for libra- 
ries of its class, and the “Schema” may 
well be employed by such libraries with 
very little adaptation. The practical use- 
fulness of it for this purpose would have 
been greatly enhanced if the notation actually 
in use had been printed. It is often erro- 
neously supposed that the various letters and 
figures employed in the scheme to differen- 
tiate the rank or subordination and codrdi- 
nation of divisions and subdivisions form 
combined the notation 

During several years past requests for in- 
formation in regard to its classification were 
received by the Library of Congress in in- 
creasing number. The interior service of the 
library itself could not be supplied readily 
with the requisite number of copies of the 
schedules as the reclassification advanced To 
satisfy administrative requirements and to 
meet more promptly and satisfactorily ri 


quests from other libraries it was decided 


therefore to put the existing schedules into 
print. As the reclassification of several main 
classes was still in progress (three being in- 
complete at this date) revision of the sub- 
stance had to be dispensed with for the time 
being, and preparation for printing was prac- 
tically limited to matters pertaining to the 
typographical disposition and arrangement. 
The following statement is quoted from a de- 
scriptive pamphlet on “The Library of Con- 
gress and its work,” issued in 1907: 

“The new system of classification is devised 
from a comparison of existing schemes (in- 
cluding the ‘decimal’ and the ‘cxpansive’), 
and a consideration of the particular condi- 
tions in this library, the character of its pres- 
ent and probable collections, and its probable 
use. It is assumed that the departments of 
history, political and social science, and cer- 
tain others will be unusually large. It is 
assumed that investigators will be freely ad- 
mitted to the shelves. The system devised 
has not sought to follow strictly the scientific 
order of subjects. It has sought rather con- 


venient sequence of the various groups, con- 
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books, 


sought to 


sidering them as groups of not as 
groups of mere subjects. It 


avoid technical, foreign, or unusual terms in 


has 


the designation of these groups It has se- 
lected for the symbols to denote them: (1) 
or a double 
these letters 


ordinary 


for the classes, a capital letter 

for the 
with a 
Provision for the insertion of future 


letter; (2) subclasses, 


combined numeral in se- 
quence. 
groups is: (1) m intervening numbers as yet 
unused: (2) in the use of decimals.” 

This notation secures for future develop- 


the greatest possible elasticity in pro- 


ment tic 


intercalation of new classes or 
well as for divisions and sub- 
\ third letter could 


de- 


viding for 
subclasses as 
divisions under subjects. 
without 


be resorted to inconvenience if 


cired, for divisions mig] 
be easily converted into decimals by 


The 


thousands 


vhile the numbers t 


writing 


form 0001 to 9G09 advan- 


shorter mark for many 


vas considered to outweigh the 


ttle less symmetry 


hetic defect of a li 


; sonciderat ] 
net This consideration Was 


irs which determined the 


local lists in the schedules 


rever a country or other local 


desired under a subject, 


rtain degree only, how 


the mnemonic 


value of a constant 


symbol for such divisions when affixed to the 
subject number, as is the practice in the Ex- 
the Brussels schedules, and less 


the 


and 


pansive 
effectively in Mewev Decimal classifica 
tion 

The other fa 
tant one, is that the Library of Congress ar- 


the 


‘tor, and the far more impor- 


rangement ermits grouping under a 


D 

country of all the subdivisions of a subject in 

related 


order which are immediately 


+} 


remseives 


at 
logical 


and have jointly a more 


than to the 
the 


while the mechanical application of a 


intimate relation to the country 
subye 
cal 


under every subject and various subdivi- 


eeneral theoretical works on 


ns under it has the effect of scattering in 
material which belongs together. 
It Library of Ce tice 


ngress pra 
rece gnized, I eleve, if, for in 
the such sub- 


Money, 


subarrangement 
Banking id is 
1 HG not 
preclude the introduction + f more 


local under special 
r that 


examined class 


extended lists 


henev 
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questions of the day 
The 


technical deta! 


the with 


stage of 


case 
in the 
embrace a 


tables 
for the treatment 


discussion schedule 


also ThlaSS of 


in the way of of form divisions and 


similar devices and of 
derly arrangement of masses of material such 
As a con 


between 


as official documents and the like 


venient and reasonable compromise 
the chronological (or scientific) arrangement 
of single works which 
the same work, and the alphabetical arrange- 
side 


separate editions ot 
ment by author, which places side by 
different 


periods of d 
period divisions with 


works belonging to 
velopment of a science, 
alphabetical subarrangement ha been intro- 
corres] nd as 
development of 

ind 


duced; they are fixed t 
the 


in any 


as may be to periods of 


the s ven case 


similar material are, however 


ranged by date, even 
n. It is hoped that such spe 
scl service 


edules may be of 


occasion to ac 


vho have 


minor problems 


The general principle of arrang 


classes or under subjects 1 
(1) General form divisions: Pet 
Collections, 


placing of this material at th head 


cieties Dictionaries, 


or subject, has besides its logical justify 
the creat practical advantage of marking 
7 the be 
Theor 


(4) Ilrea 


at a distance 


eve 


ginning of subject (2) 


Philosophy. History 
Gen 


relations. (6) Study and teaching. (7 


ral works. (3) Law. Reguiatior 


cial subjects and subdivisions of subjects 
from the more general to the speciti 
in logical order. When 


ot coordinate 


oressing 
gre ng 


and ¢ as possibl 


among a considerable number 


subdivisions of a subject a logical principle ot 
order was not readily discernible, tl 
betical arrangenient was preferred 

eral principle toacertam 


cerned the malt 


Ag 
is a rule ar- es : 
7 } 7 t ement ithin 
corporation oft as Ton 
themselves whi dicals, So 
subarrangen etc Phe 
4 
State 
upon the group a 
mé Polveraphy; B Fhilosophy, Relig 
‘ Th G Historical sciences; KS il 
wall science Law | ducatiot usic; N 
cts 
all +1 be printes 
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been applied in the classification of over 1,000,- 
ooo volumes in the Library of Congress, and 
when completed will have been tested on 
twice that number. A number of other libra- 
ries, among them several highly specialized 
ones, are using this classification and have 
expressed themselves well satisfied Their 
experience in some cases points to the con- 
clusion that with the Library of Congress 
printed cards and classification a library may 
be more economically cataloged and classified 
and with better results than by any other 
method at present available. 

For the convenience of those who may wish 
to pursue the classification question in detail, 
reference is added to a few of the principal 
bibliographical sources, which may be fol- 
lowed with most profit: 

Petzholdt, Julius. Bibliographische systeme. 
(In his Bibliotheca bibliographica, Leipzig, 
1866, p. 20-65.) 

Fumagalli, Giuseppe. Sistemi di collocazione 
praticati nelle diverse biblioteche . .. (In 


his Della collocazione dei libri nelle pubb- 
liche biblioteche, Firenze, 1890.) 


dugust, 1911 


Kephart, Horace. Classification. (In U. S. 
Commissioner of Education Report, 1892-3, 
vol. 1, chap. rx.: Papers prepared for the 
World’s Library Congress; p. 864-897 

Maire, Albert. Des systémes bibliograph- 
iques. (In his Manuel pratique du biblio- 
thécaire, Paris, 1896, p. 181-248.) 

Brown, James D. Manual of library classifi 
cation, London, 1808. 

Richardson, Ernest C. Classification, theoret 
ical and practical . . . together with ...a 
bibliographical history of systems of classi- 
fication. New York, Igor. 

Graesel, Arnim. Handbuch der bibliotheks- 
lehre. 2e aufl. Leipzig, 1902. p. 228-240, 
509-538. 

Hortzschansky, Adalbert. Bibliographie des 
bibliotheks- und buchwesens 1904. Leipzig, 
1905. 

Annual since 1004. covers Classification un- 
der the heading Katalogisierung. 

Based on the monthly lists contributed by 
him to the Zentralblatt fiir bibliothekswesen. 

Library work [bibliography and digest of 
current library literature]. Minneapolis, 
The H. H. Wilson Company. 

Quarterly since April, 1906. Analyzes 
some twenty serial publications devoted to 
library interests. 


CHECKING SERIAL PUBLICATION* 


Witiiam R. Rernick, Chief of the Department of Public Documents, The Free 
Library of Philadelphia 


How to properly check periodicals so that 
you may know that you are receiving them 
as issued, without costing too large a sum of 
money, has been a question, and especially 
so for a collection of documents where there 
is no pecuniary return for promptly sending 
the library the various bulletins, reports, ete. 

During my incumbency of the position of 
Chief of the Department of Public Docu- 
ments, my attention was called, very forci- 
bly at times, to the necessity of some means 
of keeping track of the thousands of publi- 
cations issued daily, weekly, monthly, semi- 
yearly, yearly and bi-yearly which were re- 
ceived, and especially the numbers issued at 
irregular intervals. 

All of these serials were listed upon the 
regulation library cards, and we now have 
about 35,000 cards in our checklist. It was 
simply out of the question to think of going 
over these cards once a month to see if 
the numbers were being regularly received 
on account of the amount of labor involved 


by the Author.) 


*(Copyrighted 


and the time consumed. The keeping of 
these daily and weekly cards in separate 
files did not seem to be practicable, as an 
assistant when asked for a certain publica- 
tion, not knowing at what intervals the pub- 
lication requested was issued (and certainly 
the patron would seldom know) would have 
to look under the various files, involving a 
loss of time and money. By keeping all the 
cards of one department together, it saved 
time in checking when large numbers of 
publications were received, as was often the 
case. This proper checking became more 
necessary because it was found impossible to 
have the lists of annual reports, bulletins 
etc., entered upon the cards in the catalog, 
and the various numbered’ reports amounting 
to thousands received each month added to 
these cards without an expenditure be- 
yond all proportion with the practical use 
made. As it was necessary to have a check- 
list for the office force and for the catalogers 
in order to tell when reports were received, 
I decided to have the checklist give all the 


rt 
’ 
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information necessary, and in the catalog in 
stead placed cards as follows: 
Pennsylvania 

Health, Department of :— 

Annual reports 

(A list of Annual reports contained in The 

Free Library of Philadelphia may be re 

ferred to in the Department of public 

documents. ) 

Anyone familiar with checking, will see at 
once the time that is saved by using the 
words enclosed in brackets 

So, after trying various schemes and sug- 
gestions, | thought of the following plan, 
which is now proving very practicable in 
keeping track of our serial publications 
Some of these forms with one or two changes 
were already among the stock of a firm 
dealing in library supplies and the others 
were designed by me and they are to be ob- 
tained, I believe, from the same source. 


for the previous month 


received, the December signal 1s 


sed and a January signal attached 


The first f sho (p. 418) is for pubh 
cations that are issued weekly he card 
being divided into 52 spaces allows the issue 
of an entire vear to be placed upon one card 
Each space has headings, under which may 
be noted the part of the volum eek ot 
the year if the vol part n thre 


date of publication and when it was received, 
i.e., vol. 2, no. 37 should be entered nu the 
space under no. 37 on the card, but 1f not 
numbered, we take the day of the month on 
which it was published, find out whi 
of the year it is, and place it in the num 


bered space corre sponding to the date on the 


publication, September 27, 19010 heing 
the thirty-ninth week of the ye the data 
concerning a weekly publication issued upo 


this date would be placed in the space under 


DAILY PUBLICATIONS 


Vanufacturers bureau. 


Year 


Vol 12345 67 8 g tik 121304 15 16 17|18)19 20 21 22 23 24 26 26 27 28 


Jan. 
Feb. 
Mar 
Apr. 
May 
June 
July 
Aug. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Dec. 


For publications published daily this card 
is used. They have the twelve months of 
a year on them and each month is divided 
into thirty-one spaces, one for each day. One 
card receives the entries for a year. The 
space given to each day is large enough to 
place within it the serial number if given 
and also the date of receipt. If there is any 
day on which the publication is not pub- 
lished, m. p. may be written, or in the case 
of Sunday the letter §. As there are not 
many daily publications, these have signals 
one month ahead placed on them, :.e., the 


card now being used to receive the November 
publications has a December signal placed 
on it, and in December the cards marked 
with a December signal are examined and 


Consular liatly 


yo 


no. 39. This last may look as il it necess) 


tated too much work, but after it 1s once 
done, all that is necessary thereafter is to 
add seven days to the last date. The same 
signals are used for these cards as those 
for the daily cards, i.e., a card made out in 
November will have a December signal on tt 


In December all cards having a December 


signal are examined, and the numbers 
have been received the December signal 1s 
placed with a January s| but if the 
numbers have not been 1 d. a letter 1s 
written requesting those lacking 


Monthly publications (p. 418 entered on 
ecards having a column for each month in the 
year, with headings to enter publications under 


month for which it was issued, the number 


4 
‘f all the 1 
the numbers 
4 
— 
| 
i 
| 
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WEEKLY PUBLICATIONS with the entire twelve months on each, note 
San Francisco, Cal Municipal Recora the two months of the year in which the 

publication has been received, not published, 
Pu 10/3 during the preceding year, and cut off all 
1014 


No 14 18 26 30/34) 38 42 46 SO 
Pub'd 

Rec'd 

No 89/23 27/3 35 9 
Pub'd 

Rec'd 2/30 

No. 4.8 22 28 32 35! 40 48) 
Pub'd 

Rec'd 

Year 1910 Source Mayor 

Vol. 3 


Jan. MONTHLY 


Manufacturers’ Bureau, 


Year 1910 


the tabs except these two 

his card has spaces for eighteen years 
reports, and headlines to enter the term of 
the report (i.¢., September 26-August 25) 
number of the series and when received 
These cards are made with tabs for each 
month of the year, and when a report is 
received a card having a tab for the last 
month of the fiscal year is used. 


YEARLY PUBLICATIONS — ANNUAL 


Exactly the same style of card is used 


PUBLICATIONS 


Consular Reports. Moenthiy 


Jan. | Feb Mar. | Apr. May | June July Aug. Sept. Oct Nov. Dec. 


eccive 10 
wor Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. | May | June July Aug. Sept.) Oct. | Nov. | Dec 
ol o. | 

Received 
Vear Jan. | Feb. Mar. | Apr. | May = July | Aug. Sept.) Oct. | Nov. Dec. 
Vol. No. | | | | | 
Received | 


Source, Supt. of Docs. 


of the part of the volume and when received. 
One card will do for three years 

As the time consumed in going over the 
monthly cards every month of the year would 
be expensive, the cards are made with tabs. 
By using one hundred with the January tab, 
then one hundred with the February tab., etc., 
every twelve hundred cards are divided into 
twelve portions, one for each month of the 
year, dividing the work in such a way that 
only one-twelfth has to be gone over each 
month. There is seldom any difficulty in 
obtaining monthly numbers for a year back, 
or the cards could be used without tabs and 
signals used instead. Or, as we do, add sig- 
nais to all monthly publications that are fre- 
quently called for. 

A few publications are issued semi-annu- 
ally, and these cards (see p. 419) have 
years divided into two portions, which 
headings to show the term and number 
of the report received if numerical num- 
ber is given, one card showing the receipts 
for nineteen years. But as these reports are 
issued twice a year, two months are neces- 
sary to be shown, so we have cards made 


with the exception of the year printed in the 
spaces. (See also p. 419.) 

Biennial reports—Two fiscal or annual 
years. In these cases 1910 and 1gI1 are 
printed for two annual years and 1910-1912 
for two fiscal years. The heading “Term” 
snables you to enter the correct term. 


IRREGULAR PUBLICATIONS 


These are entered upon the ordinary li 
brary cards, and the date of receipt marked 
to the left of the number received. Signals 
are placed on these cards, i.e., a publication 
received in November would have a Febru- 
ary signal placed on it and in February if 3 
no publication had been received since No- 
vember, and the dates on the previous num- 
bers showed that they had been issued at 
closer intervals, a letter of inquiry would 
be sent, 

MISCELLANEOUS PUBLICATIONS 


Publications such as reports of commis- 
sions, reprints, etc., would come under this 
heading. As these do not have any serial 


numbers on them, they are simply typewrit- 
ten on catalog cards, date of receipt entered 


4 
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SEMI-YEARLY PUBLICATIONS 


J URNAL 


J Feb Mar Aug 
Massachusetts Cattie Bureau 
Year Ig t 1918-1 1920-1 19 1024 
Term Aug. Jan. 
N 37 
Rec'd 
Year 1910-2 1912-2 1914-2 1916-2 1918-2 1920-2 22-2 at 
lerm Feb. July 
N : 28 
Rec'd 
Tern 
No 
Rec'd 
Year 1911-2 1913-2 1917-8 1919-2 [1923S 1925-2 1931-2 1933 2 1935-2 
Term 
No. 
Rec'd 


YEARLY PUBLICATIONS—FISCAL 


Feb. Michigan, Public Instruction. Supt.of-—-Annual reports De 
Year | 1913-1914 «1916-1987 1922-1923 1925-1926 
Term | 9i26-8 35 
No. | a5 
Rec'd 12|16 
Year rore-t9t5 77-1918 1920-1941 1923-1924 1926-1927 
Term 
No. | 
Rec'd 
Year | 1912-1913 rgt5-1916 1gt8-191g | 1924~1925 1927-1928 
Term | 
No 


Source, State Librarian 


and filed, except where there are parts or 
volumes, in which case a signal would be 
placed on the card, in order to be on the 
lookout for the next part or volume. 

At first glance, this seems, as it did to me, 
te be entirely too much time to give to check- 
ing,but you must consider that the careful en- 
tering of your receipts is the most important 
part of the library's work If this is not 
properly done, you will find some day when 
too late to obtain them without a large ex- 
penditure of money, that many publications 
which you should have been receiving have 
not been sent regularly, if at all. Writing 
a request to a department to have the name 
of your library placed upon the mailing list 
does not mean that you will from thence- 
forward receive all future publications. Off- 
cials are constantly revising lists, new offi- 
cials are elected and the first thing they 
generally do is to destroy everything in the 
way of lists that their predecessors had, and 


also most of the mailing generally done 
by incapable persons who either skip yout 
name or else include two copies of one re 
port and forget another which you should 
have received. They simply know that you 


are to receive so many pieces, and as the | 
shows the required number, including a du 
plicate or two, they are satisfied 

Some patrons ask for a report of a certain 
date, others one published at such and such a 
time, and again others for the 27th report 
It is also useful when persons come in and 
insist that a certain report has been issued 
A glance at your cards will at once show 
you that he is wrong, as they often ask for a 
fiscal report, the term of which ts still run 
ning, and then getting the last fiscal report 
find that that is the one meant \gain 
the date of receipt of those of pre eding 
years will show about what time the next 
should be expected. The word “Source” 18 
placed on the cards to place the name « 


: 
a 
i 
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the office to which requests are to be sent, 
as very often reports of one division are 
distributed by another, 

The signals, in six colors, are also sold by 
various office supply firms, one color for 
January and June, another for February and 
July, ete, and as another safeguard the 
abbreviated name of the months are printed 
on them. In the case of the publications 
which are entered upon cards with tabs, 
vhen they are gone over for the month that 
the tab calls for, if the publication has not 
been received a letter of request is sent. If, 
instead of the publication, a letter is received 
stating that the publication will not be pub- 
lished until a future period, a signal for 
the month designated in the letter is placed 
upon the card and removed upon its receipt. 
All letters of request are kept in a temporary 
file, and on the fifteenth of each month the 
letters sent out the preceding month are 
gone over, compared with the checklist and 
if the reports requested have been received, 
are filed permanently, and if not, a second 
request is sent. If the second letter is not 
replied to, the letter is simply marked “not 
answered,” and an entry made on the card 
alongside of the report requested 

As the tabs for each month of the year 
are always placed in a certain position on the 
cards it is also very easy to place the signal 
for a particular month in its proper location 
on the card. Then once a month, the assist- 
ant in charge of the work simply opens the 
first drawer containing the cards, runs down 
the line containing the tabs and signals for 
that one month, looks at only the cards so 
marked, sends for lacking numbers, and 
changes signals to a succeeding month, and 
then to the next drawer and so on. If the 
signals for the various months have been 
properly placed as they should be, there will 
be no necessity to look either to right or left 
of the line. The short printed lines at the 
top of the cards without tabs, divide them 
into twelve spaces, so that the signal may be 
placed in the proper place. Compare look- 
ing at only a small portion of the total 
number of cards each month, instead of 
40,000 (serial and separate publications) that 
we now have, and think of the time, which 
is money, that is saved by this checking de- 


vice. 
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REST BOOK CARDS 

[He American Association for Interna- 
tional Conciliation, of which Dr. Nicholas 
Murray Butler is president, is a branch of 
Conciliation Internationale, founded and still 
under the presidency of Baron )D’Estour 
nelles de Constant. 

\ll librarians are familiar with the Amer- 
ican association through its two publications, 
which are sent gratuitously to libraries, 
schools and persons specially interested. The 
first of these publications is a monthly pe 
riodical called IJnternational Conct!tation, 
each number of which consists of an article 
by a well-known writer on some subject of 
international interest The second is a 
“Monthly bulletin of books, pamphlets and 
magazine articles dealing ith international 
relations.” 

Since January, tort, the Association has 
been extending the scope of its bibliograph 
ical publications to include “best book” cards, 
issued at intervals and sent free to all libra- 
ries which will agree to insert them in their 
public card catalogs. The first card issued 
sas on the Hague peace conferences. Ac 
companied by a return post card, and th 
fellowing explanation, it was sent to a sé« 
lected list of libraries: 

The accompanying card is one of a series which 
the American Association for International Concilia 
tion is issuing for distribution to libraries The 
cards are intended for filing in public card catalogs, 
whether or not the books noted are in the library. 
A space has been left for the insertion of call num 


bers. The cards will all relate to the gencral sub 
ject of international relations, under such headings 
as Diplomacy, Arbitration, etc., and will be revised 


from time to time. 

Kindly indicate whether or not you wish to re 
ceive these cards by filling out and mailing the en- 
closed postal card. 

About 400 libraries have expressed a de- 
sire to receive these cards, and an edition of 
1000 cards is printed monthly. At the top 
of each card printed in red ink is the subject 
The body of the card is filled with from three 
to five titles of books which in the opinion of 
the bibliographer are the best books on the 
subject. The titles are annotated. 

The primary purpose of these cards is to 
bring into prominence books which tend to 
create a friendly feeling between citizens of 
different nations. By the mere act of in- 
serting these cards in its public card catalog 
it is hoped that each library may bring to 
the notice of many readers the best books on 
a subject which is demanding the attention 
of the entire world. It is hoped also that 
the cards will be of bibliographical value to 
librarians. Any library which is not now 
receiving these cards may be put upon th: 
mailing list by addressing the American As 
sociation for International Conciliation, Post 
Office Substation 8&4, New York City. Sug- 
gestions concerning improvements in the 
cards themselves should be sent to Frederick 
C. Hicks, assistant librarian, Columbia Uni 
versity, New York City. 
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SOME INCONSISTENCIES IN THE 
BOOKBINDING ART* 
By Joun J. PLEGER, Manila, P. I. 


Or the one hundred and sixty three re- 
plies received to a letter of the ongression 
al committee on_ printing to librarians 
throughout the United States requesting 
their preference for style of bu ding for 
Congressional documents and reports (tak 
ing into account durability, utility and popu- 
lar favor, disregarding entirely the element 
of cost), seventy selected buckram; twenty- 
five, cloth; twenty, linen duck; nineteen can- 
vas: eighteen, half russia, and eleven, sheep 
As the majority pre ferred full cloth or buck 
ram to full sheep or half russia and as the 
following statements were made, it is evident 
that a considerable number of librarians have 
but a limited knowledge of b vokbinding : 


No leather of recent ire, except the most 
expensive morccco, 15 trust 
that the time will soon ccm ational gov 


ernment will quit the use of leather 
[ most objectional le styl 


No. 1 sheep is by far the 
of binding Books bound in this material are b 
coming disintegrated They constantly deposit fine 
powder on the shelves 

Sheep is useless, and is being generally discarded 
by publishers who are abrerst with the best methods 
lt would be a pity to have the government con 
tinue to use an antiquated, not durable method, 
especially as it is a very expensive one 

1 do not think of anything published by the gov 
ernment for which I would recommend sheep 

My preference ts for buckram. One effect of time 
has been the crumbling away otf the sheep bindings 
in such a manner as to leave very much of the 


binding on the hands and clothing when handling. 
I should specify the polished buckram, but no 


leathers 

Our sheep bindings are rotting; would much ap 
preciate a change. 

If buckram and cloth could be made uniform in 
appearance, use both; prefer them to sheep or russia 

The librarian of the Colonial Library at 
the Hague, in discussing bindings received 
from various countries, said that the cheap 
cloth bindings from the United States were 
a national disgrace, yet popular russia 
(American cowhide) was favored by only 
eighteen of one hundred and sixty-three 
American librarians, although this leather is 
constantly used where durability is the prime 
requisite; in at least one library in the Uni 
ted States there are books beund in 1879 
with American cowhide which are in a good 
state of preservation Full sheep seemed to 
have been hopelessly outclassed but there 
are volumes in San Francisco bound in 
sheepskin, oT “medical sheep,” in 1842-1856 
which have been subjected to the usual con- 
ditions and usages of a public library and 
still show neither breaks at the joints nor 
other signs of dissolution or decay 

In the endeavor to cheapen production, all 
styles of leather bindings have undergone 
so many labor saving devices that the libra- 

*Reprinted from Printing Trade New July 15, 
191! 
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ass judgment on russia when it 1s, 
itv. buffing, on bark skiver instead of 
leep, on grained roan ofr hock instead of 


morocco, on seal grain cowhide instead of le- 
vant. morocco, ete., and libraries are full of 
decayed bindings due to such substitutions 

o doubt that the returns on 
ther bindings were not caused altogether 
d decay of the leather, but that 


he meth of binding had much to do with 
the unfavorable comments While book- 
hinders may discourage the us f a case 


. stead of a laced-in book, as the use of the 
former means more hine work and less 


work for the journeyman, still it 1s true that 
the latter style excels that o1 the case book 
in point of durability, as the signatures are 
sewed on twine ommonly illed sunken 
hands. and the ends are laced the boards 
In a case book the sewing has no cot nection 
vit! the boards ¢ pt by being pasted to 
the end sheets. Since the invention f sew 
ing machines, case books have incr ised and 
laced-in books decreased und, in the ma 


oritv of cases, twine or tap has been 
eliminated because of the additional labor 
To give the required appearance for library 
yle, a substitute for lacing has been adop 
ed: the most popular way 1s to glue a piect 
of super to the convexed back to which the 


boards are tipped To produce a book co 
sistent in all its parts, the merits of a laced 
in book when contrasted with such methods 


will be hardly disputed. A machine-sewed 


hook can be sewed to permit the boards lx 
ing laced to the volume by sawing the signa 
tures between the stitches. then drawing the 
soft twine through the sawing after the sig 
natures have been sewed and the books cut 
apart. Or, better still, the signature may be 
sewed to linen tapes, the en pasted tn 
tween the two thicknesses ot boards and 
then forwarded like a laced-in book 

The Government Printing Office at Wash 
ington, in its endeavor to cheapen produ 
tion, tips the projecting ends of the tapes to 
the boards and covers the joints with paper, 
eliminates the bands and pastes the titles on 
the back of cover. Titles stamped on thin 
skiver and pasted on the backs of leather 
hound volumes should not be tolerated. A 
consistent leather bound book has a title 
stamped in the leather and bands to protect 
the lettering when the book is in use 

The back lining, or loose back, 1s usually 
made in the least possible time and little 
attention paid to the necessity of the lining 
sticking to the convex bach Some forward 
ers in the hurly-burly of the everyday shop 
rub the back lining with the palm of the 
hand, eliminating the folder. The constant 
pening of the book demands that the ba t 


lining be of a strong thin mate rial well alu | 
to the convex back As a general thing, th 
‘oints of a laced-it hook get the least 
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tion, notwithstanding that there is more wear 
on the joints than on any other part of a 
book. <A visit to any library reveals books 
bound in leather (sometimes genuine mo- 
rocco) case book style, the joints covered 


with paper, an inconsistency which is read- 
ily apparent. The character of the book 
should determine the style of binding. A 
case book will suffice where a permanent 
cover is unnecessary. Where permanency is 
desired, the boards should be attached to the 
sewing, which should last as long as the 
covering, and the joints should not be cov- 
ered with paper but with cloth or leather, 
nd sewed to the outer sections of the book. 
Why cover a book with expensive leather 
embellished in gold when the joints will 
crack long before the outside of the book 
shows any wear? 

The principal -enemies of Congressional 
documents and reports are cockroaches, and 
the full cloth or buckram, in which most of 
the documents on recommendation of the 
Congressional printing committee are bound, 
is especially attractive to them. The Gov- 
ernment Printing Office, in consequence of 
the experiments conducted by the Bureau of 
Standards, concluded that certain buckrams 
were immune from attack, to which Public 
Printer Donnelly gave endorsement, “One of 
the strongest guarantees which accompanies 
this material is that it is positively bug- 
proof, which is an important factor in ma- 
terial for use in this country and undoubt- 
edly would be of great superiority for use 
in the Philippine Islands.” 

The closing section of the 46-page memo- 
randa issued by the Congressional printing 
committee to justify its action regarding the 
change of binding material follows: 


After full discusion of the reports of the Bureau 
of Standards and the Librarian of Congress and 
examination of the samples of book cloths submit 
ted, the sample marked “666 was unanimously 
selected 

It would appear that the Director of the 
Bureau of Standards and the Assistant Phy- 
sicist, by reason of the unanimous selection 
of “666” buckram as a substitute for sheep, 
stamped that material immune from attack 
of insects and croton bugs. 

These covering materials, which are said 
to be immune in the United States, were 
found to be appetizing to cockroaches in the 
Philippines, of which there are at least two 
kinds, ryparobia maderae and periplaneta 
americana. It was thought that the albu- 
men or gelatine size, which is used by stamp- 
ers to affix the gold or metal leaf, attracted 
these bugs to book cloth and buckram cov- 
ers, but this theory proved erroneous, as 
these materials were readily attacked when 
there was no application of sizing. It was 
then thought that the glue and paste were 
responsible, but this likewise proved erro- 
neous, and the conclusion has been reached 
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that these bugs find the coloring substance 
nutritious 

During the past three years thousands of 
bound y ylumes have been sent over the world 
by the Insular Government, in which cou 
pons were inserted requesting information 
as to whether or not the covers were at- 
tacked by insects or croton bugs. On these 
books was used a varnish said to have been 
recommended by a commission appointed by 
the British Government, composed of 2 
ounces dammar resin, 2 ounces mastic, 1 
ounce Canada balsam, 4% ounce creosote, 20 
liquid ounces spirits of wine, and one pre- 
pared from a formula of the Bureau of 
Science of the Philippine Islands, contain- 
ing 400 grains bleached shellac, 160 grains 
white resin, 8 grains bichloride of mercury, 
salicylic acid, or tymol, 8000 grains c.c. alco 
hol (96 per cent. or stronger). The Gover- 
nor-General of Mozambique, Portuguese 
East Africa, made the statement regarding 
books varnished with the second preparation 
that “cockroaches, which abound in_ this 
country, gnawed a greater part of the bind- 
ing in ten days.” This varnish was issued 
with the caution, “Do not get on the hands 
during use or it is apt to cause eruptions.” 
Any preparation which is strong enough to 
cause eruptions and to kill the bugs which 
it has not prevented from attacking the ma- 
terial is dangerous to use on books as it can 
be easily transmitted to the eyes, and as the 
returns indicate that varnish does not give 
immunity, none should be used 

The Bureau of Printing, in its endeavor to 
find a substitute for cloth which would be 
free from attack, has been reasonably suc 
cessful, as it was demonstrated that certain 
colors of fabrikoid, pluviusin and texor 
derm were immune; these materials are said 
to be water and stain-proof, which enhances 
their value. Owing to the limited number of 
‘olors on hand, a positive statement regard- 
ing all colors cannot be made. Each experi- 
ment was made with from sixty to one hun- 
dred and seventy-five cockroaches in screened 
boxes with only water for sustenance, and 
was severe, as only one color or material 
was tested at one time. The material was 
prepared in the regular way required by 
stampers to affix the gold or metal leaf, and 
later washed off, as albumen, gelatine, shel- 
lac or any preparation to affix the stamping 
material is attractive to the roach, and it 
was thought best to remove all temptations 
The roaches perished in about ten days with- 
out attacking the material. The results of 
such experiments should be of great value, 
as an analysis of the colors found to be im- 
mune will probably suggest the method of 
making fabrics which are free from attack 
for no book cloth or buckram should be used 
as a covering material for tropical countries 
unless it is safe from destruction by croton 
bugs. 


| 


versity, t id the delegat tot x ul 
meeting of the American Associat f Mu 
seums at Boston that our modern mu } 
often reminded him of the plan of a Germat 
scholar for making a model of the world, at d 
everything in it life-siz he did more that 
hit upon humorous comparison. He indi 
cated one of the serious problems confronting 


our larger organizations to-day. Every year 
it is becoming less the duty of these institu 
tions to assemble illimitable collections; 
rather is their task that of displaying to the 
best advantage the collections already owned, 
and of exercising the greatest discrimination 
in the selection of their accessions. This was 
one of many points illustrated in the reading 
of an interesting set of papers before the 
convention 

The delegates, numbering 95, were received 
for registration Tuesday morning, May 23, at 
the Boston Society of Natural History, and 
then proceeded to the Museum of Vine Arts 
for the opening session. President Frederick 
J. V. Skiff, of the Field Museum of Natural 
History, called the convention to order and 
introduced Dr. Arthur Fairbanks, director of 
the Boston Museum of Fine Arts, for the 
address of welcome. Very properly, his wel- 
coming speech was in the nature of an intro- 
duction to the museum. The vertical division 
of the building into distinct museums repre- 
senting different schools of art, and the hori- 
zontal division into a floor for display and a 
floor for reference, were explained, together 
with the policy of associating objects “of the 
period.” This description was later supple- 
mented by Mr. Louis Earle Rowe's explana- 
tion of the “Docent Service,” which has been 
used so advantageously in the Boston Mu- 
seum. Mr. Edward Robinson followed with 
an address on “The organization and work of 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art.” When it 
is considered that last year over eleven thou- 
sand paintings were offered to the Museum, 
of which number only a few were accepted, 
the enormous amount of routine work gov- 
erning accessions alone in this and other de 
partments may be realized 

Mr. Beniamin Ives Gilman analyzed very 
accurately with the aid of mathematical for- 
mule the functiens of the label. Because the 
necessary restriction as to size necessitates a 
brevity in the wording of the label, that con 
duces to falseness, he characterized the result 
as a libel. For this reason the Boston Mu- 
seum prefers merely to number its objects, 
trusting that the visitor will look up the refer 
ence in gallery guides. Thereupon Dr, Fred 
eric A. Lucas tried to show that Mr. Gilman 
had libeled the label. Although his topic was 


“Docent versus label,” Dr. Lucas was of the 


parkway he A \r tun 1 Mu 
n. O to | rt 
nin held stor 
t Natural H 
dulged 1 Mr. Het W. Ke paper of 
‘Business systems in the Metropolitan Mu 
seum of Art” revealed tl ethod vhicl 
make possible the k of 
the institution to which it t Rob 
inson, had already referred. Int I 
of Mr. Charles Louis Polla ‘ or 
the “Double card entry musem talow” was 


read by Miss Pollard. Mr. FE. L. Morris als 


spoke on “Museum catalogs,” and M: \.H 
Cooper-Prichard explained the “Geogray hical 
cataloging system” and its usefulness for held 
work. 

On the morning of the second day the n 


vention convened at the Fogg Art Museum in 
Cambridge The first order of was 
the election of officers for the following year 
which resulted as follows: president, Edward 
S. Morse of the Peabody Museum, Salem; 
Ist vice-president, Henry 1. Ward of the 
Public Museum of the City of Milwaukee; 
2d vice-president, Benjamin Ives Gilman ot 
the Boston Museum of Fine Arts; secretary, 
Paul M f the Charleston Museum, 


business 


Rea of 
Charleston, S. C.: assistant secretary (a new 
ly created office), Miss Laura L. Weeks ot 
the Charleston Museum; treasurer, W. P 
Wilson of the Philadelphia Museums, Phila 
delphia; councillors (to serve three years), 
Frederick J. V. Skiff of the Field Museuni 0: 
Natural History, Chicago, and Henry W 
Kent of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
New York 

The convention then listened to papers by 
Mr. Edward W. Forbes, on the “Relation of 
the art museum to a university,” and by Miss 
Anna D. Slocum, on “Possible c 1 
tween the museum and the school 
win Atlee Barber had been unable to prepat 
a formal paper on a “( " 
American and European museums,” 
sented as the result of his European tour ot 
inspection a decision distinctly favorable to 
the Americar museums. Plans for the me 
Germanic Museum of Harvard Universit) 
were exhibited by Professor Kuno Francke 
after which the delegates were entertained at 
a luncheon in the Harvard Union 


nnection 


“omparison 


The afternoon session had been arranged 
with especial regard for the need f the 
science people, an opportunity to visit other 
museums thereby being offered those dele 


gates not wishing to attend \t 


q 
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evening session at the Boston Society of 
Natural History a number of papers omitted 
from the previous order of business were then 
read. Dr, A. H. Griffith advised as “How to 
make museums valuable to the public.” “The 
work of a local museum” was the subject of 
a paper by Mr. Charles W. Johnson, and Mr. 
Wilfred H. Schoft explained a “Device for 
fastening labels to glass shelves.” With the 
aid of the stereopticon Miss Delia I. Griffin 
illustrated “The Fairbanks Museum and its 
work.” 

Not the least of the many attractive feat- 
ures of Bostor as a convention seat is the 
number of excellent museums in the near 
vicinity of the city. Advantage was taken of 
this fact by holding the third day’s session 
at Salem. The morning was occupied with 
an inspection of the Peabody Academy of 
Science, whose interesting collections orig- 
inated in the East Indian voyages of early 
Salem sea captains, and of the Essex Insti- 
tute, which is preserving for us the life of 
our New England forbears. After luncheon 
in the Peabody Museum, the convention was 
entertained by papers in Academy Hall on 
“Exhibition cases in European museums,” by 
Professor Edward S. Morse, and “Endow- 
ment of research work by museums,” by Dr. 
Franklin W. Hooper. This completed the 
program of the convention, but the majority 
of the delegates chose to avail themselves of 
the opportunity to visit neighboring museums 
on Friday. The institutions which acted as 
hosts to the visitors were: the Thayer Orni- 
thological Musevm of Lancaster, the Archzo- 
logical Museum of the Phillips Academy, An- 
dover; the Worcester Art Museum, the Mu- 
seum of the Society of Antiquity, the Amer- 
ican Antiquarian Society, and the Society of 
Natural History, all of Worcester. 

This terminated the successful sixth annual 
meeting of the American Association of Mu- 
seums. It was determined to hold next year’s 
convention in the city of New York. 
Mitton MATTER. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY OF 
AMERICA 


lune Bibliographical Society of America 
met on Friday, May 19, at 8.15 p.m., at Pasa- 
dena, California, Mr. C. W. Lane, former 
president of the Socicty, in the chair. Mr. 
G. T. Clark acted as secretary pro tem. 

Dr. H. E. Bolton, of Leland Stanford Ju- 
nior University, read a paper entitled “Con- 
tributions to the bibliography of Father 
Kino,” and Mr. H. L. Leupp gave a short 
talk on the two university presses at Chi- 
cago and California universities. Mr. C. W. 
Andrews reported on the International Con- 
gress of Bibliography and Documentation, 
Brussels, 1910, and Mr. L. J. Burpee re- 
ported informally for the Committee on sur- 
vey of bibliographical literature. 


A. L. A, COLLEGE AND REFERENCE 
SECTION 
PASADENA MEETING 


Tue College and reference section was 
called to order on Saturday afternoon, May 
20, by Mr. J. C. Rowell, librarian of Univer- 
sity of California. Miss Julia Steffa, librarian 
of Pomona College Library, was appointed 
secretary. 

The first paper, on “Some problems in book 
numbers,” by H. Ralph Mead, of University 
of California Library, was read by Mr. G. T. 
Little, of Bowdoin College. <A discussion of 
problems in book numbers followed. 

The second paper was by J. E. Goodwin, 
Leland Stanford Jr. University Library, on 
“Necessary red tape.” 

W. E. Henry, University of Washington 
Library, read the last paper of the session, 
“The academic standing of college library 
assistants and their relation to the Carnegie 
fcundation.” The discussion was participated 
in by Messrs. Lane, Andrews, Daniels and 
Rowell. 

On motion of Mr. Lane it was voted that 
separates of Mr. Henry’s paper be printed by 
the secretary of the A. L. A. and sent to all 
of the college and university libraries in the 
United States. 

Mr. Lane then spoke of the meeting of the 
Association of New England Libraries, held 
at Wellesley recently, where the question of 
inter-library loans was discussed. He spoke 
of the time and labor involved in sending out 
books and in checking up lists for books in 
the library and those not in the library. The 
advisability of charging a small fee was con 
sidered, the fee being not for the use of th« 
book, but simply to cover in some degree th: 
cost of the extra labor involved. The pay 
ment of a fee would perhaps insure greater 
freedom in asking for inter-library loan: 
Discussion by Messrs. Andrews, Henry, Lane, 
Leupp and Miss M. L. Jones. 

On motion of Mr. Andrews it was voted 
that the matter of the purposes, principles 
and methods of inter-library loans be referred 
to the Committtee on coérdination. 


Junta Sterra, Secretary. 


AMERICAN LIBRARY INSTITUTE 


Tre American Library Institute, organized 
in 1905, did not begin formal operations 
until 1908. It then included 50 elected fel- 
lows: this number was increased to 60, all 
of whom paid dues. There have been losses 
since then by death and resignation, and yet 
others elected. It has now 56 members in 
good standing. 

Meetings of the Institute have been held: 
in 1908, Atlantic City, March 12 and 13, with 
17 present; and New York City, December 
10 and 11, with 27 present 
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1909, Bretton Woods, N. H., July 1, with PUBLIC D 
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ICUMENTS ROUND 1 ABLI 


Documents round table was 
ler by George 5S Godard, state 
Connecticut, chairman of the 


public documents, at 5:35 p-™ 


37 present 
1910, Chicago, January ©. with 15 present; PASADENA, CALIF IRNTA 
and Mackinac Island, June «© and July 4 Tue Pul 
with 24 present 7 called to or 

1911, Pasadena, Cal., May 22. with 14 pres- librarian of 
ent out of 22 attending the A. L. A. con- committee on 


ference 

Much that was instructive and interesting 
was expressed at all meetings, the discus- 
sions proving remarkably so; but, ether than 
brief abstracts in LrprAry JOURNAL 
Public Libraries, no printed reports or pro- 
ceedings have appeared. 

In a circular letter of January, 1g08, the 
then President Dewey said: 
Library Institute thus far is only an ad 
mirable plan, carefully worked out, with a 
large field for usefulness.” Scarcely more can 
be truthfully said concerning it at present, | 
and little can be ever expected of the In- he believed 
stitute unless it brings about the publication 
of timely and effective papers, and discus- 
sions thereon, in shape worthy of preserva- 
tion and use. tative of the 

With that intent, and in view of a pro-_ librarians at 
posed second meeting of 1911 to be held in of the libra 
New York City in September next, request As Mr. D 
was made of the fellows by secretary's cir- lic 
cular of March 14, as follows: 

“For this latter occasion, the desire is to companying 
have contributed (and printed in advance) ceived, the 
a number of articles of considerable length, ted to sot 
prepared with view to publication: such pa- receiv ed by 
pers, together with the discussions at that asked by th 
meeting, to be issued in a volume suitable The first 
for distribution and sale. Something of this Bruncken, 
kind may be made a regular feature of the and a men 
work of the Institute, yearly or otherwise. documents, 

“The subject of each paper should be In this lette 
named by the contributor and submitted to gestions 
the program committee beforehand. Some round table 
articles are a 
ers are expected in due time. 

“Each fellow who will participate 
is asked to communicate within the next few ing all the 
weeks prior to the end of July, with Mr. ments of 
John Cotton Dana, Free Public Library, session of 


Public Libra 


retary 


perintendent 
pressing his 


Newark, N. J., one of the program com- be promptly 


mittee.” libraries in 
Up to the present writing, however, the what has 
program committee has received 
couragement, and but few responses even to from the 
certain personal appeals for the material de through 
sired. Mr. Dana reports nothing yet inhand = Su h a lis 


t! 
for the purpose in question, and feels that secure 
the time for advance printing of papers 1S mention hz 
rapidly 
urgent request is made that as many as Ppos- much im 


sible act at once, advising Mr. Dana direct. question 
Copies of articles must be in Mr. Dana's On moti 


and mittee on public documents, was chosen sé 


lready under consideration, oth provision should be 
intendent of documents can issue 


therein daily, or at least three times a week, show 


little en- deavor to secure such as they require 


slipping away. Hence this further press rhe 
reminder is now sent to all the fellows, and much needed an 


August 5 or they will rian of Washington, whi as di 


he private dining room of the 


land, Pasadena, Cal Samuel H 


‘ian of the Grand Rapids, Mich., 
ry, ilso a member of the com 
} 


c 


Che prevailing interest in public documents 
was made very evident by the large number 
“The American of librarians present 
The secretary read a letter trom the su 


of documents, Mr Donath, ex 
regret at not being able to be 


yresent to participate in the pro eedings, as 


it would better serve the inter 


ests of the office of superinte! dent of docu 
ments and the libraries in whose behalf this 
office was originally created if this represen- 


government could meet with the 
id talk over the needs and hopes 
Ty world. 

onath’s paper concerning the pub 


documents situation from the standpoint 
of the superintendent of documents, with ac 


suggestions, had not been re 
attention of the meeting was d 
ne of the letters which have hee 
the committee and the questions 
ose present 

letter read was from Mr. Ernest 
assistant register of copyrights 
yher of the committee on publi 


who was unable to be presert 


“¢ Mr. Bruncken repeated his sug 
made at the Public Documents 


» at Mackinac Island, viz., that 
made whereby the super 
a bulletin 


new publications of the depart 
government, especially during 
Congress, which bulletin should 
and regularly sent to the larger 
order that librarians may know 
been officially published and en 
either 
superintendent of documents of 
ieir representatives in Congress 


t would enable our librarians to 


a 


needed documents very shortly after 
ad been made of them in the daily 


publication of such a list 1s very 
d would, without doubt, do 


simplifying th vhole document 


on of Mr. J M. Hitt, state libra 


11s ussed by 


hands on or before 

not be printed beforehand, and consequently Mrs H. P. Davison, librarian § f the Sat 

cannot be presented Micso Public Library, and by Mr. Bliss J 
Henry J. Carr, Secrelary Lien, state librarian 01 Mint ta, the r 


: 
= 
vide 
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ommendation of Mr. Bruncken was endorsed 
by the meeting unanimously. 

The committee on public documents sum- 
marized this recommendation and the debate 
on the same in the following resolution, 
which it reported to the council, where it 
was adopted: 

“As many librarians are seriously handi- 
capped in their reference work through lack 
of definite information as to what publica- 
tions have been issued by the several depart- 
ments at Washington, until the receipt of 
the monthly catalog of government publica- 
tions, which is not published until several 
weeks after the period covered by each 
issue, 

“Resolved, That the superintendent of 
documents be respectfully urged to publish, if 
possible, a daily of weekly check-list of all 
such government publications issued by the 
several departments at Washington. Through 
such a check-list librarians will be informed 
concerning the many documents and reports 
now called for, having been mentioned in the 
daily press. We believe that this early infor- 
mation should be regularly supplied to de- 
pository libraries also.” 

The secretary then read a letter from Mr. 
J. David Thompson, chief of the division of 
documents in the Library of Congress, an- 
other member of the committee on public 
documents, expressing his regret that he was 
unable to be present at the meeting. Mr. 
Thompson called attention to the fact that 
the Monthly List of State Publications with 
its several subject indexes had involved a 
great deal more labor than was anticipated, 
as several of the states have been rendering 
but very little assistance. Mr. Thompson 
stated that although this Monthly List is now 
well started, largely through his constant 
personal attention, its continuance is likely 
to depe nd on the extent to which State libra- 
rians assist the Library of Congress by see- 
ing that the Library of Congress receives 
all of the material issued by their respective 
State governments This closer co-operation 
by the states is all the more necessary now 
that the preparation of the Monthly List 
must soon become a part of the routine work 
of the office. 

On motion of Mr. Adam J. Strohm, libra- 
rian of the Public Library, Trenton, N. J., 
it was voted unanimously that we express 
ur appreciation to the Librarian of Con- 
gress and the chief of division of documents 
for the preparation and publication of the 
Vonthly List of State Publications and that 
we express the hope that the several states 
will send their documents promptly to the 
Librarian of Congress so that all the official 


documents issued by each state will be 
promptly included in the Monthly List of 
Stale ublicat s, and also in order that the 


necessary Library of Congress cards can be 
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made directly from the documents them- 
selves. 

A roll call by states was taken in which 
it was shown that a large number of states 
were represented. In every case the person 
answering from a state promised to do his 
or her utmost to assist in making the Month- 
ly List of State Publications as complete as 
possible so far as his or her particular state 
was concerned. 

The last letter read by the secretary was 
from Mr. Lawrence J. Burpee, librarian of 
the Carnegie Library, Ottawa, Canada, in 
which he proposed and advocated an exten- 
sion of the distribution of United States pub- 
lic documents so as to include various libra- 
ries in the Dominion and the extension of 
the distribution of Canadian public 
ments so as to include various libraries in 
the United States. 

On motion of Mr. Hitt, of Washington, it 
was unanimously voted to endorse the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was later adopted 
by the Council: 


aocu 


At a time when the advantages 
trade have been recognized by the United 
and Canada, it is appropriate that steps si 


taken to bring about something in th f 
reciprocity in public documents; as the G t 
of the United States issues annually large 

ber of public documents that would he f service to 
Canadian public libraries, and similarly tl Gov- 
ernment of the Dominion of Canada s many 
publications that would be of value in the United 
States, 

Resolved, That representations be made t : 
governments leoking tcward the loption of some 
plan by which the supermtendent of d ments at 
Washington, or some other official, tld be mad 
an agent for the distribution of Canadian publi 
documents to American libraries, and | King’s 
Printer at Ottawa an agent for the distribution of 
United States public decuments to Canadian li- 
braries 

Meeting adjourned 


Geo. S. Goparp, Chairman. 
THE PLACE OF THF PUBLIC LIBRARY 
IN THE COMMUNITY * 


THERE was a strong dominant note in the 
recent American Library Association conven- 
tion at Pasadena that could not fail to impress 
itself vpon the general observer, possibly 
even more sharply than on the more active 
participants in the meeting. Many currents 
of professional interest meet and mingle and 
cross in any assembly of workers from a field 
at once so varied and so specialized as the 
library field has hecome to-day; but in re- 
viewing the Pasadena meeting it ts evident 
that the interest centered upon a single broad 
phase of modern library activity — the analy- 
sis and presentation of the Place of the Pub 
lic Library in the Community: a presentation 
dealing not with technical details of library 
organization and administration, but with the 
broader side of the library’s relation to state 


* Reprinted from The Dtal, June 16, 1911. 
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and municipal government, the support and 
privileges it should receive, and the recogni 
tion it deserves as a far-reaching agency ot 
public education. In Mr Wyer's presidentia! 
the 


address, on “What the community owes 
library,” the central thought of the conven- 
tion was set forth in concise statements of 


the right of the public library te fair financial 
support, to carefully chosen and effective 
trustees, and to clearer recognition of its 1m 
fluence and its needs. Interesting and sig- 
nificant in the further development ot this 
theme was the address of Dr. Bostwick on 


“The exploitation of the public library,” show- 
ing how the increasing importance of the 
library in the community carries with it a 
danger that its influence may be de flected 


into commercial channels or used to give pub- 
licity to personal enterprises unconnect: d with 
legitimate library activity. 

A discussion of the relations between hibra- 
+} 


ries and municipalities carried for vard the 
treatment of the central theme The effect 
of the commission plan of city government, 
the influence of branch librartes within their 
specific districts, the ¢ nditions of city civil 


library efficiency, 
in their discussion 
of the public 


rnment has 


service beat ing upon 
were the sub-topics; and 
it was evident that the 


library in the scheme of city ¢ 


as 


not yet been defined with prectsi Perhaps 
the greatest general intet attached th 
discussion of civil service restrict upon 
library administration. Ce rtainly this subject 
was a most vital one in its relation to public 
librarv efficiency on the Pacific « t. The 
point at issue was the need of a system of 


civil service regulating appointment and con 
1 and con- 


trol of the library staff, maintained 


rolled by the library itself, as against the 
‘nclusion of the library in a general city civil 
cervice system applying indiscriminately to 


which prac 
ntrol from 


The ex- 
cellent address of Mr. Jennings, of the Seattle 
Public Library, and the resultant discussions 
based on the experience of the leading libra 
ries of the country, were of the greatest \ Iu 
in making clear the basic facts that libraries 
must be dissociated from al! political inf 
ences and that library must be re 
carded as a specialized calling in the field of 
public education 

Turning from the municipality to the 
another session was given to the r mar} 
extension of library privileges to all 


employees im all city departments, 
tically removes all administrative c’ 
the hands of the library authorities 


sery ice 


of the community, nov heing carried on 
through state commissions, county hbrarie 
and kindred agencies. The latest departure 


in this field is that undertaken by the state of 


f a careful 
library 
respects th 


establishment 
-ounty 


California in the 
planned and -oordinated 


tem. This is in some 


nificant piece of library I vislation vet adopted, 


and th urce of its development will be fol 
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lowed with interest by all concerned in edu 


cational affairs. It is planned to reach not 
only isolated hamlets and small settlements 
with od selections of books — “branches” 
ef a county library organization, with head- 


seat but through this 
direct to individual 
ary facil- 


quarters at the county 
medium to bring books 
homes far removed from public hbt 


ities. What California has now undertaken 
is already familiar in other states, though m 
somewhat different guts In Wisconsin the 


} 


small public library has achieved perhaps tts 


highest efficiency, through the tostering care 
of the state’s Free Library Commission. Here 
the travelling library was made the basts ot 
development thes« small llections beimg 


sent out to all parts of t 
etthlements cross roads stor 1 
single farn houses, for com 1 
travelling library stator 
public library organizati 
small mimumities, d the lil t es 
tablished e! through the t { the 
commission organized hnical 
t] ile at same h 
commission workers the communit hem 
selves have been led t recogni t ya 
importance and its right to fat financial sup 
port 
Under the California plan the t 
libraries will | n no way dependent upon 
or controlled by th mmunity thes I 
but will be independent agencies of the gen 
eral county system, focussing im the central 
county hil 1 It be seen that the 
states thus represent different principle 
of librarv development nd a compariso! i 
results after a te years’ exper! cannot 
fail to be interesting and valuable One not 
able advantage to the C lifornia system th 
much larger income it make available for 
library extension, thre ugh county taxa 
tion provided for; another 1 that under effec 
tive county organization general development 
must be more rapid than through individual 
effort under supervision ; it is also ev ident that 
the California system will mean a rats ot 
the standard of public librarianship thi ] 
out the state, an improvement mn library i! 
iries, and the consequent placing f brary 
service upon a higher ssional level Mn 
extremely ful analysis of the basis upon 
which library extension w rk kas been d 
veloped in different secti vas given | 
Mr. Dudge i the Wisconsin Free Librat 
Commission, tine out differences 
method that are inherent in the hoi f cit 
rent administrative units, such as tow hip, 
count and st Mii rr ( ld ol 
‘ublic Librar 
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library authorities to bring good books to the 
people outside of the larger cities and towns. 
The pioncer work of the Brumbach County 
Library of Van Wert, Ohio, one of the first 
county libraries in the United States, was re- 
viewed; and an interesting glimpse was given 
of the unique extension methods developed 
by the Washington County Uree Library of 
Hagerstown, Maryland, where a “book 
wagon” makes its regular rounds through the 
sparsely settled primitive country regions, its 
precious freight eagerly awaited by the dwell- 
ers in the isolated farmhouses and mountain 
cabins. 

In logical pendant to this varied and 
enlightening review of ways and means by 
which books are being made a part of the 
daily current of American life, was the vig- 
orous and well-ordered statement of “The 
basis of support for public library work,” 
given by Mr. Hopper, of the Tacoma Public 
Library, which, while dealing specifically with 
the fiscal details of library support — methods 
of effective preparation and presentation of 
budgets, principles regulating increase of ap- 
propriations, etc. — was at the same time an 
excellent presentation of the development of 
the public library into one of the great educa- 
tional departments of municipal and_ state 
government. The efficiency of the library as 
on educational factor was further emphasized 
in a well-considered paper by Mr. Arthur H. 
Chamberlain, of the National Education As- 
sociation, who urged the advantages of closer 
relations and coOperation between the two 
great rational associations of teachers and 
librarians. 

While this summary is necessarily both brief 
and selective, still it is believed that it fairly 
indicates the dominant note of the latest con- 
ference of American librarians —the main 
channel along which thought and speech were 
directed and in which after-influence is most 
likely to be realized. That such after-influ- 
ence will be of special value to the library de- 
velopment of the Pacific coast there is every 
reason to believe. The growth of public li 
braries within the last decade has been not- 
able through all this region; but there is not 
yet the full response from the community that 
is necessary to bring library service to its 
highest efficiency. The clear and certain tones 
in which at this meeting the basic principles 
of modern library development were set forth 
must prove both stimulating and informing 
The removal of the library from political in- 
fluences, the improvement of librarianship in 
qualifications and in material reward, the 
power of books for education and for recrea- 
tion in everv walk of life, and the duty laid 
upon state and city to make the library val- 
uable and available to every citizen — when 
these essentials are more clearly understood 
the place of the library in the community will 
be less vital a subiect for argument and ex 
pe sition Heren E. Hatnes. 
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THE PROBLEM OF THE UNUSED 
BOOK* 

Every circulating library of considerable 
magnitude that has been in operation for a 
number of years gradually accumulates many 
volumes that are seldom or never used. In 
a general way it was long known that we 
had such a problem here, but just what 
it was we did not know. An effort was 
made last winter to get some knowledge 
and light on this subject. During the Christ- 
mas vacation and early in January a num- 
ber of the boys and substitutes were used 
at odd hours to go over the shelves of the 
circulation department of the Ryerson Build- 
ing and to note from the book slips the 
books that had not gone into circulation for 
the last two years, that is, for 1909 and 
1910; in other words, to make a record of 
all books that had been on the shelves two 
years or more without going into circulation. 
There are 80,803 volumes in our circulating 
collection, including the children’s room, the 
branch libraries and the school libraries. 
Inasmuch as the branch and the school li- 
braries and the shelves in the children’s 
room are gone over from time to time and 
the books that do not go into circulation re- 
moved, what follows does not apply to them. 
The total number of volumes used for com- 
parison at the time this count was taken was 
64.162. This number includes all the circu 
lating works for adults in the Ryerson 
Building and branches and also all juvenile 
non-fiction (this last is a comparatively smail 
number and statistics of it are not separate 
from adult non-fiction). The number of 
these volumes that did not go into circula- 
tion during the last two years or more was 
13,373, OF over 20 per cent. 

The following table shows the number of 
books that have never circulated and those 
that have not circulated in a series of years: 


Not since 1885... ious 2 
Not since 1886..... 
Not since 1887......... 13 
Not simce 1890........ 17 
Not since 1891.......- 45 
Not since 1893.. 77 
Not since 1894........ 185 
Not since 1895..... 125 
Not since 1896......... 218 
Not cc 257 
Not since 1898......... 234 
Not since 1899 359 
Not since 1903.. en! 
Not SIMCE 1904... 781 
Not simce 1907......+++- 2184 


*Reprinted from Grand Rapids Public Library, 
soth annual report, year ending March it 


pages 37-40 
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The following table shows the different 
classes of books, the number of volumes 1n 
in the library, and the number 
circulate since 1908 


these classes 
in the class that did not 
or before: 


Vols. not 
culated 
Class Volumes since 1908 
Numbe Subject in Libra fore 
10K Plilosophy i¢ 
BOO. Religion 3023 93 
Sociology . 
400....+-. Ph lology 22¢ 
500.. Natural Scien gil 
600... ...Useful 67 
70C Arts 36 34 
Roo .. Literature +0447 1304 
910-919 Travel s22¢ 4 
92 biogt 5 899 
900-930-99 Hist 68 
Golden Star ¢ e Lubbock’s 
t books :6 
an’s Library 28 
(Tw preceding collections included in count f 
classified books.) 
\-Z Ficti 233 
i cn 0 
(,erman oo! 
Holland 33 
Norwegiar 
Polish 1 
64,10 13.373 


Of the 614 books that never went into 
circulation since they were put on our 
shelves, 115 were added in 1908, 77 1n 1907, 
38 in 1906, 140 in 1905, 13 In 1904, 4 in 1903, 
> in 1902, 3 in 1901, 7 in 1900, 14 in 1899, 9 
in 1898, 4 in 1897, 6 in 1896, © in 1&9g5, 29 
in 1894, 8 in 1893, 11 in 1892, 15 in i801, 5 
in 1800, 2 in 1880, 9 in 1888, 1 in 1887, 71 in 
1886. 

This investigation I regard as important 
in a number of ways, although the study is 
not yet completed. After getting a list of 
the books that had not gone into circulation 
for these years, the superintendent of circu- 
lation began in March to place blocks of 
them on open shelves to see what would 
happen. The first section so placed was 205 
volumes of “Old time biographies”—collec- 
tions of biographies, and frequently the most 
uninteresting kind of biography In one 
month 28 volumes of these went into circu- 
lation, Gradually the library expects to place 
before the public nearly all or all of these 
books which, so far as the circulating work 
of the library is concerned, have been dead. 
It will be interesting to notice how many can 
be galvanized into life in this way. Another 
interesting fact disclosed is the number of 
books among these that at one time were ¢x- 
ceedingly popular. The whi le study will give 
us a better insight into and und rstanding of 
this matter than we have had before 

After we have finished testing these books 
on the public on the open shelves, there will 
doubtless remain a considerable number of 
practically dead. The 


volumes which are 


rie LJBRARY JOURNAL 429 


question will then arise, “What shall we do 
vith them?” To keep them on the shelves 
with the other books blocks the regular work 
of the library and takes up valuable space 
which ought to needed, for 
live books. It seems to me that the solu- 
tion of this problem will be to find shelf 
library where 
eoks of this character can be stored in as 
little space as possible, but where they can 
gotten at, should the occasion require 
ithout great difficulty. For the present the 
siest way to handle them w uld be to find 


} 


¢ used, and 1s 


room in some part of the 


another place for the bound newspapers, NOW 
the basement. stack, and then use the 
hacement stack as a place for bi ks in cold 
st re, so to spe This would also mean 
that we should have to add to th helf num- 
her a mar dicating that the vere in the 
ld storage collectiot This problem of the 


used hook is one that will increase as the 


librarv grows older, and I believe that we 
annot undertake the solution of it too soon 
or too carefully 

It is not at all surprising that tl class 
biography should contain more volumes WW 
used than any other, and vastly more in pro 


portion to the number of volumes in the 
library than any other. In the first place, 
nany of these biographies are written am 
published from a sense of duty, as pious 
memorials, rather than for any real literary 
or historical reason; aevertheless, these vol 
umes frequently do hdve a certain historical 
value, and to that extent they are in reality 
reference books rather than books for the 
circulation department. For that purpose 
they can weil be given a place and should 
be preserved in a library of this kind. It 
is also to be noted that a large proportion 
of the gifts that come to the library are 
biographies. Most of the people who had 
them probably never read them, and there 
fore they are glad to pass them on Fur 
thermore, I think that many people do not 
exercise the same degree of suspicion with 
reference to a biography as they do towards 
fiction and some other classes of books, and 
therefore are likely to gather in their homes 
a considerably larger proportion of biogra 
phies than would otherwise be the case 


COLLEGE LIBRARIANS IN THI 
LIBRARY WEEK PROGRAM 
Durinc the coming New York State Li 
brary week in New York City an attempt 
will be made to inaugurate an organization 
among college and university librarians for 
the discussion of the special problems aris 
ing in this class of work The plan is to 
include all college librarians of the eastern 
states in much the same way as the college 
librarians are now organi ed for the middle 
states with their annual meeting at Chicago 


; 
= 
+ 
| 


430 


The New England college librarians have 
d peripatetic organization now, but there are 
many of the New England librarians who 
would be glad to meet in some central place 
once a year with all the college librarians of 
the eastern states for the purpose of getting 
a wider range of views and practices. 

The state meetings are as a rule too re- 
Stricted in territory and too much occupied 
with the wider range of topics to afford an 
adequate opportunity for the discussion in 
detail of the many unsolved problems pecu- 
liar to college and university library work. 

Mr. Hill, president of the New York State 
Association, has kindly set aside one day, 
Thursday, September 28, for the college li- 
brarians, and this opportunity will be taken 
to discuss such a plan and if thought best 
to inaugurate such a movement. 

The program for.this day will have two 
sessions, one in the morning for the con- 
sideration of some of the problems to be 
dealt with, and one in the evening of a more 
general character in alignment with other 
phases of library work 

As the problems of high school librarians 
are in many respects allied to those of col- 
lege libraries, especially those having to do 
with the work of students, the high school 
librarians are expressing an interest in such 
an opportunity to meet with college libra- 
rians for mutual aid and assistance. All 
high school librarians are therefore invited 
to be present at this initial meeting. 

Those interested in the project are not 
unmindful of the fact that library workers 
are approaching the limit of organization and 
that every new call must show cause; but 
this kind of an organization is not a new 
and untried one. The college librarians of 
the New England states have a flourishing 
organization of this character, and the college 
librarians of the middle states have their 
annual meeting in Chicago during the 
Christmas holidays. This will therefore not 
be a new organization, but an opportunity 
for those college librarians not included in 
either of the above categories to get the same 
kind of help and inspiration from other's 
experience and practice 
WiLtarp AUSTEN. 


A LIBRARY REPORT IN VERSE 


(Berkshire (Mass.) Atheneum and Museum Report, 


1910-11.) 


I have the honor of preserting here 
The report of the library for the year 
Books on hand when the year begun, 
§5.39!, 

Added to June 1, 1911, 


2357, 
Total number of books to date, 


57.23 

vie parts and the total will now be proved 
By noting 440 removed, 

Ry reason of wear, or tear, or age 
Or the fatal defect of a missing page 
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Che circulation last year, [ see 

Was 91,073; 

We have added this year to the former score 
8530 more 

The total number this year will be 

99,603. 


March has led for many a year 

In the number of books delivered here 

But now, as we shall long remember, 

The largest total was last November. 

The weather was cold, the winds were shifty, 
And the count was 9250 


The largest day was Feb. 1-8; 
When we issued 938 

Memorial Day showed reason plenty 
For closing on holidays: loaned but 20 
The new cards issued this year we fix 


Of pamphlets, 12,023 

Were reported in 1910 by me; 

Since then, all told, some old, some new. 
We have gained 642. 

Of these but 71 were bought; 

The others, presented, have cost us naught 


Of the volumes gained as the months have run, 
We bought 1441. 

One hundred are books or papers bound, 

And two by means of exchange were found; 
While generous gifts increased the store 

By 744. 

Miss Fannie S, Davis deserves a line; 

She gave us 339. 


The cost of rebinding our books has been spared, 
For 15,000 have been repaired; 

Miss Pierce has carefully planned this work, 
Which none of the ladies have tried to shirk 


The quality sought in our literature 

Has shown improvement, slow but sure, 

There still are thousands of boys and girls 

Who revel in stories of knights and earls, 

There still are thousands of women too, 

That borrow our novels and read them through; 
But as nothing relieves the average mind 

So quickly as these, I am half inclined 

To believe that those writers have served us best 
Who have brought to the weary the gift of rest. 


And yet I am glad to report again 

A growing use of our bocks by men: 

fo men of the factory, shop and farm, 

The library calls with increasing charm 

There is high reward in the grateful look 

On the face of the toiler who finds the bcok 
That will teach him the better to use his tools; 
Or give for his guidance the latest rules; 

And many a man is rejoiced to learn 

That the more he knows the more he can earn 
For every one, sooner or later, finds 

That better books make better minds 


Conversely, the people’s good taste will cure 
The evils that trouble our literature 

The law of supply and demand is here 

As potent as in the commercial sphere, 
Authors ef readers must take good heed, 
For foiks must write what folks will read! 


We note already a higher trend 
(You know it is never too late to mend) 

In fiction; the books show greater care, 

A brighter sky, and a purer air; 

For example, in ‘Molly-Make-Believe”’ 

There's the merriest, sauciest child of Eve; 

The story is bright, and the wit is keen; 

And it loses no strength for being clean, 

Another good tale is “The broad highway,” 

As sweet as the flowers that bloom in May; 

Yet, brimming with love, and with blood and fire, 
It thrills with courage and strong desire 

A hero and heroine self-reliant 

Are drawn by the pen of “Magaret Bryant”’; 

And many a heart has warmly glowed 

For Anne’s career, and Aston’s road! 
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who 
Spruce,’ 


God 
‘King 


serves 
in Day's “Nathan 
Burke,” 

Are shown the rewards of faithful 

But it isn’t my purpose tc burden 

With a catalog, or a rhymed review; 
But only to prove that a book's not hurt, 
By having 1t decent and free from dirt 


number is great 
late; 
lelight, 


Outside of fiction the 
Of excellent books received of 
But few will be read with more 
Than “The great white north,” by Helen Wright, 
Though, strange as it seems, I cannot but fear 

There are some don’t know that she lives right here 


Miss Peck has charge of the catalog still, 
And none could tetter the task fulfil; 

Miss Axtell examines with patient care 

Each book returned, for a blot or tear; 
Miss Elizabeth Downs at the desk presides 
And verifies all our accounts besides; 

The diligent hand of Miss Hawes is seen 

In each reference-book and magazine; 

She is questioned a hundred times a day; 
And no one, unanswered, is turned away. 
As first assistant, by every tcst, 

Miss Waterman's excellence stands confessed; 
Miss Lewis, Miss Feeley, Miss Mafred Rice, 
Are faithful in service, in judgment, nice 


been done to the building; so 
same as a year ago; 

done what we had to do. 
been patched where the 


Not much has 
It's about the 
We have only 
The roof has 
through; 
Some ceilings 


rain came 
and walls have been kalsomined; 
And the danger averted of being fined; 
(The repair committee deserves the praise ;) 
For the doors have been hung so they swing both 
ways! 
among the minor improvements made 
lawn has been brought to a better grade 
The unfortunate state of the upper floor 
Is not much worse than it was before, 
The stairs are still crcoked, and narrow and 
We still lack windows to face the park; 
And congestion below is harder to bear 
On account of the wasted room up there! 


dark; 


It is not the conventional thing to do: 
To present a report in rhyme, to you; 
But I solemnly promise to break this pen, 
And never do such a thing again:— 
I offer no further excuse; for indeed it 
Is writter in hope that some people may read it! 
P.S.-An important fact 1 forgot to mention ; 
Deserves a moment of your attention:— 
A room-ful of things from the Atheneum 
Have been placed down stairs in the art museum; 
Historical relics, that long bBave been 
Neglected, and dusty, and all unseen, 
New labelled and clean, have now their 
In twenty or more appropriate cases: 
There are ribbons and laces, and beads that show 
The fashions of Pittsfield, long ago; 
There are belts and buckles and curly cues 
Of the style our ancestors used to use; 
There are old-time and shears and 
And tables and chairs and warming pans; 
Decanters and runlets with wooden cords; 
There are lamps and lanterns and moulds for 
candles, 
And quaint umbrellas with ivory handles; 
Scales and steelyards, and keys, and rings, 
And pistols and flintlocks lots of 
Chines of 


places 


scissors, fans, 


and things; 
1 things of yarr, 

Things for the hor and the shop and the 
Things for se men that fight. 
And things for th rvi of 1 that 
Things of iron and ! 
Things that belonged 


barn: 


write; 
rass and steel, 
to the spinning-wheel; 


study 
Arranged 
to 
to 
to 
tor this and 
are most 


things are 


Where the 
selves! 


“Amectcan ‘Library Besociation 


COMMITTEE OX 


IOKBINDING 


The Review of Reviews Company has de 
cided to issue a special edition of the pho 
tographic history of the Civil War for h 
brary use. The extra cost for this binding 
will be $1 for the entire set of 10 volumes 
The sample submitted to the committee on 
binding was strongly bound in No. 18 library 
buckram, and ought to give service 
The regular edition is poorly bound at d the 
light cover is easily soiled 

The firms of Henry Frowde and Hodder 
& Stoughton have submitted samples of 
books especially bound for library us¢ The 
books are exceedingly well bound and will 
give service. The catalog of these 
editions contains many titles not familiar to 
readers in this country, but such books as 
“Robinson Crusoe,” “Little Women,” Ander 
sen’s “Tales,” “Tom Brown's Schooldays,” 
“Water Babies” and others may be found 
among them. The prices of these books are 
very reasonable and it will pay librarians to 
send for catalog. 


good 


good 


State Library Commissions 

FREE LIBRARY (¢ OMMIS 
SION 

A six weeks course in library 
opened to the libraries of the 
26, at the Pennsylvania State ¢ 
the auspices of the Fre Library Comm 
and in connection with the Stat 
Summer School for Teacher: It i 
two-fold will be gained 
bringing together of these two important edu 
cational forces. First, a more 
understanding of each other's vork: sec 
an opportunity for the librarian to ta 
of her work in the 
the 


the te ac! 


PENNSYLVANIA 


york 


was 


advantage 


ithetic 
nd, 

a part 
ffered by 


various courses 
through a eC} course, 

will be ven ¢ an to learn 

“how to use a library,” hildren’s 
books, and to gain an hat 
the library can do to help her in her work 


and, 


ers 


appreciation ot 


~ 
In “Flamsted Quarries,’ away down east ! gs that remind us of chu and 
Is the tale of a dear old parish priest; Things to light and put t a fire ee eas 
It teaches the ar Things for city and village and tarm, 
Things tor good and things for harm; 
Things for tl road and things 1 the stable 
Things for the hearth and things for t table | 
Phings of most every sort | think 
With the single exception of things to drink! 
And now they are ther the pe e know 
We et t’s pleasant to see them go, 
et d bel rt 
their wrandsires wore 
ctor’s gig; 
eld g 4 
peg 
pager to scan the shelve 
i 


Miss Julia A. Hopkins, of the Drexel Insti- 
tute Library School, and Miss Helen G. Bet- 
terly, children’s librarian, Osterhout Library, 
Wilkes-Barré, have assisted in the teaching. 
The special lecturers are: Dr. E. W. Runkle, 
librarian, Carnegie Library, State College; 
Gilbert D. Emerson, Philadelphia; Thomas L. 
Montgomery, state librarian, and Robert P. 
Bliss, assistant secretary, Harrisburg; Miss 
Mary A. True, Foxburg, Pa.; Miss Caroline 
Burnite, Cleveland; Mrs. H. L. Elmendorf, 
Buffalo. Fifteen pupils are enrolled. 

Anna A. MacDonatp, /nstructor-in-charge, 

State Library Associations 

WASSACHUSETTS LIBRARY CLUB 


The 75th meeting of the Massachusetts Li- 
brary Club was held at Gloucester, at the 
Hawthorne Inn, Jihe 15-17, torr. The meet- 
ings were held in the casino; they were of 
well-sustained interest throughout, and were 
much enjoyed by the 135 or more people 
present. The first evening session was opened 
by an address of welcome from Mayor Patch, 
of Gloucester, and a response from President 
Robert K. Shaw, of Worcester, followed by 
Mr. G. W. Woodbury, of the reception com- 
mittee, who made announcements about places 
of interest that the club was invited to visit 
during its stay in Gloucester. 

The address of the evening was made by 
Miss Helen B. Merchant, of Gloucester, who 
spoke about “Gloucester in fact and in fic- 
tion.” 

The Friday morning session was opened by 
a discussion of the subject, “Trustees, their 
duties and opportunities,” as viewed, first, 
from the standpoint of the trustee himself, 
and, secondly, from that of the librarian. 
Prof. Z. W. Coombs, of Worcester, said that 
trustees should be responsible, interested, free 
from all tendency to graft or favoritism in 
appointments, should show no political or re- 
ligious bias, and should regard public office 
as a public trust. The body of trustees should 
not be self-perpetuating nor chosen ex officio, 
as the superintendent of schools, etc. 

Their duties are to represent the people at 
large, hear complaints, and pass on matters 
of public concern, like hours of opening and 
closing, closing on holidays, making repairs, 
planning new buildings, additicns, etc. But 
their chief duty is to select an expert librarian 
and to coéperate in choosing his assistants. 
They should look to him in shaping a general 
policy, give him free swing in minor details 
of administration, but hold him responsible 
for results. 

Miss Alice G. Chandler, of Lancaster, who 
spoke next, confined her remarks to towns 
where the income was from $15 to $100 a 
year 

Mr. E. C. Wheeler, of Cambridge, made a 
few remarks, and then Mr. Gardrer M. Jones, 
of Salem, started the discussion for the libra- 
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rian. He said among other things that the 
trustees should get as good a librarian a 
possible, should defer to him in the matter ot 
book purchase, and should back him up 
against the ptblic. Disagreement between the 
librarian and assistant is a sufficient reason 
for discharging an assistant, if the librarian 
be efficient. Trustees should visit the library 
often to give the librarian a chance to talk 
things over with them, should visit other li 
braries often, and should resign when unable 
te attend their duties properly. There should 
not be too many meetings of the trustees, if 
there be a good librarian; and the meetings 
will be well attended, if the librarian keeps 
up the interest of the trustees. 

Mr. Harold T. Dovgherty, of Pawtucket, 
clesed the formal discussion of trustees, and 
said summarily: “It is a perfectly evident fact 
that their duty is to see that the library bills 
are paid, and their opportunity is the chance 
to ‘fire’ the librarian! 

“The chief general criticism that can be 
made of trustees is that as a class they seem 
te lack a live, stirring, working enthusiasm, 
and to be controlled by a strong tendency 
toward inertia and conservatism.” 

The other two speakers of the morning had 
not arrived, and Mr. Leslie Hayford, field sec- 
retary of the North American Civic League 
for Immigrants, was called upon, and he said 
in brief that the greatest opportunity for ser- 
vice was open to librarians, because the li- 
brary is about the only educational institution 
that can get hold of adult foreigners and 
teach them civic usefulness. 

Mr. Brigham, state librarian of Rhode 
Island, offered to send the bulletin of the 
Rhode Island Club on foreign books to any 
applicant. 

The following officers for the year 1911-1912 
were proposed and the secretary instructed to 
cast a single vote for them: president, Charles 
F. D. Belden, State Library, Boston; vice- 
presidents, J. Randolph Coolidge, Jr., trustee, 
Boston Atheneum, Harriet L. Matthews, 
Lynn, Clarence S. Brigham, American Anti- 
quarian Society, Worcester, ex-President 
Robert K. Shaw, Worcester; secretary, John 
Grant Moulton, Haverhill; treasurer, Etta L. 
Rabardy, Boston Athenzeum; recorder, Louise 
Prouty, West End Branch, Public Library, 
Boston. 

Mr. Huntting, of Springfield, spoke next 
about library bindings, and discussion fol- 
lowed. 

Mr, Ayer moved that a committee be ap- 
pointed by the chair to consider the matter of 
special bindings for libraries. The motion 
was carried. 

The arrival of Dr. Eva March Tappan, of 
Worcester, the next speaker on the program, 
continued the morning session. Dr. Tappan 
spoke on “Reading for children.” 

The last peper of the morning on the “Boy 
scout movement,” by Mr. Frederick N. 
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Lo It executive secretary, N \\ England 
Headquarters, Boy Scouts of -America, was 
postponed until the evening sessiot 


Friday afternoon was given up to excur- 
sions, and more than a hundred l 
wed a trolley trip “around the Cape 

fhe evening session was opened by the 
reading of a tribute to Sam Walter Foss, of 
Somervill Phe committee who prepared the 
tribute consisted of Mr. George H Tripp, 
chairman; Mr. Charles K. Bolton, and Muss 
Nellie M. Whipple, and they said a> follows: 


The Massachusetts Library Club mourns the loss 
of a former president, and a man for many years an 
active member, whose sunny nature and hearty good- 
fellowship enlivened the meetings, and whose good 
sense and fund of knowledge, deeper than book-lore, 
made his counsel of the greatest value to the asso- 
ciation. His advice was always sane, and his happy 
optimism and friendly disposition endeared him to all 
who were privileged to know Sam Walter Foss 

As ke aptly expressed it in his own verse, he so 
lived 

“That other travellers following on F 
May find a gleam, and not a gloom; 
May find their path a pleasant way, 
\ trail of music and of bloom.” 


The chief speaker of the evening was Mr 
James B. Connolly, who spun many delightful 
sea-yarns about the Gloucester fishermen. 

Mr. Cooke, in speaking on the Boy Scout 
movement, described the objects of the move- 
ment, its origin and aim, and told something 
about its organizatioa. In conclusion he an- 
swered some objections which have been 
made to the movement, and warned librarians 
against so-called boy scout magazines, as 
there is as yet no official publication of that 
sort. 

At the Saturday morning session the gen- 
eral subject for discussion was the “Great 
out-of-doors,” and the first speaker was Miss 
Helen A. Ball, of Worcester, who spoke 
upon “Two aspects of bird study.” 

Dr. Burton N. Gates, of the Massachusetts 
Agricultural College, followed Miss Ball, and 
talked upon the subject “Possibilities in bee 
keeping, with suggestions for librarians.” 

Dr. Gates presented a classification of agri- 
cultural literature, which is an adaptation 
from Dewey and has been edited by various 
librarians throughout the country He would 
be very glad to furnish this classification to 
any one upon application. 

The last speaker of the con ference was Mr. 
Xenophon D. Tingley, of Gloucester, who 
spoke upon the flora of the sea and the sands 
of the seashore. Mr. Tingley had many beau- 
tiful specimens of both sea-mosses and sands 
on exhibition, and he was aided by several 
young ladies, members of the Sea Moss Club. 

The treasurer's report was then read, ac- 
cepted, and placed on file, and the meeting 
was brought to a close by 4 motion that a 
vote of cordial thanks be extended to the 
genial Gloucester hosts who contributed so 
much to make the meeting a success 

Lana A. MacNew., Recorder pro tem 
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{FETING WITH ¢ {MI 
The V« iry Association held its 
annual meeting and the State Board of Li 
brary Commissioners held its quarterly meet 
ing in Montpel at the Kellogg-Hubbard 
Library, ‘ July il 2 
Tuesday at th \ssociation’s business 


meeting the reports of special interest were 
those from the second vice-presidents, who 
told how the libraries in their counties were 
progressing and what wert their successes 
and problems. 

The “reund table” with discussions con 
sidered “The library as a tactor in educa- 
tion.” “What the library means to men,” “Li 
brary work of the Vermont State Federa- 
tion of Women’s Clubs,” led by the president 
of that body, and “Good books for libraries,” 
all with very interesting papers and talks 
Officers elected for the ensuing year were: 
President, Miss E, S. Lease, Montpelier; 
vice-president, Miss L. D. Cheney, Rutland ; 
seeretary-treasurer, Miss E. C Hills, Lyndon 
ville: and six second vice-presidents, each 
of whom have two or three counties “1 
charge.” 

The Ladies’ Library League entertained 
the visitors with a delicious luncheon at the 
Country Club and generous hospitality 
through the two days’ meeting. The library 
trustees and other citizens provided an au 
tomobile ride. 

In the evening Mr. P. M. Meldon, of Rut 
land, gave an address on Rudyard Kipling 
illustrating with finely delivered quotations 

Wednesday morning the Board of Library 
Commissioners held a meeting and consid 
ered these subjects: “Culti ating a taste for 
something besides fiction,” “Liberal rules for 
borrowers,” “Removing material no longer 
useful,” “Vermont libraries and the State 
Library,” reports from the two Vermonters 
who attended the recent A. L. A. meeting. 
and “Commission work, old and new.” 

In the afternoon many visited the Stat 
House, and the State and Vermont Histori- 
eal Society libraries, finishing the day with 
a picnic on the highest spot in the city, with 
a fine view. 

A committee of five to answer technical 
questions were available before and after the 
meetings, thus serving partially in place if 
the omitted institute. In this omission Ver 
mont and Wisconsin agreed 

The usual exhibit of the Commussion at 
tracted many people on both days 


The thirty-five librarians and as mal 
more of the “general public” who attended 
seemed much pleased wit! the intellect 


(and other) entertainment 
R W. 


Secretary of the Comm ssion 
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Library Clubs 
MILWAUKEE LIBRARY CLUB 

The regular monthly meeting of the Mil- 
waukee Library Club was held in the club 
un of the Children’s department of the 
lic Library Monday, May t. The report 
of the nominating committee was adopted, 
which elected the f 
ensuing year: presiden 
vice-president, Miss Mary 1 
retary-treasurer, Miss Florence Weissert, and 
two additional members of the board, Miss 
Winifred Bailey and Mr. S. A. McKillop 

Che club sent a vote of thanks to Miss Van 
Valkenburg for her work in starting and or 
ganizing the club and her untiring efforts to 
promote its growth. . There was a free dis- 
cussion of plans for next year wich foretells 
enthusiastic work on the part of all the mem 
bers. Linian FE. Wenrp, Secretary pro tem. 


Library Schools and Training 
Classes 


VEW YORK STATE LIBRARY SCHOOL 


ollowing officers for the 
, Miss Deha G. Ovitz; 


‘ 
t 
lary E. Dousman, sec 


The school closed Friday, June 23 uring 
the summer an office will be maintained in the 
temporary quarters in the State Normal Col- 
lege 

Recent donations of library material for 
the schocl have been received from Mary E. 
Lytle (10), Faith E. Smith (‘oo), Heien G 
Sheldon ('93), Helen M. Thompson (ot), 
Lucy D. Waterman ('97), and Joseph L. 
Wheeler ('o9). Several other students have 
presented material to the State Library. These 
gifts have proved particularly useful in fur- 
nishing material row out of print and, con- 
sequently, hard to obtain through regular 
sources 

Juniors not excused on the basis « f pre yrous 
library eaperic ce have been assigned 
mer practice work as follows: Miss Geergia 
Benedict, Kingston (N. Y.) City Library; 
Miss Elza K. Carnegie and Miss Helen S. 
Carpenter, Carnegie Library, Pittsburgh, Pa.; 
Miss Alice M. Dougan, Pember Library, 
Granville, N. Y.: Miss Daisy M. Enright, 
Nutley (N. J.) Public Library; Miss Florence 
I. Holmes, Y. M. A. Library, Albany, N. Y.; 
Miss Gudrun Holth, Chicago Public Library; 
Miss Mildred K. Jones, Utica (N. Y.) Pvblic 
Library: Miss Gertrude Krausnick, Minne- 
apolis Public Library, and Washington Uni- 
versity Library, St. Louis, Mo.: Miss Marga- 
ret M. Lewis, Troy (N. Y.) Public Library; 
Miss Pauline McCauley, Carnegie Library, 
Pittsburgh, Pa.: Miss Emily V. Miller, Uni- 
versity of the South, Sewanee, Tenn.; Mrs. 
Flizabeth G. Potter, Library of Congress; 
Mr. Victor A. G. Smith, field work with the 
Wisconsin Free Library Commission 

NOTES OF POSITIONS 


Coulter, Miss Edith M., B.L.S., ’o7, re- 
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signed her position in the Leland Stanford 
Jr. University Library in June to become 
senior assistant in the Reference department 
of the University of Califorma Library 

Enright, Miss Daisy M., 1oto-11, has been 
appointed librarian of the Public Library, 
Nuatle N 


Foote, Mis ilizabeth L., B.L.S., 1892, for 
several years iv charge of the Training Class 
of the New York Public Library, has been 
transferred to the 125th Street Branch as 


librarian mm charge 

Fordice, Miss Frances, B.L.S., ‘11, has been 
engaged to catalog the private library of Ml 
Ambrose Clark, Cooperstown, N. 

Janvrin, Mr. Charles E., ‘11, is cataloging 
the private library of Dr. Stanton, Schenec 
tady, N. Y., 

Keator, Vir. Alfred D., New York Stat 
Library School, 12, is serving as temporary 
assistant in the Newark (N. J.) Free Public 
Library during the summer months 

McCauley, Miss Pauline, ‘10-11, goes to the 
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh as first as 
sistant in the Wylie Avenue Branch, Sept. 1 

Matthews, Miss Gertrude, “to-11, has re 
turned to Waco (Texas) to resume her work 
as librarian of the Public Library 

Rawson, Miss Fannie C., has resumed her 
work as secretary of the Kentucky Library 
Commission after a vear's leave of absence to 
pursue a special course in the school 

Rhodes, Miss Isabel K., B.L.S., ‘09, has been 
appointed reference assistant in the New York 
State Library For the past year Miss 
Rhodes has been connected with the Catalog 
department of the Cleveland Public Library 

Watts. Miss Blanche V. ‘1to-'ti, has re 
turned to her position as lhbrarian of the 
Morningside College Library, Sioux City, Ia 

F. K. WALTER. 
ONTARIO SUMMER SCHOOI 


The Department of Education of Ontario, 
Canada, established this year a summer li- 
brary school in Toronto, June 14-July 12 
Instruction was given and classes held in the 
domestic science room, model school, on St 
James Square. It is the first library school 
held in Ontario, and was designed to meet 
the needs of library workers in the province. 
Entrance examinations were not required, as 
this was the first session of the school; but 
candidates were required to have had a high 
school course or its equivalent Instruction 
was carried on through lectures and class 
work with practical demonstrations by ex 
perts. Subjects of study included literature, 
library methods, classification and catalog- 
ing, administration, reference work, travel- 
ling libraries, and work with children. There 
was an attendance of 32 students, including 
two or three who are taking a partial course 
only. Of the students taking the complete 
course all but two are women. Among the 
women students four are graduates of To- 
ronto University or affiliated colleges 
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SCHOOI 
NEWS NOTES 
The Commencement ek at the Western 
Reserve University was the week of June I! 
On Monday, June 12, the faculty gave them 
annual luncheon in the rooms f the school 
to the class of ‘11 and the graduates. An un 
usually large nur ther were present, including 


many of the out « f town alumni and lecturers 


President Thwing was the toastmaster of the 
occasion, and introduced in turn Miss Mac- 
kenzie, ‘11, the president of the class; Miss 
Steele, ‘oo, the newly-elected president of the 
Alumni Association; Mr. Reese, ‘05, home on 
a visit from his iibrary in Honolulu ; Professor 


Koch, of the Univer 


Root, of Oberlin; Dr 
y, a welcomed visitor 


sity of Michigan Librar 


for the day, and the dean The informal 
speeches were ente rtaining, and an unusually 
enjoyable time was the result. The annual 


Alumni Association was held 
luncheon Heretofore thts 
at the time and place ot 
this year it was 
it to Commence 
1 the change was 


meeting of the 
preceding the 
meeting has been held 
the A. L. A. conference, but 
thought advisable to change 
ment week in Cleveland, an 
found to be very satisfactory. for it brought 
together many more of the alumni. The class 
were given their certificates of graduation at 


the general University Commences ment excr- 
cises held on Thursday, Tune 15, in the Amasa 
Memorial Chapel, which is a new and 


Stone 
very beautiful building added to the campus 
this vear. The speaker of the day was Rollo 
Ogden, editor of the Vew York Evening Post. 
The very much appreciated gift of the class 
of ’1t to the schoo! a further addition to 
the tea service origi presented by the 
class of ‘09. 
Examinations 
day and Saturday, 


for entrance were held Fri- 
Tune 16 and 17 


ALUMNI NOTES 


Miss Martha Wilson, ‘05, has resigned her 
position as librarian of the Minnesota Stat 
Library Commission to become f 
School I ibrarie Departms mi oof Tn 
struction, St. Paul 

Mr. Richard Lavell. ‘os. 
and Stations of 


supervisor 
Public 


superintendent of 
Minneapolis 


{ranches the 


Public Library, has been promoted to the a 
cistant librarianship of that library 

Miss Stella Norton, ‘oo, assistant im the 
Catalog Department of the Cleveland Public 


Library, has been transferred to the Glenville 


Branch. 


Miss Mary Enoch, ‘to, assistant at the Glen 


ville Branch of the Cleveland Public Library, 
has been transferred to the St. Clair Branch 
Miss Mabel Hawthorne, ‘11, has been ap 
pointed assistant in the University of Wash 
ington Library at Seattl 
Miss Vivien Mackenzie, ‘tr. is to have 
charge of the records of the Housing and 


Ki ire il, ! 
al t IN Lata 
ging departmen f the Cinemnat ubl 
Library 
Miss Marion Warnet 1. has been ap 
pointed assistanhi 1 irel yepart 
ment of the C1 
Miss Grace Windsor, i, ha cn ap 
™ inted first as tant t the La ceville 
Branch of the Carnegi Library of | burgh 
Miss Eliz ibeth a 1 al 
pointed temporary a tant at the ater 
sub-branch of the land Pubh ibrarv 
Miss Emelia Wefel, ‘t1: Mis \la Cahill 
‘rr, and Miss Helen Prouty, 11, ot! Che 
land Public Library staff, have returnees to 
their libraries 
Miss Harriet Smith, ‘11, has been appomtee 
temporary assistant at the Alliance ub 
branch of the Cle veland Pubh Library 
Reviews 
lowers, John. Dictionary cata the 
operas and operettas which have been pet 
formed on the public stage nt 1 
W. Va. Acme Pub. Co., 1910 $7 
Mr Towers states in his preta e that the 
compilation of this dictionary has extended 
over 16 vears and the large number of titles 
collected is good evidence of this fact Phe 
final results of this research are presented 
in compact form for ready reference pu! 
poses in three separat list (1) an alpha 
betical arrangement of the titles of 28.015 
operas and operettas vith brief informatio! 
for each as to the compose r’s name, dat: 
and nationality; (2) a list of 6857 compose! 
with the titles of all operas compo ds tn 
each: and (3) a list ot libretti wit! 
mation as to the number of times each story 
or theme has been set to music All three 
lists are alphabetical and economize space 


closely, the first and third being of the title 


a-line typ Of the three the first. list 

the longest and will he the most used. Only 
operas which have actually been performed 
on the publy stage are supposed to be im 
cluded in this list, althe ugh in some cases 
where either proof or disproof of such per 
formance is not certam the title has been 
admitted with an indication of this doubt 


any descrip 
ompiler states 
his diction 
inswering 


No attempt is made to includ: 
tive or critical matter, as the 
that his object is simply to m ike 


ary a ready reference guide f 

questions as to the existence ©! ny opera of 

4 viven title, whether it ha heen pub 

licly performed. 1t po me, dates 

and nationality, the t tal list of operas by 

anv one composer, and the nur ber of times 
subiect has been set to must hese lim 
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itations are adhered to strictly and no an- 


swer is attempted to any other questions 
The need of a complete and satisfactory 
reference book on this subject in English has 
felt for some time The treatment in 
Grove’s “Dictionary of music” is brief and 


not complete, though perhaps as full as could 
be expected in a dictionary of the larger 
subject. The various Il handbooks which 
vive plots are satisfactory as far as they go, 
but these generally include only the hundred 
or so best known operas. The subject has 
been better covered in foreign reference 
books, among which are: Clément, Diction- 
naire des operas Paris, 1897; Riemann, 
Opern-Handbuch. Leipzig, 1887; and Das- 
sori, Opere e operisti (Dizionario lirico, 
1541-1902). Genoa, 1903. Comparison with 
these shows that Mr. Towers’ book is of the 
type of the Italian work rather than that of 
the French or the German, and contains 
more titles than any of the others. Das- 
sori’s dictionary is of the same compact title- 
a-line type, while Clement and Riemann list 
fewer titles, but give for each descriptive 
and critica! material about the music, sources, 
plot, ete., of each opera. From what has 
been said of the intentional limitation of 
the present work it is evident that it does 
not supersede the French and German lists, 
which must still be used for their descrip- 
tive and critical matter, although it surpasses 
both in the number of operas recorded. A 
count of the number listed under certain 
well-known titles shows: Ariadne (Ariane, 
Arianna) 58, Faust 38, Francesca da Rimini 
(Francoise de Rimini) 25, L’Olympiade 49, 
etc. 

Certain typograhical and mechanical faults 
possibly inseparable from a list composed al- 
most entirely of proper names and figures 
are occasionally evident. There are some 
slips in proof-reading, though these are not 
frequent in proportion to the great number 
of foreign names included, and the system of 
ross references might well have been ex- 
tended somewhat. The book contains, how- 
ever, a great mass of information, and should 
be distinctly useful for ready reference 
vithin the limits distinctly marked by the 
compiler. I. G. M. 


Library Econemy and Mistery 


PERIODICALS 

Public Libraries, June, contains the report 
of the Pasadena conference and also articles 
on “The ‘Eternal or’ of the librarian,” by 
Francis F. Browne, editor of The Dial. and 
“The basis of support for public library 
work,” by Franklin F. Hopper, both of these 
ticles having been part of the proceedings 
of the convention. The July number contains 
“The library as an investment.” by HH. C 
Wellman, and “The effect of commission pian 
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government on public libraries,” by Alice 
S. Tyler 

Librarian, The, April, contains “Muham- 
madan books and libraries,” by J. F. Schel- 
tema, and the usual departmental matter. 


Library Assistant, July, contains “The 
diary of our Easter pilgrimage” (contin 
ued), by Olive E. Clarke. 


Library Association Record, June, contains 
“Should children’s reading be restricted?” 
by I. Briggs; “The social work of the St 
Louis Public Library,” and “The National 
Library of Wales.” 


Library World, June, contains “Classifica- 
tion and discovery,” L. Stanley Jost; “Ac- 
cess to files of current periodicals in reading 
rooms,” by Walter S. C. Rae; “Procedure in 
obtaining extension of rating power for pub- 
lic library purposes,” by S. A. Pitt. 


California Libraries, News Notes, April, 
contains the California county free library 
law, and a circular of information for ap- 
plicants for certificates of qualification to 
hold office of county librarian in California. 


New York Libraries, April, contains “Out- 
side the walls,” by J. I. Wyer, jr., an ad- 
dress read at the Atlantic City meeting and 
printed in the Lirprary youRNAL; “A history 
teacher's use of a library,” by Charlotte M. 
Faber; and “More liberal rules for borrow- 
ers,” by Louise H. Coburn. 


Ceska Osveta, Bohemian Culture, nos. 4 
and 5 (April and May), contains an article 
by Jan Thon on the new Public Library of 
Prague, giving a short history of the libra- 
ries of Prague. Since the opening of the 
City Library in 1891 the number of readers 
has increased as follows: In 1906, 50,157 
readers withdrew 100,735 books; in 1908, 74,- 
533 readers withdrew 154,503 books; in 1910, 
84.851 readers withdrew 175.804 books 
Prague is now building a new library which 
will fulfil all the requirements of modern 
times. Also an article by Dr. Josef Wolff 
on Bohemian public libraries before 1848, and 
an article by Anton Mojzis about the expo- 
sition of books in Dresden, aiming at the 
denunciation of erotic literature. 


Bogsamlingsbladet, v. 6, no. 2, leads with 
an article by R. P. Nielsen on certain phas 
of the public library movement in Denmari 
pleading for the private initiative and for 
municipal as against state control. Th. Dés- 
sing deals with private reading circles, while 
P. Petersen tells of Hjorlunde Parish L 
brary. There are news from the field and 
the usual book reviews. 

Folkbiblioteksbladet, v. 9, no. 2, is largely 
devoted to reviews of recent Scandinavian 
literature. Walter Stenstriém tells of a new 
ly established society “Skadebanan,” whose 
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purpose is to act as an agency for the pro 
duction of healthy theatrical pertormances at 
popular prices both in the capital and in the 
smalle cities A. S. Steenberg otfers news 
from the Danish library field during 1910. 
4MERICAN LIBRARIES 
Attleborough (Mass.) P. L. (Rpt year 
1910.) Added 1415 (1284 by purchase; 67 
by gift; 64 by binding periodicals) ; total 
13,827. Issued, home use 50,233 (fict. 75.10 
per cent.). Total number borrowers 4600 


New registration 779. Receipts $7249.53; ex- 
penses $7226.98 (salaries $3008.43, books and 
periodicals $2114.74, binding $319.70, fuel and 
lights $818.36). 

The number of books lent from the chil- 
dren’s department was 9904, greater than any 
previous year. Considerable cooperative 
work is done with schools 

Brooklyn (N. Y.) P. L. By a recent de- 
cision of the Board of Estimate the library 
has received the sum of $200,000 for continu- 
ance of work upon the new central library. 


Chicago (/ll.) P. L. Hiram Kelly Branch, 
The Hiram Kelly Branch of the library was 
opened to the public June 24. 

East Orange J.) F. P. L. (8th rpt.— 
year 1910.) (Miss Louise Graham Hinsdale, 
libn.) Added 3157 (2690 by purchase; 351 
by gift; 107 by binding) ; total 31,936. Is- 
sued 188,887, an increase of 19,279 over 1909. 
New borrowers 1260, 373 of which were at 
the branch. Receipts $17.117.59; expenses 
$14,906.20 (hooks $3726.29, salaries $5804.15). 

Rooks were loaned to fire companies as in 
former years, and a travelling library was 
sent by request to the city water department 
workers at Oak Ridge. 

“The circulation of these books from their 
centers was reported as numbering 728, a 
total one-third larger than last year. The 
playground also received a travelling library. 
This was principally for the use of the su- 
pervisor in reading aloud and story-telling ; 
there seemed to be no demand for books for 
use by the children, especially as a great 
many of the children who use the playground 
drew books themselves from the library.” 

The two important events of the year 
were: the purchase by the city of a site 100 
fect square on the corner of Elmwood ave- 
nue and Clinton street in the Third ward for 
the Elmwood branch library, and the appli- 
cation of public civil service regulations to 
library affairs, which went into effect the 
latter part of December late in the 
year to bring in any results for a report 


Grand Rapids (Mich.) P. 
—vear ending March 31, 
Rth annual report of the board of 
commissioners of the city of Grand 
Mich.) (Samuel H. Ranck, libn.) Added 
8727 (7488 by purchase, 1260 by gift) total, 


115.050. Issued for home use, 306,935, as 


-too 


(40th rpt 
being the 
library 
Rapids, 
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I wit 3.84 iSt veal New card 
> 21,551, as 
| ed with 22,775 t pr us year 
tota xp ed if the several librar 
n is S SISSI.50 greater that the pre 
vious year, and $4500 less than the total ex 
penditures of three years ago. The receipts 
tor the book fund for the year amounted to 
$9625.52. It is interesting to note that of 
this sum $3465 was received from police 
court fines, and $3035.12 trom county fines 
In this connection, Mr. Ranck, in speaxing 
of the uses for discarded books, makes the 


following interesting statement: “Some of 
the officials at the jail think that the jail is 
entitled to discarded books more than any 
other place because of their efforts to help 
prisoners to collect fines, these fines going to 
the book fund. Prisoners often have r 
sources, but need the help of some one t 
get them, and this is done by the jail officials 
or deputy sheriffs. This is another illustra 
tion of how this method of supporting the 
library strikes different people. | 
strongly that it would be a great thing tor 
the library if it could be absolutely divorced 
in the minds of the public from all penal 
fines and crime. If the library is worth 
anything at all, a reasonable income for 
books ought to be a part of the regular tax 
budget, and it ought not to fluctuate with all 
the possibilities of variation in an income 
dependent on the violation of the law 

In the early history of the state this primi 
tive method of getting money for libraries 
may have served a useful purpose, but to 
day it seems unworthy of a wealthy, pro 
gressi.¢ people.” 

The total number of readers in reading 
rooms was 247,511, as compared with 251,625 
of last year. The decrease occurred in the 
branch libraries. There was a large in 
creased attendance at the library exhibits, the 
number being 64,089. From the children’s 
room, 39.945 volumes were issued, as com- 
pared with 41,052 of the previous year 
Memoria! libraries for children were sent 
into 7 homes, as compared with 15 of last 
year, and the total number of books issued 
in the five memorial libraries was 378, as 
compared with 578 last year. “The chil 
dren's librarian reports that the suppressor 
of coasting by the city authorities for several 


feel veri 


weeks resulted in fewer broken arms and 
legs to children to whom these boxes utd 
be sent. The memorial libraries for shut-in 
adults were sent out 4 times, the total num 


ber of books issued in this being 1231 
as compared with 66 last year” The falling 
off in registration at the library Mr } 
attributes chiefly to the inadequate supply of 
new books An interesting iragraph 


“The problem of the unused book,” included 
1 


way 


in this report and printed separately else 
where, gives a concise report it t 
gation made by Mr. Ranck on the possibil 


; 
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ties of bringing back into active circulation 
the dead books of the library's collection 
This report is worth careful study, 


Pittsburgh (Pa.) Carnegie L. (15th rpt. 
year ending Jan. 31, 1911.) (H. W. Cra- 
r, libn.) Added 42,904 v.; total 358, 
2 v., 23,017 pm., of which 240,229 are in 
iding collections. Total circulation from 
nding collections, 1,134,789. Total no. books 
and magazines circulated and used in read- 
ing rooms, 2,130,538 Total attendance in 
reading rooms, 1,393,446. Total no. borrow- 
ers’ cards in force, 120,269. Receipts, $367.- 
004.45: expenses, $351,965.78 (books pur- 
chased, $37,797.83: building department, 
$112,238.49; lib. dept., $139,202.17: training 
school, $14,616.98), 

The chief event of the year was the open- 
ing of the Homewood Branch on March 10 
The Homewood building, provided for by 
gift of Mr. Carnegie, has a frontage of 134 
feet and a depth of 88 feet, and is built of 
brown brick with white stone trimmings, the 
style being collegiate Gothic. At the open- 
ing of the branch the shelves contained about 
10,000 books: with the additions of the year, 
the collection now numbers about 11,622. 
During the ten and a half months the branch 
was open the circulation was 141,601. The 
total number of borrowers from the branch 
is 6448 

The work of the lending department of 
the entire library was affected by the change 
of schedules made on May 23, 1910, as a 
measure of economy and by which the time 
of library opening was reduced by one-third. 
Each division was open from 9 to 6 o'clock 
three days a week, and from 1 to 9 o'clock 
three days, the two schedules alternating, 
and half of the division being open each 
evening. “One result of this change was that 
the work was heavier on the days when the 
hours were from 1 to 9 o'clock, as the largest 
proportion of our adult work is done in the 
evening, with men and women who are em- 
ployed during the day. There are now 8 
branch libraries, 45 adult stations, 106 school 
libraries, 56 home library clubs, 32 home 
library groups and 13 playgrounds—making 
in all 260 agencies through which, apart from 
the central library, to reach the reading needs 
of the city.” The record of work done in 
the Pittsburgh report is always comprehen- 
sive, convincing and at the same time con- 
cise. In the catalog department 30,461 vols. 
were classified and cataloged. The depart- 
ment received from the printing and binding 
department 77,031 cards, all of which have 
been filed. For the depository catalog there 
have been received 39,857 cards from the 
Library of Congress, making the total num- 
ber of cards in that catalog 426,193. In the 
technology department 1838 reference vol- 
umes were added, making a total of 33,422 
in the department, with the 


ve 
73 
le 
le 


volumes now 
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lending collection of about S000 volumes also 
available for use in this department. The 
attendance for the year in this department 
was 23,173, and the number of volumes used 
28,230. Various reading lists and bibliogra- 
phies have been compiled by this depart- 
ment; also maps, including the topographic 
sheets of the United States Geological Sur- 
vey for the four quadrangles surrounding 
Pittsburgh, and a valuable map of industrial 
plants in the Pittsburgh region prepared by 
the Lake Erie and Ohio River Ship Canal 
Company, have been mounted and given con- 
spicuous place in the department 

The foreign books in the library number 
26,736, an increase of 2546 during the year 
“The Polish, Hebrew, Yiddish, Hungarian 
and Russian languages are not represented 
in the reference collection except by diction 
aries. The other languages are represented 
in both collections, the larger proportion be 
ing in the lending collections.” 

In the reference department report it is 
stated that the picture collection numbers 
26,813 pictures. “These, together with 18 
sets of stereographs, in tours of 100 pic- 
tures each, are constantly used. The stereo 
graphs are so popular that the demand can- 
not be supplied; 30,000 were issued during 
the year.” 

Since May, 1910, the library has had di- 
rect management of its bindery. This ar 
rangement has resulted in a marked economy 
in the cost of binding and has also made it 
possible to experinent with possible methods 
of reducing further cost. “One such ex- 
periment has had to do with the possibility 
of reinforcing before circulation books which 
are poorly bound and will be much used.” 

The periodical department reports 963 
magazines on file and 137 newspapers, of 
which 199 magazines and 67 newspapers aré 
either gifts or exchanges. This is exclusive 
of the 282 magazines and 83 newspapers kept 
in the technology department. In the librar) 
for the blind there are &14 books 

In the children’s department there are al 
together 227 agencies for distributing juve 
nile books; the total circulation for this de 
partment was 545,503. The total attendance 
at the story hours for the year was 78,094. 
an increase of 12,961 over that of last year 
The total circulation of books through the 
schools division was 81,720. From the play 
grounds division there was a circulation of 
34,603. In the training school for children’ 
librarians there was an enrollment of 59 jun 
iors, 9 seniors and 1, special student, making 
69 students in all. 

FOREIGN 


Birmingham (Eng.) F. Ls. (49th rpt.- 
year ending March 31, 1911.) Added, 7000 t 
ref. dept. (total, 222,376); added, 5333 t 
lending libs. (total), 126,328: total (entire 
collection), 348.704. Issued. 1,590,270. 
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Italy. La Coltura Popolare tor June 15, 
1911, has a report for 1910 on the public 
libraries (biblioteche Milan, the 


popeiari) ot 


system comprising a central library, eight 
branches, school libraries and traveling li- 
braries. The number of volumes used has 
grown from 60,000 1n I1go04 to 254,180 1n 1910 
Che latter figure includes 81,984 belles let 
tres, 77.727 “instructive books,” 39,692 1n 
science 


Christiania (Norway) P. 1 (Rpt year 
1910.) Added, 5402 vols.; total, 102,810 
Circulation, 581,205, an imecrease of 24,000 


Expenditures, 77> 


over the preceding year. 
and 


ooo kroner (salaries, 23,374.90; 
binding, 18,000). 

The librarian, Mr. Nyhuus, makes a strong 
plea for a new central building, preferably 
4 structure devoted exclusively to the li- 
brary, but, as a second choice, one in which 
the two upper floors (out of five) might be 


lx 


used for other municipal purposes \ppro 
priation for a new branch library, at a cost of 
62.000 kroner, has already been mad and 


the building will soon be started 
Widrarians 


Newcastle- 


essays, 


Anperton, Basil, librarian of 
on-Tyne, has written a volume of 
“Fragrance among old volumes,” which has 
been recently published by Kegan Paul 
(7/6 net). 


Ginson, Miss Irene, chief assistant in the 


Publication Section of the Library of Con 
gress, died at the Woman's Hospital in De 
troit on July 9, after an illness extending 
over a little more than a year. Miss Gibson 
was born in Detroit, Dec. 11, 1866. She was 
graduated from the Detroit High School in 
1887 and immediately entered the service of 


the Detroit Public Library, where she re- 
mained until 1894. During this period she 
did considerable post-graduate work in the 
Detroit schools, and was granted leave of ab- 


sence to attend the New York State Library 
School, 1892-3, receiving the junior certifi- 
cate at the latter date. From April, 1894, to 
April, 1896, she served as cataloger in charge 
of the reference room at the St. Louis Public 
Library. Miss Gibson went to Washington 
in April, 1896, to fill the position of cataloger 


and classifier in the Public Documents Li 
brary. In September, 1808, she was ap- 
pointed assistant librarian of the old Wash 
ington Public Library, where she remained 


until her appointment to the Order Division 
of the Library of Congress in 1902. Almost 
from its beginning Miss Gibson was asso- 
ciated with the Publication Section of the Or 
der Division. and rendered most valuable ser- 
vice in that department of the library. To a 
large capacity for work Miss Gibbons added 
considerable initiative and a strict attention to 
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‘ To } lleagues m the | ibrary ot 
( gress her faithfulness to her w rk and 
her loyalty to the imstituti with which she 
was connected appear as characteristic tratts 
Her constant ambition was that the Library 
of Congr hould take the lead in all its 
undertaki During the last year of her 
ife Miss Gibson afforded a signal example 
of courage, patience, and a fine reserve in en 
during the rava of a painful disease, re 
maining faithfully at her post of duty, and 
facing with indomitable pli an end which 
he knew to be inevitabl 

Harpy, | secretar f the Ontario 
Library Association, 1s U author of “The 
public library; its pla in our educational 
system,” to be published m O by Wil 
lam Briggs, 29-37 Richmond t, Toronto 
Ont. 

Hicks, Frederick C., during the r 1g10 
1Q11 superintendent of reading rooms, Col 
umbia University Library, has been appoint 
ed assistant librarian of the University L1 
brary Mr. Hicks, previous to his work at 
Columbia, was assistant librarian in th 


Brooklyn Public Library, 1908-9, and hbra 
rian of the U. S. Naval War College, New 
port, R. IL. Previous to that tim 
assistant chief of the Map Division, 
Library of Congress. Mr. Hicks 1s_ \ 1c 
president of the New York Library Club 


1905-8 


1, 
ne Was 


PLUMMER, Miss Mary W., as previously 
noted in these columns, has resigned het 
position as director of the Pratt Institute 
Librarv School to become director of the 
New York Public Library School \liss 
Plummer will return from her vacation on 
Sept. 1, at which time the full executive ta 
ulty of the new school will be assembled 
It is difficult to give adequate note ot 
achievement, influence and service such a 


Miss Plummer has contributed to the library 


movement Her accomplishment has in 
cluded not only practical library organiza 
tion and development, but it is to her that a 


large body of young and progressive lhbrary 


workers owe (a debt which they themselves 
gladly admit) much of their standard of 
working efficiency and their higher ideal of 


During 20 years of service 
well a 


library 
for 14 of which she was librarian a 

head of the library school, and won for the h 
brarv the distinctive place in the library world 
that it has since maintained, Miss Plummet 
established, standardized and developed to its 


seTvice 


present high place among library schoo the 
Pratt Institute School of I! ibrary Scrence 
With the ripe judgment and experience re 
sultant from this service Plummer 
ably fitted for her ne undertaking The 
good wishes of her numerou friend nd 
admirers in the library profession, which 


clude. and extend beyond, the alumni of th 


Pratt school, attend her in her new wor 
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Miss Plummer graduated in 1888 from the 
Columbia College Library School and was ap- 
pointed cataloger in the St. Louis Public Li- 
brary. She held this position for two years, 
when she resigned to become librarian of the 
Pratt Institute. In 1899 Miss Plummer was 
elected vice-president of the American Li- 
brary Association, and at the recent Pasa- 
dena meeting was elected 2d vice-president, 
an office previously held by her in 1903. She 
was president of the New York Library As- 
seciation in 1905, and has also been president 
of the Long Island and New York Library 
clubs, the establishment of which was in- 
spired by her. Miss Plummer was given 
charge of the A. L, A. exhibit at the Paris 
exposition in 1900, and was also appointed 
delegate to the Paris Bibliographical Con- 
gress in the same year. She has contrib- 
uted much practical committee work to 
the A. L. A., especially in connection with 
the committee on library training, now a 
section of the Association, and with the 
earlier work of the Association with chil- 
dren, which also developed largely through 
her influence into the Children’s Section of 
the Association. As an author Miss Plum- 
mer has contributed various aids to library 
workers, “Hints to small libraries” being 
probably the most valuable, and within the 
last few years has written useful and popular 
books for children in her “Roy and Ray in 
Mexico” and “Roy and Ray in Canada,” and 
the “Stories from Chronicles of the Cid,” 
all three of which have been published by 
Henry Holt & Co. and are extensively used 
by libraries. 


Ratupone, Miss Josephine Adams, for 
many years senior teacher of the Pratt In- 
stitute Library School, has been appointed 
assistant director of the school. With the 
appointment of Miss Plummer to the direc- 
torship of the new school in New York, the 
Pratt Institute School and the Pratt Insti- 
tute Library have been again amalgamated 
after having for five years been conducted 
each as a separate institution. Mr. Stevens, 
librarian of the Pratt Library, has been ap- 
pointed director of the school, but its direct 
conduct will be delegated to Miss Rathbone. 
Miss Rathbone graduated with the degree of 
B.L.S. from Albany in 1893 and that fall 
went to the Pratt Institute Librarv as first 
assistant in the cataloging department. When 
the library training class was organized as 
a school with a regular faculty in 1895, Miss 
Rathbone was made head instructor and has 
continued in that capacity until the present 
time. Her service as secretary of the New 
York State Library Association and of the 
New York Library Club and to A. L. A. 
committees has further strengthened her pro- 
fessional influence. Miss Rathbone’s knowl- 
edge of curricula and training methods and 
her unusual pedagogical aualifications should 
secure to the Pratt school the high standards 
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attained for it under Miss Plummer’s ad- 
ministration. 


Rose, Miss Ernestine, has been appointed 
registrar, instructor in library economy and 
supervision of pactice in New York Pub- 
lic Library School. She is a graduate of 
New York State Library School, has been 
connected with the New York Public Li- 
brary for several years, and librarian of the 
Chatham Square branch for the last three 
Her acquaintance with the library’s methods 
and personnel qualifies her especially as a 
supervisor of practice 

Van VALKENBURGH, Miss Agnes, will be 
in New York on September 1 to take up her 
new duties as instructor in cataloging and 
classification for the New York Public Li- 
brary School. Miss Van Valkenburgh has 
held the position of head cataloger of the 
Milwaukee Public Library since 1892. Her et- 
fective service and delightful personality are 
well known to librarians. She is a gradu- 
ate of Hillsdale College, Michigan, and after 
some business experience began library work 
under Mr. Henry J. Carr, then librarian of 
St. Joseph, Mo. The next year she came to 
Wisconsin and did pioneer work in arrang 
ing the libraries of state normal schools and 
cataloging them. Since her appointment to the 
Milwaukee Library she has had entire super- 
vision of the cataloging and book-ordering 
departments. Miss Van Valkenburgh has 
given excellent service to the cataloging sec- 
tion of the American Library Association, 
and has served as president of the Wisconsin 
Library Association and of the Milwaukee 
Library Club. Her wide acquaintance in li- 
brary circles and ability to interest people, 
added to her cataloging knowledge, makes 
her appointment promise well for the new 
school. 

Cataloging and Classification 


Branrorp, Ct. JAMES BLACKSTONE Memo 
RIAL L. Bulletin no. 13, May 1910-April. 
1o1r. 31 p. O. 

East St. Louts (Mo.) Pupiic Lisrary. An- 
nual cumulative supplement to the classi 
fied catalogue of the ... library; a com- 
plete list of books added to the adult cir- 
culating and reference departments, Jan- 
uary, 1908, to March, rgrt. 

Liprary OF Concress. Publications of the li- 
brary issued since 1897, January, toI! 
Wash., Gov't Printing Office, 1911. 45 p. D 

NAAMTAFELS NAAR C. A. Cutter’s “AuTHor- 
Marks” voor NEDERLANDSCHE BIBLIOTHEKEN 
BEWERKT DOOR MATH. WHERDSMA, MET EEN 
TOELICHTING EN GEBRUIKSAANWIJZING DOOR. 
Dr. H. E. Greve. s’Gravenhage, Vereenig 
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ing voor Openbare Leeszalen in Nederland, 

An adaptation of C. A. Cutter’s two-fieure 
Author tables for use in free public libraries 
in Holland. This is, as far as known, the 
first translation of the tables into any other 
other language, although they are used in 
several foreign countries W. P. Currer. 


SALEM (Mass.) Pustic Lrprary. Bulletin, 
vol. &, May, 1907-April, 1911, with an index 
to volumes 1 to 8 Salem, Mass., New- 


comb, 1911. 179 p. D. cl. 


Btbliograpby 


Aacricutture. U. S. Dept. of Agriculture Li 
brary. Monthly bulletin, vol. 1, 1910. 
Wash., Gov't Printing Office, 1o11 


AMERICANA. Rare Americana; a catalogue 
of historical and geographical books and 
pamphlets relating to America: with nu- 


merous annotations, bibliographical and de- 


scriptive. London, Stevens. 210 p. O. 
ANDES MOUNTAINS. Mozans, H. J., pseud. 


Along the Andes and down the Amazon; 
with an introd. by Colonel Thdr. Roose- 
velt. N. Y., Appleton, ‘11. c. 20+542 p. 
(6 p. bibl.) il. O. (Following the 
Conquistadores.) $3 n. 

ANTHROPOLOGY. Wright, G. F. D.D. The 
ice age in North America and its bearings 
upon the antiquity of man. 5th ed., many 
new maps and il.; enl. and rewritten to in- 
corporate the facts that bring it up to 
date; with cnapters or Lake Agassiz and 
the probable cause of glaciation, by War- 
ren Upham. Oberlin, O., Bibliotheca Sacra 
Co., "tt. ¢. 21-763 p. (26 p. bibl.) O. $5 n. 

Avtocrapus. Henkels, S. V. 
1036; an exceedingly interesting and highly 
important collection of autograph letters 

diaries, 


maps, 


Catalogue no. 


and documents — broadsides, mss., 
ete. 76 p. O. Henkels, Phil., rort. 

Books. Estienne, Henri. The 
book fair; the Iranco-fordiense emporium 
of Henri Estienne; ed., with historical in- 
trod., original Latin with English 
translation on opposite pages and notes, by 
Ja. Westfall Thompson. Chic, Caxton 
Club, '11. c. 18+204 p. (3 p. bibl.) il por 
pl. facsim., 4°, $12.50 


Frankfort 


text 


Bulletin de Uinstitut International de RBib- 
liographie, 1909, fasc. 4-6, contains “Code des 
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regles et de la documentation” and the pr 
ceedings of the “Conférence Internationale 
de Bibliographie et de documentation, 1908." 
In the latter, the remarks of each speaker 
are reported in the language (French, Ger 
man, English) in which they were delivered 
Same, 1910, fasc. 1-2, devoted to a 
French translation of the Anglo-American 
cataloging rules, with some introductory 
paragraphs calling attention to certain modi 
fications necessary to make them serve as a 


basis for a set of international rules 


Same, 1910, fase 308), given 


up mainly to a report on the Conerés Inter 
national de Bibliographie et de documenta 
tion, Aug. 25-27, 1910; includes comments 
of Franklin Currier, of H 1 University, 
on the proposed inter ! t 
rules 

Same, 1911, fase. 1-2. Report nin 
ternational codperation in the matter of bib 
liography, on the diffusion of the Dx imal 
classification in Russia, a list (p. 140-108) of 
institutions and individuals ooperating in 
the matter of bibliography, the conclusions 
of the commission on internationale bibliog 
raphy of forestry, an article on “the mic: 


photographic book” (photographed on a very 

reduced scale, to be enlarged at will or 

thrown on a screen), ete. F. W 

CERAMICS Metropolitan Museum of Art 
Catalogue of the collection of pottery, por 
celain Chatfield 
Pier, assistant curator, department of deco- 
rative arts. N. Y., Metropolitan Museum, 
IT. c. 425 p. (8 p. bibl.) O. pap., so c. 


and faience, by Garrett 


BLINDNESS. Hayes, Samuel P. The 
color sensations of the partially color- 
blind, a criticism of current teaching. (In 


The American Journal of Psychology, July, 

IQII. 22:369-407.) 

This article is followed by a bibliography 
of 79 titles. 

Criminoiocy. List of works relating to crim- 
inology, pt. 2. (In New York Public Li- 
brary Bulletin, June, p. 350-371.) 

List of works relating to criminology, pt 

3. (In New York Public Library Bulletin, 

15, NO. 7, P. 379-446.) 

Matheny, W. A 

(In the Peda 


July, v 
DRINKING CUP The com 


mon drinking cup 


Seminary, June, 1911. 18:205-213.) 
This artic] followed hy a hiblioer 
of 22 titles 
Dutcn IN AMERICA \ catalogue of rare 
Dutch pamphlets relating to New Nether 
land and to the Dutch West- and Fast 
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India Companies, and to its possessions in 
Brazil, Angolo, etc.; together with some 
pamphlets on early Dutch and foreign nav- 
igation and commerce. Hague, Van Stock- 

um’s Antiquariat, 1911. 42 p. D. 
Ex-tiprts. Sangermano, R. F. Gli ex-libris: 

monografia, con la riproduzione di XXXv 
fac-simili di ex-libris antichi e moderni, 
tolti dalla collezione dell’autore. Torino, 
stamp. dell’ Archivio tipografico, 1910. In-8, 

42 p. et. pl. 

Forests AND Forestry. Brooklyn Public Li 
brary. Trees, forestry and lumbering: a 
list of hooks and of references to period 
icals in the Brooklyn Public Library. 
Brooklyn, N. Ys Public Lib.. "11. 40 p. S. 
pap. 

France. Bibliographie d'étampes et de lar 
rondissement, par Paul Pinson. Etampes: 
Dormann; Paris, Champion. v. 1, 156 p. 
1910. 8°. 

An interesting addition to the local bib- 
liographies which the student of French his- 
tory finds necessary. 

—— Arcnives. Inventaire sommaire des 
archives historiques (Archives anciennes; 
correspondance) du ministére de la guerre. 
v, 1. Paris, imp. nationale, 1910. In-8, 
184 p 

--~ Mopern. Davois, G. Bibliographie na 
poléonienne frangaise jusqu’en 1908. 
(M.-Z.). Paris, bibliographique, 
1910. 256 p. O. 

Germany. Katalog 144, Deutsche Lander- 
u. Stadte-Geschichte mit Ausschluss von 
Bayern. Ludwig Rosenthal’s Antiquariat 
in Munchen 
3052 titles dealing with various phases of 

the history of Germany, excluding Bavaria. 

——Incunabula. Katalog 388. Inkunabeln 
Holzschnittbticher des 16. Jahrhunderts. 
Karl W. Hiersemann, Leipzig, 

315 items, including 57 modern books deal- 
ing with the subject; illustrated. 
~-—Incnnabula. Incunabula tvpographica ex 

Italiae officinis provenientia diligenter de- 

scripta notisaque bibliographicis illustrata 

Romae, torr. C. E. Rappaport. 

144 Italian incunabula, with reproductions 
of Venetian illustrations, ete. 

Historical. puBLICATIONS. Lasteyrie, R. de, 
and Vidier, Alex. Bibliographie annuelle 

des travaux historiques et archéologiques 
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publieés par les sociétés savantes de la 


France (1906-1907). Paris, Leroux, 19090 
2609 p. oO. 

COLONIAL LITERATURE Henoch, 
Hub. Die deutsche Kolonial-literatur in 
Jahre 1908. Berlin, Siisserott, 1910. O 
Q2 p. 2 fr. 50. 

.ABOK AND LABORING CLASSES. Meyer, H. H 
B. Select list of references on boycotts and 


injunctions in labor disputes. Wash., Gov't 

Printing Office, to1t. 69 p. D. Price, toc 

AW (cHILD). Carrigan, T. C. The law and 

the American child. (In the Pedagogical 

Seminary, June, 191t. 18:121-183.) 

This article is followed by a bibliography 

of 47 titles. 

Manuscripts. Delisle, Léopold. Instructions 
pour la rédaction d’un catalogue de manu 
scrits et pour la rédaction d’un inventaire 
des incunables conservés dans les biblio- 
théques publiques de France. Paris, Cham- 
pion. 98 p. D. 

MEDICAL LITERATURE. Garrison, Fielding H. 
The Historical Collection of Medical Clas- 
sics in the Library of the Surgeon Gen- 
eral’s Office. (In the Journal of the 
American Medical Association, June 17, 
56:1785-1702.) 

An interesting and valuable description of 
the great historical works of medicine in the 
great library at Washington. 

MERCANTILE MARINE Library of 
Congress. Additional references relating to 

under 


mercantile marine subsidies; comp. 

the direction of Hermann Henry Bernard 

Meyer. 164 p O. Wash., Gov't Printing 
Office, 

Mexico Lowell (Mass.) City Library. 
Mexico, Central and South America; a list 
of books in the Lowell City Library, 
July, tort. Lowell, Mass. 29 p. D. 

Music. Schwartz, Rud. Katalog der Musik 
bibliothek Peters. Neue Aufl. 1 (Bicher 
und Schriften). Leipzig, Peters. 1910 
227 p. O. 

Nuremperc (GERMANY) City Lisprary. Kata- 
log der Nurnberger Stadtbibiiothek. 1, 
(Geschichte ). Niirnberg, Schrag, 1900 


5990 p. O. 
PERIODICAL 
and Walsh, C. H. Guide to the current pe- 
riodicals and serials of the United States 


LITERATURE. Severance, H. O., 
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Augus igil] 

Canada. Supplement, Sept. 1, 
©. Ann Arbor, Mich., Wahr, 
Haney, L. 11 

a critical account of 


and 
72 p Igto 


POLITICAL ECCNOM’ History 


of economic thought; 
development of the eco 
of the leading thinkers in 
the leading nations. N. Y., Macmillan, “11 
c. 17-867 p. (5 p. bibl.) D. $2 n 


— Webb, S 


the and 


origin 


nomic theories 


Grants in aid: a criticism and 


a proposal. N. Y Longmans, ‘Il. 7+ 

135 p. (19 p. bibl.) O (Studies in eco 

nomics and political science.) $1.75 0 
Quakers. Henkels, 5 V. Catalogue no 


1032: Quakeriana; a remarkable collection 
of books relating to the Society oi Friends. 


93 p. O. Phil., 1ort. 

Sons. Free E. E. Movement of soil mate- 
rial by the wind, with a bibliography of 
eolian geology. Wash., D. C Gov. Pr. 
Off. 

SoutH AMERICA Currier, Rev. C. W. 
Lands of the Southern cross; a visit to 
South America. Wash., D. C.., Spanish- 
Am. Publication Soc., “Il. c. gor p. (5 P 
bibl.) map, pls. 12°, $1.50 

IMPORTANT SALES CATALOGS 

AMERICANA. Catalogue no, 600, including 


scarce and precious books, manuscripts and 
engravings from the collections of Emperor 
Maximilian of Mexico and Charles Et 
Brasseur de Bombourg, the library of Ed- 
ward Salomon, late governor of the state of 
Wisconsin, and other important collections 


offered for sale by Joseph Baer & Co 
Frankfurt a.M., Germany. 265 p. D 
AuTocRAPH letters, documents, and manu 


private collections. 


(Anderson Auction 


from 
D. 


scripts, mainly 
N. Y., 1911. 22p 
Co.) 

Linere, C. F., & Co. Catalogue. 
valuable private library of the late Julius L 


pt. 1 of the 


Zrown, of Atlanta, Georgia Rost., $97 
Washington st., Libbie. o0 p. D 

Maccs Bros. Rare and interesting books, 
prints, and autographs Lond., W.C., 109 
Strand. 160 p. D 

MeErwIn-CLAYTON SALES COMPANY. Cata- 


logue of a further portion of the library of 


Fverett Hale (with 
p. D 


Fdward some 


the late 


aqdcaitions } 


\liscellaneous books: Americana, 
nealogy, local history, Washington, New 
York, etc.; to be sold at auct Wedne 
day, June 21, to11. 2op. D. N Y., 19 


Hotes and Queries 


Everett. Epwarp, epitor DANIE! WEBSTER 5 
WORKS 
Editor LiprRary URNAI 


DEAR SIR Having had a call for Edward 
Everett’s edition of Daniel Webster's works, 
fact that the 


my attention was called to the 


edition of Webster, published by Little, 
Brown & Co. in 1851, 1m six volumes, 1s 
properly called Everett's edition In the 


1 to Curtis’s “Life of Daniel 
Webster,” it is stated that “Mr. Everett had 
edited a full collection of Mr Webster’ 

works, to which he prefixed a beautiful and 
carefully written biographical memoir.” In 
the next sentence he is stated to have also 
assisted in carrying through the press “Mr 
Webster’s Correspondence.” edited by Fl tch 
er Webster and published in 1857 The cu 
rious fact is that Mr. Everett's editoria! 
function, except for his authorship of the 
biographical introduction, to find no 
recognition in the library catalogs availal! 
to me nor, e. g., in Larned’s ‘Ribliograp| 

of American History.” This may be due to 
the absence of Mr. Everett's name from the 


preface of v« 


seems 


title pages of the works, which in_ itself 
seems singular. So important a piece of edi 
torial work ought certainly to be noted 
our catalogs. W. I. FLETCHER 
CATALOGING QUESTIONS Will some one 
please tell me what the following terms 


mean?: Unit system of cataloging Relative 


classification; Loose classification. They ap- 

peared on a library examination paper. Is 

relative classification a synonym for relative 
READER 


location ? 


300KS AND DISEASE The undersigned 
having been requested to speak upon “Books 
and the transmission of disease” before th 
next International Congress of Hygiene, de 
sires any information as to cases where books 
were, or thought to be. the soures from 
which the disease was contracted, eit] 
through the agency of germs or insects soil 
ing the books. This includes not only the so 
called contagious diseases, but iso the skin 
diseases Cases of persons ntracting tuber 
culosis through this ur specially 
wanted Wa. R. Ret 
1709 Wallace st.. Philadelphia, Pa 
SupPLEMENTS TO REFER TI 
Library of Congress ts prepar eries of 
supplements to certain of its printed 1 fer 
ence lists which shall bring them down to 


_ 
| 
é 
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date. The general form and stvle are to be 
the same as the original issues and the pagi- 
nation will continue the pagination of the ex- 
isting lists so that it will be an easy matter 
to attach the supplements to the earlier 
parts 

The first three will bring down to date the 
lists on: Income taxation; Mercantile ma- 
rine subsidies; Popular election of senators. 

The next three will supplement the exist- 
ing lists on: Direct primaries; Employers 
liability; Postal savings banks. 

The other lists will be taken up as rapidly 
as possible until all those of vital interest 
have been covered. Where a list has been 
in print a long time, or has previously been 
provided with supplements a new edition 
will be published should the continued in- 
terest of the subject demand it. 

The supplements will be distributed free 
to depository and all other libraries on our 
mailing list, while individuals desiring copies 
may purchase them from the Superintend- 
ent of Documents,* Government Printing 
Office. HERBERT PuTNAM. 


Duptication. — Russell Sturgis’ “The ar- 
tist’s way of working in the various handi- 
crafts and arts of design” (N. Y., Dodd, 
Mead, 1910, 2 v.) is a reissue on smaller pa- 
per, but from the same plates as his “A 
study of the artist’s way of working,” etc., 
issued by the same publishers in 1905. 

Libraries possessing the one will find it 
unnecessary to procure the other. 

Wm. Stetson 


DHumors and Blunders 


PROBLEMS OF THE DESK ASSISTANT 
Reprinted from the Evening Telegram, July 21, 1911. 


Wuat is a Desk Assistant? 

No, that is not a funny conundrum. It is 
a very serious matter. 

The Desk Assistant is the young woman 
in the Public Library who takes the book 
you are returning and the book you have 
just selected and checks them in the card 
index. Then she stamps your library card, 
and hands back the new book and the card. 

What a simple occupation! 

Yes, it would be if that were all. 

jut the Desk Assistant must be ready at 
a moment's inquiry to tell the casual visitor, 
smilingly, the date on which George Wash- 
ington died; who invented safety pins: the 
height of the Himalayas; Maude Adams’ real 


* Postal orders and drafts should be made payable 
to the Superintendent of Documents, and, like all 
other remittances, should be made in advance and 
sent direct to him at the Government Printing Of- 
fice, Washington, D. C 


name; and if George Eliot is writing a se- 
quel to “Lorna Doone.” 

She must explain gently that all the cop- 
ies of Arnold Bennett's latest novels are out 
at present. 

Nobody believes her. Every one thinks 
she is hiding a copy in her own desk so 
that she may read it herself — between 
questions, 

Then a little girl comes in with her moth- 
er’s book and card. 

“Mamma wants a story book called ‘When 
you get it, keep it,’” says the little girl. 

And the Desk Assistant is supposed to 
know immediately what is wanted. The won- 
derful thing is that she goes to the shelf 
and gets a copy of “To have and to hold.” 

That is the book which the little girl's 
mother told her to ask for. 

Then a little boy comes in and wants 
“Strawberry O'Flynn.” 

Of course the Desk Assistant understands. 
She shows him “Huckleberry Finn” and 
“The Mickey O’Flynn Stories.” He wants 
them both. The Desk Assistant must let him 
have one only, and yet send him away per- 
fectly happy. 

It is an easy task. 

Mrs. Van Dam Huysen’s cook patronizes 
the library—and the Desk Assistant. She 
wants something by Mary J. Holmes, The 
Duchess or Laura Jean Libby. It is the task 
of the Desk Assistant to supply the literary 
needs of Mrs. Van Dam Huysen’s cook and 
at the same time to lead her tastes gently 
toward George Meredith and Henry James. 

And all the time the Desk Assistant is 
wondering how Mrs. Van Dam Huysen’s 
cook can wear a hat that cost as much as 
the Desk Assistant’s monthly salary. 

Sometimes joy is awakened in the bosom 
of the Desk Assistant. Yesterday a tired, 
overworked girl came to her. 

“I want a story book,” she began, “where 
the poor girl marries the rich man and lives 
happily ever afterwards.” 

The Desk Assistant could not entirely hide 
her surprise. 

“Oh, I know it don’t happen in real life,” 
the applicant went on; “but I wish it did. 
Anyhow, I like to read about it.” 

And what about the Desk Assistant’s own 
culture? Does she not love Walter Pater’s 
works? Does she not spend her leisure 
hours over Murray’s translations from the 
Greek drama? Are not Michael Angelo’s 
sonnets her consolation in her rare hours of 


ease? 
They are not! Her favorite reading mat- 
ter is a Paris Fashion Plate. R. G. W. 


“Library “Calendar 


SEPTEMBER 
25-Oct.2. N. Y.L. A. N. Y. City 


{ 
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COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 
WM. DAWSON JOHNSTON, Librarian 
McKIM, MEAD & WHITE, Architects 


Study Room with Snead Standard Stack Equipment 
FIRE PROOF THROUGHOUT 


No inaccessible dust pockets. | No hollow enclosed spaces. 


Simplest construction consistent with strength and rigidity. 


Thorough ventilation through shelves and shelf supports. 
Shelves quickly adjustable and interchangeable at will. 
Thoroughly and safely illuminated by day or by night. 
Minimum of space consumed by supports and_ shelves. 


No disease breeding places. No vermin harbors. 


THE SNEAD & CO. IRON WORKS 
Founded 1850 Jersey City, N. J. 


, 
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world for STRENGTH and FLEXIBILITY—lasting qualities—but 


in the past it has been more or less gently urged that they might be more 


(C HIVERS' BINDINGS have obtained recognition throughout the library 


attractive looking. 

STRONGER BINDINGS THAN CHIVERS’ ARE IMPOSSIBLE 
AND NOT NEEDED. WE NOW SUPPLY BETTER LOOKING 
BINDINGS. 

In order to improve the appearance of our books we have had lettering 
especially designed for the titles wherever the narrowness or width of the 
back and the length of the title render it desirable. This and the new 
decorated backs give a distinctive appearance to CHIVERS’ present-day 
work. 

We solicit correspondence with librarians who are desirous of effecting 
economy in the service of their books. We have suggestions to make arising 


out of our extended experience with Library wear and tear. 


CHIVERS BOOK BINDING CO. 
911-913 Atlantic Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


DURA BINDING COMPANY 


If you want the s/rongest Binding on your Library Books you 


should try the DURA, which is an improvement on the Wales’ 


Pat., June 7, 1898, and it can be had in any Style or Material. 


DURA BINDING COMPANY 


J. RUFUS WALES, Prop. 40 Shawmut Ave., Mariborough, Mass. 


GILBERT D. EMERSON 


LIBRARY BOOKBINDING 
PHILADELPHIA 


209 North Eleventh Street, 


DIRT AND FINGER MARKS 
SUCCESSFULLY REMOVED 
FROM THE PAGES OF BOOKS 


Torn Leaves Mended. Missing Corners Replaced 


| 
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HENRY JOHN BROWN 


American Library and Literary Agents. 


J His Agency was established in 1864 for supplying American Public Libraries, Institutions, 
and Book Collectors, with English and Continental Books, Manuscripts. Drawings, Philc- 
»-ontcal Apparatus, etc., at the lowest London prices. 

Special attention is paid to the selection and purchase of rare old books and manuscripts. 
Auction sales are carefully watched and good knowledge kept of the stocks of the old Boot- 
sellers of Europe. 

Lists of Desiderata have the best attention and Librarians are respecttully requested to tes! 
the value of the Agency by sending trial orders or by submitting lists for Estimates tor goods 
oe delivered, either free in London or New York, as desired. 

Auction Catalogues when printed in advance and Catalogues issued by Publishers anc 
second-hand Booksellers are mailed to Customers when desired. 

Large shipments are sent by cheapest and quickest route, or as ordered. Small shipmenu 
are made weekly through our New York Agency, at a minimum of expense and trouble tu 
surchasers, or single books are sent by mail on receipt of order. 

Special attention is given to Bindings in all styles. 

Periodicals are supplied either direct by mail from London or by mai! from New York 
Agency at lowest rates for prompt and efficient service. Send for Lists. 

Payments may be made either direct to London or in U. S. Currency through our New York 


Agency. 


& F. STEVENS & BROWN, 4 Trafalgar Square, Charing Cross, London. W.C. 


New York Agency, 16 Beaver Street 


BERNARD QUARITCH 


11 Grafton Street, New Bond St., London, W. 


Bookseller, Publisher and 
Agent for Public Institutions 


ERNARD QUARITCH would draw attention to the fact that he deals 
not only in rare and costly books, but also in every description of works 


in general literature, science and the arts, and that he is at all times willing to , 
undertake the very smallest commissions for customers. y 

He has always made a special feature of trying to procure for customers ES 

any books they may require which may not be in stock, and makes every effort = 


to render this important department most efficient. 

Commissions for Auction Sales are faithfully executed, and he is always 
ready to give customers his advice on this or any other subject connected 
with book collecting. 

Catalogues are issued monthly and forwarded to all customers who de- 
sire them. 


BERNARD QuARITCH acts as agent to Learned Societies, Public Libraries 
and Institutions, both for the supply of books as well as for the sale of their 
publications. 
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UR service in handling orders and inguiries from Public 

Libraries, School ani College Libraries is wnexcelled. 

Our long experience, our large stock of books, and our location in 

the publishing center of the country, makes this service both 

intelligent and competent. ‘The large number of libraries which 
purchase their books from us is constantly increasing. 


Our STANDARD LIBRARY CATALOGUE of 2500 Approved Books—Third Revision 
will be sent Free on request 


THE BAKER & TAYLOR COMPANY 


Wholesale Dealers in the Books of AU Publishers 
33-37 East 17th Street : Union Square North : New York City 


~ QUR BOOK BUSINESS 


ras grown steadily year by year until now our Philadelphia store sells more books than any 
other American retail house, and our New York store is a close second. 

The reason is simply this: we carry a most comprehensive stock, buy when and where 
vooks can be had to the best advantage, taking them in such lots as will command the lowest 


possible prices. 
Our facilities for supplying libraries, both private and public, are of the verv best. New 
vooks are on our tables the day of publication, and nearly always at less than publis2ers’ prices 


Our NEW BOOK CATALOGUE is ready. Kindly let us know if you wish a copy. 


PHILADELPHIA) JOHN WANA MAKER NEW YORK 


CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS 


153, 155 and 157 Fifth Avenue, New York City BOOKSELLERS 
WE invite the attention of LIBRARIANS to our extensive and complete stock of 
English and American books of all publishers supplied at the lowest market rates. 
SEND FOR 
FOREIGN BOOKS imported free of duty. Special attention given to 
obscure and out of print publications. 


THE BOOK BUYER, a monthly magazine devoted to books, authors and literary 
affairs, with a special department for matters of interest to LIBRARIANS, will be 


sent free to any library on application. 


EM. TERQUEM 
J. TERQUEM @ CO., Export Booksellers, Publishers, Bookbinders 
19, Rue Scribe, PARIS (FRANCE) 


Library Agents in Paris for the Supply of French and Continental Literature and Publications 

Special + ervice recommended for out of print books and collections 

Catalogues publishe: dand sent on application 

Agency in New York where shipments are made once a week, and where payments and remittances are 
received 

Terms and references will be gladly furnished 

Sole Agents for the United “States of the Art and Architectural! Publications of MASSIN (former!) 
Schmid & Daly) and THEZARD, and of the musical magazine 8S. EI. “Wey Organ of the Internationa! 
Society of Mus‘c, the finest magazine in existence relating to music, to which every Library should subscribe 
Subscription, $5.00 a year 


Sample copies sent Sree oa application to 


J. TERQUEM & co., 16 Beaver Street, es a PARIS 
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THE AMERICAN NEwWs COMPANY, 
BOOK DEPARTMENT. 


AVING successfully conducted an extensive Library Depart- 
ment for several years, handling with satisfaction the entire 
library business of some of the largest libraries of the country, we call 
your attention to the elaborate facilities at our disposal, and to the 
prompt and complete despatch of Library orders. A request for 
estimate on any miscellaneous list of publications will receive special 
attention. Books published abroad are secured within a very short 
time after order is placed—our branch houses in London, Paris, Berlin, 
as well as two Canadian houses, enable us to accomplish this. 
We solicit correspondence, and extend a cordial invitation to all 
interested in Free, Public, School, Circulating, or Private Libraries to 
risit our mammoth establishment. 


Yours very respectfully, 
THE AMERICAN NEWS COMPANY, 


PARK PLace, New York. 


DRAWING INKS 

ETERNAL WRITING INK 

ENGROSSING INK 

TAURINE MUCILAGE 

H IGG | NS’ / PHOTO-MOUNTER PASTE 
DRAWING-BOARD PASTE 

LIQUID PASTE 


OFFICE PASTE 
| VEGETABLE GLUE, 


Are the Finest and Best Goods of Their Kind 


Emancipate yourself from the use of corrosive and ill-smelling inks and 
adhesives and adopt the Higgins Inks and Adhesives. They will 
be a revelation to you, they are so sweet, clean and well put up, and 
withal so efficient. They are specially adapted for use in Libraries, 
Schools, Architects’ and Engineers’ Offices, as well as for general home 
and office use. 


HIGGINS’ WHITE INK, for pen and brush work 
25 cents a bottle; 35 cents by mail. 


AT DEALERS GENERALLY 


CHAS. M. HIGGINS & CO., Manufacturers 
Branches: Chicago and London 271 Ninth St.. BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
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ADHESIVE PAPER, ADHESIVE CLOTH, 

GUMMED ALPHABETS AND NUMERALS. 

Gaylord Bros., Syracuse, N. Y. 

Holden Patent Book Cover Co., Springfield, Mass. 

BINDING. 

Angel Guardian Press, Bostcen, Mass. 

Barrett Bindery Co., Chicago, Ill. Torsion Binder 
for reading tables. 

H. Blackwell, 1oth St, and University Pl., N. Y. 


City 
Cedric Chivers, 911-913 Atlantic Ave., Brooklyn, 
N. ¥ 


A, Geist, 455 6th Ave., N. Y. City. 

W. G. Johnston & Co., Pittsburgh, Pa, 

Pfister Bookbinding Co., 141 E, 2sth St, N. Y. City. 
Wm. H, Rademaekers, Newark, N. J. 

J. Rufus Wales, Marlboro, Mass. 


BOOK COVERS, LABELS AND BINDERS. 
Gaylord Brothers, Syracuse, N. Y 
Holden Patent Book Cover Co., Springfield, Mass. 
W. G. Johnston & Co., Pittsburgh, Pa 
ee Bureau, Boston, New York and Chicago. 
Van Everen, 60 Ann St.. N. Y¥. City 
Weis Binder Co., Toledo, O. 


BOOK STACKS, LIBRARY FURNITURE, ETC. 
Art Metal Construction Co., Jamestown, N. Y. 

J. B, Cornell Iron Works, N. Y. City 

Library Bureau, Boston, New York and Chicago. 
Geo, B. Meleney & Co. 119 Monroe St., Chicago. 
Snead & Co. Iron Works, Jersey City, N. J. 
George Stikeman, 55 W. 26th St., N. Y. City.. 


CARBON PRINTS AND PICTURES. 
Braun, Clement & Co., 256 sth Ave., N. Y. City. 
Cosmos Picture Co., 1190 W, 2sth St., N. Y. City. 


CARD AND FILING CABINETS, ETC. 
Art Metal Construction Co. Jamestown, N. Y. 
Globe Wernicke Co., 380 Broadway, N. Y City. 
ye Bureau, Boston n, New York and Chicago. 
McC! lurg & Co., 215-221 Wabash Chicago, 


The Mac y Co., 343 Broadway, N. Y. City. 
Scrantom, Wetmore & Co., Rochester, N. Y 
Yawman & Erbe Mfg. Co., Rochester, N. Y. 


CATALOG CARDS. 
Globe Wernicke Co., 380 Broadway, N. Y. City. 
Kibeary Bureau, Boston, New York and Chicago. 
Met lurg Co., 215-221 Wabash Ave., Chicago, 


Sie & Erbe Mfg. Co., Rochester, N. Y 


INKS, MUCILAGE, PASTE, CLIPS, ETC. 
Arabol Mfg. Co.. 100 William St.. New York. 
Bookbinders’ Flexible Glue and Library Paste. 
Clipper Mfg. Co.. New York, 
Cushman & Dennison, 244 W, 23d St., N. Y. City. 
Gaylord Bros., Syracuse, N. Y. 
C. M. Higgins & Co., 271 oth St., Brooklyn. 
W. G. Johnston & Co., Pittsburgh, Pa 
Niagara Clip Co., 123 Liberty St., N. Y¥. City. 
Sieber & Trussell Mfg. Co., St. Louis, Mo. 
L. E. Waterman & Co., N. Y. City 
The Wire Novelty Co., Holyoke, Mass. 


LADDERS. 


Bicycle Step Ladder Co., 65 Randolph St., Chicago. 
N. Y. Cit ty. 


Putnam & Co., 244 Water St., 


LETTER COPYING MACHINES AND 
DUPLICATORS. 


Yawman & Erbe Mfg. Co., Rochester, N.Y. 


THE “FORBES” 


LIBRARY CARD DATER 
HANDY, COMPACT, 
STRONG 
Full set of abbreviated dates and 
{| complete alphabet with each 
dater. 
Party issuing book or checking 
card can be determined by 


using initials. 


PRICE 


15e, 


EACH 
LIBERAL 

DISCOUNT 
FOR LARGE 


ORDERS 


STYLE 42 


JA 12°09 M by the 


Largest Li- 
i ann 0 brary in the 
—_ Sep 23° 09 L World. 


DAVID FORBES 
Rubber Stamps, Ink Pads 
34 Canal Street, Grand Rapids, Mich. 


BOOKS WANTED. 
Free Public Library, Jersey City, N. J. 


\dams, Aunt Hepsy’s Foundling 
Rame, Granville de Vigne. 


Sheldon, Rich oa Br 


Shel Twentieth De or 
University of Colorado St udies vol. 1, nos. 1-2. 
Yale Divinity Quarter! vol. 2, no. 3 
Toronto, Canada. 
Vol I nm Landscape Architectur Pub. in 


New "York ¢ ity 


Send your Wants” to 


WILLIAM R. JENKINSCO. 


851-853 Sixth Ave. (Cor. 48th St.) New York 


FRENCH MEDICAL 


SPANISH, ITALIAN, books rks con- 
7ERMAN OTHER cerning 
GERM FOREIGN HORSES, CATTLE, DOGS 


and other Domesti 
BOOKS "Animals 


Catalogues on Application 


Hinds and Noble, 31-33-35 West 15th St.,N. ¥. City. for Catalogue. 


Secondhand and New. 


| 
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Rowlands ly Pretty Jane 
“e Savage, For Her Lite 
| Sergeant, Lady Charlotte. 
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WILLIAM H. RADEMAEKERS 
IMPROVED LIBRARY BINDER 
Binder for the Newark Free Public Library 
Cor. Chester Ave. and Oraton St., NEWARK, N. J. 
We make a specialty of Library Binding, and to show a sample of our workmanship, will bind free of 


charge any two 12mos sent to us by prepaid express. 
All books are returned within four weeks of their arrival at the binder 


OUR BOOK DEPARTMENT. — Books of a)! Publishers reinforced in our binding with our 
new style of fancy, decorated backs which we have just introduced 


SEND FOR LATEST CATALOGUES 


H. SoTHERAN & Co. 


Booksellers, Bookbinders, and Publishers, and Genera/ Agents in 
Europe for Private Bookbuyers and Public Institutions in America. 
With exceptionally long experience in Library Agency, they can promise the best care, dili 


gence, and discretion in everything relating to it, and in small matters as well as great 
Established 1816, 


4 Monthly Catalogue of Second-Hand Books (‘' Sotheran's Price-Current of Literature,”) post free 


140 Strand, W.C., and 37 Piccadilly, W.: Lonaonm 
Telegravhic Address: BOOKMEN, LONDON. Codes UNICODE and 4 


F. A. BROCKHAUS, Leipzig, Querstrasse 16 


Founded 1805. BRANCH HOUSES IN LONDON AND PARIS 


European Agent for a great number of American University Libraries, Colleges, Govern- 
ment Institutions and Collectors in the United States and Canada. 

Houses at LEIPZIG for German and General Literature ; in LONDON and PARIS for 
English and French. 

Peculiar facilities for prompt filling of Library orders at reasonable prices. Special atten 
tion paid to the purchase of sets and old and rare books. Periodicals promptly supplied eithe: 
by my own shipments or by book post. 

Own bookbinding establishments: Excellent workmanship, best material, correct lettering 

Brockhaus’ Monthly List of New Books sent post free on application. 


CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED 


TICE & LYNCH JJ. §. GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS 
Custom house Brokers A SPECIALTY. 


16 Beaver St., New York Largest Stock in Existence 


Importations of books and Works of Art con. ww. H. LOWDERMILK & CO., 


signed to us will receive careful attention 
= 1424-6 F Street, Washington, D. C. 


ALBERT BONNIER PUBLISHING HOUSE out-of-print books supplied, 
: : inni no matter on what subject. Write us. 
Scandinavian and Finnish BOOKS we cas cer Vou book ever published. 
Please state wants. When in England call 

40 West 28th Street and see our 50,000 rare books. BAKER'S 

NEW YORK CITY GREAT BOOKSHOP, 14-16 John Bright 


LIBRARY AGENTS LISTS FREE Street, Birmingham, England. 
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TO LIBRARIANS 


If you order THE PUBLISHERS’ 
TRADE LIST ANNUAL for 191] before 


August 31st, the date of publication, the price 
is $1.50. If ordered after that date, $2.00. 
Every public library should have a copy 
for reference, as it contains the very latest 
catalogue of practically every publisher of 
importance in the United States. It would cost 
more than 81.50 for postage alone for catalogue 
requests to a small number only of publishers 
represented in the great catalogue collection. 


NEW VOLUME IN 
‘“ American Catalog” Series 


TO LIBRARIANS 

The American Catalog for 1908-10, covering in one alphabet Ameri- 
can book production by author, title, subject and series for those three 
years, is nearly ready for delivery. It forms a complete reference 
lictionary of American publications for the period covered, cumnulating 
in one alphabet, and therefore superseding, the Annual American 
Catalog for 1908 and 1909, and the Annual Summary Number of Tire 
PUBLISHERS’ WEEKLY covering 1910, 

The rapid growth of book production during the past three years is 
reflected by the size of the volume, over 1500 pages, as against 1164 
pages for the previous triennial American Catalog, 1905-07. The Direet- 
ory of Publishers runs to about 80 pages. 

To advance subscribers the price of the American Catalog, 

bound in half morocco, uniform with preceding volumes, 


is $7.50. After September rst the price will be $10.00. 


The edition is strictly a limited one, printed from type, which has 
already been distributed. Those desiring copies will do well, therefore, 
to advise us as soon as possible. The American Catalog, 1876 to date, 
is the American book trade bibliographical record, and unbroken sets of 
it are of increasing importance and value. 


We have still on hand a very few copies of the American Catalog for 
1900-04, also 1905-07, which we can supply at $7.50 each. These, with 
the present volume, form an Index to practically all the ‘‘ books in print.”’ 


Office of THE PUBLISHERS’ WEEKLY 
298 Broadway NEW YORK 
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Dealers Who Issue Catalogues of Library Books 


DOMESTIC. 
Am. Magazine Exchange, 35:8 Franklin Ave., St 
Louis, Mo. 


Anderson, John R., 76 Fifth Ave., New York. 

Baker & Taylor Co., Booksellers and Publishers, 
33-37 East 17th St., New York, 

Bjérck and Bérjesson, 40 W. 28th St.. New York 
Scandinavian books. 

Blessing, W. P., Mgr., 328 Wabash Ave., Chicago. 

Boston Book Co., Boston, Mass. (Larger stock oF 
magazine ects than all other dealers combined.) 

Brentano's, Publishers, Booksellers and Importers of 
Foreign Books, Fifth Ave. and 27th St., New 
York. 

Britnell, A., 242 Yonge St., Toronto, Canada. 


Cadby, J. W., Albany, N. Y. (Largest stock of Pe 
riodical Sets in the World.) 


Campbell, William J., Philadelphia, Pa. (Americans 
and General Literature.) 


Caspar, C. N., Co., 431 E. Water St., Milwaukee, Wis. 
A. S. Clark, Peekskill, N. Y. (“Out of print” Books 
and Pamphiets. Magazine, both common and 


scarce.) 

Crawford, A. J., 4th and Chestnut Sts., St. Louis, Mo. 
Engelke. Geo., N. Clark Chicago, Ill 
Internat. Library Technology, $2.65 cach. 

Foley, P. K., 14 Beacon St., Boston, Mass. 

Goodspeed’s Bookshop, sa Park St., Boston, Mass. 
Gregory, H., 116 Union St., Providence, R. I. 
Humphrey, G. P., 65 Spring St., Rechester, N. Y. 
Huntting, The H. R.., Co... Springfield, Masa. 


Huston, A. J., 92 Exchange St., Portland, Me 
Lauriat, Chas. E., Co., 385 Washington St., Boston. 


Lemcke & Buechner, 30 West 27th St., New York. 
Lexington Book Shop, 120 East sgth St., N. Y. 
Liebeck, C. F., 442 E. 67th St., Chicago, Ill. 
Littlefield, George E., 67 Cornhill, Boston, Mass. 
Loeser & Co., Frederick, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


McClurg, A. C., & Co., Booksellers, Publishers and 
Stationers. Retail 215-221 Wabash Ave.; 
Wholesale 330-352 E. Ohio St., Chicago. 

MecDevitt-Wilson Bargain Book Shop, 30 Church Se, 
N. Y., Publishers’ Remainders, Old, New and 
Rare Books, Subscription Sets. 

McDonough Co., Joseph, 98 State St., Albany, N. Y. 

Malkan, Henry, 42 Broadway, New York. 

McVey, John Jes., 


(Americana, General 
Matthews, L. S., & Co., 2623 Olive St., St. Louis, Mo. 
Mendoza, Isaac, Book Co., 17 Ann St., New York. 
Philadelphia Magazine Depot, 326 N. roth St., Phila. 


Schulte, Theo. E., 132 East 23d St., New York. 
(Americana, General Literature, Theology.) 


Scrantom, Wetmore & Co., Rochester, N. Y. 
Stechert, G, E.. & Co., 151-155 West asth St, New 
York. (Books in various languages.) 

Taylor, Thos. J., Taunton, Mass. (Specialty, a stock 
of 150,000 pamphlets relating to America. 
Torch Press Book Shop, Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

(Books about Iowa and the early West.) 
Union Library Association, 225 Fifth Ave., New 
York. (American and English Remainders.) 
Wanamaker, John, Philadelphia and New York 
New Books, Remainders and Rare Books. 


Baer, Joseph, & Co., Hochstrasee 6, Frankfort, Ger. 

Baker’s Great Bookshop, 14-16 John Bright St., Bir 
mingham, England. 

Blackwell, B. H., so and 5: Broad St., Oxford, Eng. 
(Theological, Classical and General.) 

Brill, E. J., Oriental Printer and Publisher, Leiden, 
Holland. 

Brockhaus, F, A., Querstrasse 16, Leipzig, Germ. 

Ellis, Messrs., 29 New Bond St, London, Eng. 

Fock, Buchhandlung Gustav., Leipzig, Germany. 

Gilhofer & Ranschburg, I. Bognergesse 2, Vienna, 
Austria, (Old Books, Prints, Autographs.) 

Gottschalk, Paul, 13 Unter den Linden, Berlin. 
(Rare Books aud Mss., Science.) 

Harrassowitz, Otto, Querstrasse 14, Leipzig, Ger 


many. 
Hiersemann, Karl W., Kénigstrasse 39, Leipzig, 


Books, including 
Autographs. Catalogues gratis and post free.) 
Nijhoff, Martinus, Nobeletraat 18, The Hague, Hol- 
land, 
Olschki, Leo. S., Publisher and Antiquarian Book- 


seller, Florence, Italy. (Americana, Incunabula, 
Mss. with and without illuminations, Dante 
Books, rare books of every kind, artistical 
bindings, prints, etc.) 

Quaritch, Bernard, 1: Grafton St, New Bond St., 
London, England. 

Rosenthal’s Antiquariat (Ludwig), Hildegardstrasse 
14, Munich, Germany. Books and 
Prints, Incunables, mss., Rare books, Prints.) 
(Showrooms, Lenbachplatz 6.) 150 catalogues 


issued. 

Sotheran, Henry, & Co., 140 Strand, London, W, C. 

Stechert, G. E., & Co., W. asth St, New 
York; also Leipsig, London, Paris. 

Stevens, Son & Stiles, 39 Great Russell St., London, 
W. C. (Americana and Economics.) 

Terouem Em.. 19 Rue Scribe, Paris, France. 


= 
ace 
Germany. 
: Higham, Charles, & Son., 27a Farringdon St., London, st 
Junk, W., Berlin, Kurfurstendamm. (Science.) 
Lemcke & Buechner (London, Paris, Leipzig), New ae ee 
Maggs Bros., 109 Strand, London, Eng. (Fine and 
.. 
Pa. J, Kukiman, Prop. 
Preston & Rounds Co., Providence, R, I. 
Rosenbach Co, 1320 Walnut St, Philadelphia 
(Americana, English Lit. Mes., Early Printing.) a : qe 
At: 


To Librarians 


Ove Library Department is conducted by a special manager and a 
corps of efficient assistants of long experience who is thoroughly pre- 
pared for expert service. Orders for all kinds of new and out-of-print books 
wili receive prompt and careful attention. 
Catalogues and special lists issued regularly. 
Estimates will be furnished promptly. 
Correspondence solicited. 

It is always worth while for librarians visiting New York to call and 
examine our stock. We have recently made several purchases of large private 
collections particularly rich in Americana and good second-hand books suit- 
able for libraries. Many genuine bargains can be easily secured. 


BaePlease remember we pay all transportation charges. 


RIDPATH’S UNIVERSAL HISTORY, From recent and 


authentic sources. Profusely illustrated with colored plates, 
ethnological charts, historical maps, type pictures, sketches and 
diagrams. 17 vols., royal 8vo, half leather, as new, New 


THE WORLD’S LIBRARY OF LITERATORE, HIS- 


TORY AND TRAVEL. Edited by CHarves Morris. 
Illustrated. 18 vols., 8vo, buckram, Philadelphia, 1898...$15.00 


LIBRARY OF THE WORLD'S BEST LITERATORE. 


Ancient and Modern. Edited by CHaRLES DUDLEY WARNER. 
Numerous illustrations and portraits. 31 vols., royal 8vo, half 
leather, gilt tops, New York, 1902..........s0eeeeeeees $22.50 


UNIVERSAL ANTHOLOGY (THE), Edited by Richarp 


GARNETT, LEON SALLEE and ALors BraNnpT. _ Editors 
Memorial Edition. Illustrated. 33 vols., royal 8vo, cloth, gilt 
tops, uncut, London and New York, n. d........... «+. $33.00 


UNIVERSAL CLASSICS LIBRARY, _ Illustrated with 


photogravures on Japan vellum. 30 vols., 8vo, half morocco, 
uncut, gilt tops, New York and London, tgor..........- $30.00 


GREAT EVENTS. By famous historians. Edited by Ros- 


SITER JoHNSON, C. F. Horne, J. Rupp and others. Testi- 
monial Edition. Illustrated. 20 vols., 8vo, full leather, gilt 
extra, gilt tops uncut....... #68 $27.50 


STODDARD’S LECTURES. 14 vols., 34 morocco, gilt tops, 
hundreds of illustrations. Fine condition. Pub. at $56.00.$32.50 


HENRY MALKAN 
New NMork’s Largest Book Store 
42 Broadway and 55 New Street, New York 
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